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Britain achieves 
brain transplant 

breakthrough 


Antarctica: the final holiday frontier 


A revolutionary technique which 
™ repair damaged brain tissue, 
effectively a brain transplant, has 
been developed by a team of 
British scientists. It may help 
reverse some of the most tragic 
brain diseases, including 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and 
Huntington’s. Sameena Ahmad 
reveals one of the most exciting 
breakthroughs in medical science 
for years; and asks about the 
ethical issues it raises. 


The new treatment, developed in London, 
is targeted not only at degenerative dis- 
eases but at the much more common con- 
ditions where brain cells die from lack of 
oxygen -such as strokes and heart attacks. 
Its economic effect, as well as its human 
impact, could be enormous: such disorders 
affect more than 5 million people in the 
US and UK alone, cos ting h ealth services 
in both countries more than £60bn a year. 

Up to now, neurological disorders of 
the brain have been practically impossi- 


EXCLUSIVE 


ble to combat because brain cells, unlik e 
normal cells, are not replaced by the body. 

But the team of psychologists from the 
Institute of Psychiatry at London's Maud- 
siey Hospital, led by Professor Jeffrey Gray, 
injected rats brain-damaged from simu- 
lated heart attacks with embryonic mouse 
brain cells. Then the rats which had suf- 
fered from total amnesia and severe cog- 
nitive impairment recovered completely 
and were able to perform complex tasks, 
such as navigating through milky water to 
'a platform to avoid drowning. 

The team found that the injected brain 
cells -neuroepithelial stem cdls or NESO 
- migrated to various damaged sites in the 
’rats' brains. There, they adopted the 
c hara cteristics of the dead cells. The sci- 
entists' success led them to set up a com- 
pany, ReNeuron, to sell their research. 
Experiments tin humans are due to start 
in three years and a treatment could be 
available by early next century. 

According to Professor Gray, the 
injected cells act as a first-aid kit for the 
brain- “I was overjoyed about the recov- 


ery of function. But what really surprised 
me was that the cells moved to the dam- 
aged sites. ” On top of that, the team has 
found a novel way of force-growing mil- 
lions of foetal brain stem cells in the lab- 
oratory, using a cancer gene which switches 
on below body temperature. Dr John Sin- 
den, co-founder of ReNeuron said: “We 
should be able to grow cells in the lab, keep 
them in the fridge and give them to the 
neurosurgeon when he needs them.” 

The only other method to transplant 
brain cells, currently practised in Sweden 
on patients with Parkinson’s, depends on 
extracting partially developed brain cells 
which have to be taken from a large num- 
ber of foetuses and at precisely the right 
time. This severely limits the conditions 
that can be treated. Some disorders need 
cells that do not appear until late in preg- 
nancy when it wouid be Qlegal to abort. 

“The ethical news is almost all good,” 
said Professor Gray. "All the issues about 
using aborted foetuses will disappear. 
The need for human foetal tissue will dra- 
matically reduce. Vfe can treat a wide range 
of conditions. And this science also has 
great advantages over animal organ trans- 
plants.” 

Professor Gray, 63, a fellow in psy- 
chology at Oxford University for almost 
20 years, and colleagues Dr Sinden, 46, and 
Dr Helen Hodges, 56, started work in 1984, 
setting up ReNeuron in 1997 as a private 
company. Initially funded by the Wellcome 
Trust and Medical Research Council, the 
scientists had to turn to industry , to tobacco 
giant BAT Industries in particular, to back 
their increasingly radical work. 

“The lifeblood of science is asking the 
imlikefy question. But no one wants to sup- 
port research, no matter how important, 
that might fail,” Professor Gray said. “As 
psychologists we took an imaginary leap 
that the biok^caltybetter-edncated would 
not have risked.? 

This week ReNeuron has secured 
£250,000 from Merlin Ventures, the seed 
capita] trust founded by Chris Evans, the 
colourful Welsh entrepreneur, who has 
launched a string of technology companies 
on the London stock market. 

ReNeurorfs research noses difficult eth- 
ical issues. The prospect of transplanting 
brain tissue raises the spectre of Franken- 
stein. Already cryogenics - freezing the 
head or body after death in the hope that 
science may be able to resurrect them - 
is a multi-roilhon dollar industry. 

Professor Gray is worried about such 
wild imagining. Bathe emphasises that his 
approach is not about improving the 
brain, but restoring it 
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Ice-man cometh: Ph oto gr a pher Thomas J Aber- 
crombie after four hours’ vraric at the IGY South 
Pole research station in 1957. On 17 September 
that year, a temperature of -102. IF was record- 
ed, making it officially the coldest spot on earth. 
Yesterday 40 years later, Austrafia proposed do»- 


ingtwo of its three Antarctic research bases, and 
turning them into tourist centres. Until now, 
tourism has been discouraged because of fears for 
the delicate ecosystem. Now, scientists say ex- 
peditions may be allowed - under strict supervi- 
sion- Full report; Page 9 Photograph: Paul A Sipte 


Louise’s fate lies in a judge’s conscience 


The fate of Louise 
Woodward rests with 

Judge Hiller Zobel. 

So did the disappearance 
of key evidence, and its 

strange reappearance 
almost at trial’s end, 
hamper her defence? 

The judge will sleep on it 
perhaps for many nights. 
His final decfck**» will be 
posted on the Internet 
and David Usbame, along 
with many millions* wiH 
be waiting. 


Pleading before the court for 
seo tending refief for their client, 
defence lawyers for Louise 
Woodward said yesterday that 

they had been put at a grave dis- 
advantage at trial because key 
autopsy photographs of the 
skull of the victim, Matthew 
Eappen, had not been made 
available until almost the last 
moment 

Shockingly, the lead lawyer 
for Ms Woodward, • Barry 
Scheck, went on to suggest 
that, had they had access to the 
pictures earlier, the defence 
migh t not have taken the con- 
troversial decision to put Ms 
Woodward on the stand to as- 
sert her own innocence. This 
may imply regret amongst the 
lawyer* about her testimony. 
In a post-verdict hearing in 


the courtroom where Ms 
Woodward was found guilty 
nearly a week ago, Mr Scheck 
raged Judge Hiller Zobel to call 
a re-trial principally because of 
the photographs. “I leave it to 
your conscience, your honour,” 
Mr Scheck finished. 

Pound at the back of a cup- 
board in the Medical Examin- 
er’s office and submitted to the 
trial after Ms Woodward’s ap- 
pearance, foe pictures appear to 
support the crux of the defence 
case that the head impact that 
killed Matthew did not happen 
on 4 February, as alleged, but up 
to three weeks earlier. • 

Judge Zobel could throw 
out the verdict and declare an 
acquittal, caS anew trial, or re- 
duce MS Woodward's conviction 
to one of manslaughter with a 


much lower sentence. Or. of 
course, he could let the decision 
of the 12-person jury stand. 
His tensely awaited decision 
will be posted on the Internet, 
not announced in court, and 
could come today. If not, it is 
likely to be early next week. 

As expected, the defence 
pushed at all three doors yes- 
terday, including the option of 
a manslaughter conviction, lb 
shape the evidence as heard by 
tiie jury to fit that charge, the 
defence said itwas ready to ac- 
cept that Ms Woodward may 
have inflicted some “trivial” 
trauma on Matthew on 4 Feb- 
ruary that triggered a re-bleed 
of die brain dot which it says 
was caused three weeks before. 

The prosecution, however, 
urged the judge to deny all three 


motions. •'You should not try to 
substitute your judgment for 
the judgment of the jury,” the 
lead prosecutor, Gerard Leone, 
told the judge, adding that h 
would be wrong also to at- 
tempt to play the role of the 
“thirteenth juror”. 

Mr Leone also stressed that 
the defence made its own bed 
when it elected before the tri- 
al’s end to withhold from the 
jury manslaughter as an option 


for conviction, leaving it only 
with murder or not guilty. 

While expectations seemed 
to be rising that some action 
would be taken by Judge Zobel 
to mitigate tbe plight of Ms 
Woodward, itwas undear what 
route he would take or whether 
the defence bad given him suf- 
ficient information to overturn 
the status quo. 

Agonising wait; page 3 
Suzanne Moore, page 21 
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TODAY’S NEWS 


Baldness: finally the 
breakthrough? 


After years ofsearduqg a saentifkafy-provenaire for bald- 
ness may be near. Medical agencies m Britain and the Unit- 
ed Stares are considering licencing a drqg to stop male balding 
and even reverse it. Balding men who have been using die 
drug finasteride, marketed as Proscar, to treat enlarged 
prostare glands, found their hair growing back. In clinical 
trials following their discovery, nearly half of those treated 
with a milder form of Proscar had increases in hair growth, 
with around 100 hairs returning on every inch of balding 
scalp. Page 3 


M&S to go global 


Marks & Spencer has announced an aggressive plan for glob- 
al expansion, investing £2.1 bn over the next three years, 
and creating another 5.000 jobs in Britain. Here, it plans 
to open up to 20 more local stores specialising in its food 
ranges, plus specialist menswear, women’s dodwig and home 
furnishing scores. But it is to open more shops on the con- 
tinent; and in the Far East and Middle East Page 22 


Anti-hunt MP must hide 


The Labour MP who yesterday published his Bill to out- 
law fcec-huntiig, has told The Independent that he was warned 
by die police to take his wife and three children out of 
their home for their own safety during a protest march 
against his measure. Mike Foster, the Worcester MP, toW 
us he believes he has the support of 90 per cent of Labour 
MPs and some Tories too. But the pro-hum^fhg Country- 
side Alliance attacked his Bill as unworkable and dracon- 
ian, saying it would make anyone who owned a dog which 
hunted something liable to prosecution. Interview and 
story, Page 7 


Royal Opera near crash 


The Royal Opera House is teetering on the brink of in- 
solvency, according to its chairman. Lord Chadlington. ‘If 
we can't gee funds into the Opera House in a very short 
time, then the probability is that the House will become 
insolvent... It is going to be extremely difficult this week, 
maybe over the next ten days, to get ourselves through 
it, but I think we have a small opportunity to get through 
rt,” he said. His words come less than 24 hours after die 
Secretary of State for Culture, Chris Smith, announced that 
the Royal Opera, the English National Opera and die Roy- 
al Ballet should all be housed under the same Covent Gar- 
den roof. Pages 3,16 


and so is Gay Pride 


The London Lesbian and Gay Pride festival has been thrown 

into doubt after its organising body, the Pride Trust went 
into voluntary liquidation with debts of nearly £170,000. 
The festival ckdms to be the worfcft largest free music event 
and attracts over 250,000 people a year. Page 2 


03 Cisco 

Powered Network 


How important is this 
new logo? 


1M 


Well, the last time we brought 
your business something 
completely new It was called 
the Internet. 


i - 


When your network service provider carries tibe 
Cisco Powered Network™ mark, it means their 
network is built with Cisco technology - die 
technology that makes tbe Internet a reality for 
millions of businesses around the world. 

Everywhere, every day, virtually all of the 
world’s Internet traffic flows through Cisco 
equipment. It’s the reason that an e-mail message 
arrives in Buenos Aires from Hong Kong ‘ 
instandy; that a branch office in San Francisco 
can share files with its London headquarters in 
compJere-secuncy; that a group of busy 


telecommuters can accomplish a productive day 
of work without ever leaving their homes: 

Look for the Cisco Powered Network mark 
in your network service provider’s materials. 
When you see it, you’ll know your service is 


01997 GxsSysBiB, Inc. AS rigbu racrraL 


jvu see u, yvu u Know your service IS 
backed by the products and technology that 
make the world’s networks work for business. 
For more information 

about whar Cisco products CjsuSmm 
can do for your business, 
visit our Web site at 
www.cisco.com. 


TheNetwork TJPbcks.- 
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Gay Pride festival heads 
for financial fall 


The future of the annual London Lesbian and Gay Pride festival, which 
claims to be the world’s largest free music event, attracting more than a 
quarter of a million people, has been thrown into serious doubt by the 
voluntary liquidation of the festival’s oiganiser, The Pride Bust. 

The situation is not new. Pride has always lurched from financial cri- 
sis to crisis - the Pnde Trust itself was set up five years a go after the pre- 
vious organisers went bankrupt Since then, the company, which relies 
heavily on volunteers, has managed to deal with accumulated losses by 
encouraging suppliers and sponsors to pay in advance for the foDowing 
year. This year's event which was oveibudgeted by £80,000, inherited a 
rollover deficit of over £100,000 from last year. 

“Pride needs a clean slate and the Trust is not prepared to defer the 
deficit for yet another year." said Rachel Smith, chairperson, who is like- 
ly to make an announcement next week. “In August our figures showed 
we had made enough money this year to dear the deficit. But a number 
of additional invoices have since come in, including things we were not 

prepared for, such as £40,000 in 
lost equipment, some higher 
than expected invoices, and some 
sponsors paying us less because 
things didn't go to plan." 

Teddy Witherington; The 
Pride Trust's company secretary 
and festival producer, who left the 
organisation this summer to work 
in the United States, blames 
“power struggles within the Pride 
Trust”, with “too few people 
making too many decisions”, 
and Lhe fact that the Trust has 
fa fled to raise new sponsorship 
deals over the past four months. 
“Pride- has become a monster 
that's got out of control," said Kim Lucas, the woman behind Summer 
Rites, set up two years ago as a commercially based alternative festival 
for gav Londoners. She blames this year's losses on a lack of contingen- 
cy money set aside for “those extra expenses which always crop up”. 

Whoever is to blame for the current crisis, it is likely to bring to the 
surface a rift in (he community based on different philosophical approaches 
to the event. Trust directors are hoping to find volunteers over the com- 
ing weeks to develop a new community-based, not-for-profit organisa- 
tion which could oversee a scaled-down festival next year. 

This approach is in line with Pride’s history of community politics. It 
was bom in 1 972 with a march of 800 members of the then London Gay 
Liberation Front. Over the past few years. Pride has grown substantial- 
ly year-on-year, becoming a commercial event attracting big-name pop 
groups and mainstream businesses such as United Airlines, Holsten Pils 
and Evian. who put up a iota) £200.000 in sponsorship this year. 

“It has been run by well-intentioned amateurs, which perhaps was okay 
when ii was small, but when you're talking about up to 500,000 people 
you’ve got to run it differently." says John Holding, who has acted as the 
Pride Trust’s auditor since 1994. Mr Holding, and others within the com- 
munity, believe it is time to develop a profit-based consortium of busi- 
nesses to run the show. He warns: “The danger is that if we don’t do it, 
then purely commercial interests will end up taking control.” 

— Caron Upman 



Spring steps down after 15 years as Labour chief 


Dublin's former foreign minister Dick Spring will 
today end days of speculation by standing down af- 
ter 15 years as leader of Ireland’s Labour Party. 

A former rugby interna tionaL gaelic footballer, 
barrister, golfer and greyhound enthusiast, Mr 
Spring, 47. nicknamed “Groucho” for his dour de- 
meanour, fuelled rumours by declining to confirm 
he would lead Labour into the next election. 

TWo d amaging poll defeats accelerated the de- 
cision. June's general election saw Labour decimated; 
its 1992 peak of 33 Dail seats cut to just 1 7. Voters 
never forgave the party for a 1992 about-turn, when 
stinging criticism of FI anna Fail’s standards was 
abruptly replaced by coalition with them. 

Last week's presidential race saw Mr Spring's 
choice, the anti-nuclear campaigner Adi Roche, 
crushed by Mary McAleese, prompting some to ques- 
tion his judgement. 

Another factor was the recent death of Mr Spring's 
mother, Anna. For 50 years she was so dedicated to 
her first husband Dan and subsequently to her son’s 
constituents (she was even summoned to deliver ba- 
bies and lay out corpses) that a colleague observed- 
“She made sure grass didn't grow in Kerry without 
Dan Spring knowing about it." 


Mr Spring became party leader and a cabinet min- 
ister at 32 in 1981 barely 18 months after entering 
the Dail, modernising policy with a pragmatic so- 
cial democracy, and purging MflitanL Civil servants 
judged him one of the hardest-working ministers. 

In 1993, after the ERA Warrington bomb, Mr 
Spring urged Irish people to wear white ribbons as 
a protest against the IRA. Addressing the child vic- 
tims' parents, be wrote in The Independent, “The real 
Ireland walks in spirit behind the coffins of your sons.” 

He also forged a helpful easy rapport with Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton, assisted by one Irish aide's mas- 
terly golfing tips. By June, Mr Spring was burned out 
by relentless glebe-trotting, European Union diplo- 
macy in Ireland's 1996 presidency, the Northern Ire- 
land peace process, domestic battles and long trips 
between Dublin and his Keny seat Overseas absences 
also sparked accusations that Labour was losing touch 
with worsening domestic crime and heroin problems. 

Throughout, Labour strategist Fergus Finlay de- 
manded utmost respect for his leader. Sean Duig- 
nan, Taoiseach Albert Reynolds’ spokesman, 
quipped “I kind of like Spring, but he’s touchy, and 
when he’s not being touchy Fergus is touchy for him." 

— Alan Murdoch 


Rude words from Prodigy at the music awards 
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Given a combination of The 
Prodigy, Chris Evans, the Spice 
Girls and Oasis, the Q Magazine 
music awards could hardly have 
been anything but a PR man’s 
dream yesterday. They did not 
disappoint 

The mix and match of sensa- 
tion and hype included Chris 
Evans hying to buiy the hatch- 
et with the bead of Radio One 
after being told to P *k off by The 
Prodigy (left) for not playing then- 
album on his radio show, veter- 
an producer Phil Spector insult- 
ing the Spice Girls, and Liam 
Gallagher encouraging the pub- 
lic to go out and gel arrested like 


his brother Liam did after the 
awards last year. 

Eclipsed by it all was the fact 
that Radiobead won album of the 
year for OAT Computer , The 
Prodigy won best live act, and The 
\fetve were beaten to best new act 
by the Fun Lovin’ Criminals. 

PhD Spector, who won a spe- 
cial award for his long career in 
the music industry, said that in 
America right-wing Christian 
groups claim the Spice Girl’s per- 
formances are like pornographic 
movies. But he added: “A porno 
movie has got better music.” 

— Paul McCann 
Media Correspondent 


McGovern on screen shortlist 


Jimmy McGovern, the writer, 
bas been nominated for anoth- 
er award for Hillsborough, his 
hard-hitting do cu drama about 
the Hillsborough football disas- 
ter, in a British-dominated line 
up of Emmy nominations. 

Hillsborough , which won a 
Bafta earlier this year and which 
bas been credited with getting the 
Government to open a judicial in- 


quiry into the death of 95 Liver- 
pool fans in the tragedy, leads a 
line-up of 9 British-made Emmy 
nominees out of 18. 

The programme, made by 
Granada for ITV is joined on 
the shortlist for besL drama by 
Crossing the Floor, Channel 4’s 
satire on contemporary British 
politics. 

— Paul McCann 


UPDATE 
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£l2m turns tenants Into landlords yw 

Almost 1,900 tenants of Scottish.Hpmes in Dundee have become . theis; . ' . 
own laucQonfc in a £12m transfer deal which is set to benefit the area's? 
economy, it was announced today. 

The move comes after a secret ballot in April in whicft.94percebtof , 
local tenants gave their backing to the tenant-led Abertay Housing As-^ 
sodation. The handover has marked the end of the landlord rqte-in the 
North-east of Scotland for Lhe country's hugest housing agency.; - • - . r :i 
Over the next five years, the. community-based grouphas plans to spend' ~ : 
£5.5tn on improvements to the houses and on major repairs! The 1,876 bous-y ' 
es involved in the £11.8rn transfer are located throughout the city. Arm 
Clark, a Scottish Homes board member, described the move as “a brilliant! 
example of tenants taking control of their own future”. The Royal Bank 
of Scotland is providing loan funding for the acquiritipn^ndBsrpnwemeats. ' : 

. . . ■ •“ t ■ • V.‘«i "v 

travel ;; ; 

Traffic jam grows into next century 

Motorway congestion is getting worse by about 5 per cent annually, and 
in the past 12 months it grew by 5.1 per cent, according to independent--" 
data collected by Trafficmaster. 

The worst-affected motorway was the M25, where on an average day. 
almost 480,000 vehicles were delayed - particularly on the recently widenetf. 
sections be twee nj unctions 15 and 16. The next worst-affected areas were-' 
the Midlands and the North-east Since 19 93, congestion bas grown by 
almost 20 per cent trading Trafficmaster, which maintains a network of 
sensors monitoring the average speed of traffic, to predict that conges- 
tion in the early part of lhe next century will be at the high end of gov- , 
eminent forecasts. The time lost due to heavy traffic equates to about 38,'. 
million man hours, involves 55 million vehicles and costs UK businesses, | 
roughly £1.8bn in resources and time. ' “ 

— Charles Arthur, Science Erfitor i 

fina nce 

Looking for eco-friendly investment 

Investors are becoming increasingly worried about where their money is in- , 
vested, with the vast majority concerned that their investments should not^ 
benefit companies which are harming the world, a report said yesterday. 

Friends Provident, the life and pension group, is trying to persuade more, 
financial advisers to ask customers at the interview stage about their etb- , 
ical views. A survey carried out by the mutual organisation revealed that 1 
half the number of investors did not know where there money was invested.. 

Of 993 adults who took part in the survey, 94 per cent said they want- ! 
ed their investment to benefit companies which were helping rather Qian, 
harming the world. Some 93 per cent said they would like to make a prof- 
it without anyone getting hurt in the process. Environmental damage and . * 
pollution, unnecessary exploitation of animals and exploitation of deyel- " 
oping countries were areas that investors were keenest to avoid. Friends 
Provident stressed one of the potential barriers to ethical investment was ' 
a perception that an ethical policy would damage investment returns. 


esswco^^ 

The Independent is sponsoring an essay competition for law students 
to win a free place at the College of Law. Entrants have to write an 
essay under the question “What are Law Schools For?”. The winner 
will have all tuition fees few the course paid 

Last year's winner of the College of Law/ Independent competi- 
tion, Abdul Hoq Mohammed, gained a training contract at Lincoln's 
Inn based Towers and Hamlins. 

Entries, in not more than 1,500 words, should be sent to; Col- 
lege of Law Essay Competition, College of Law, Braboeuf Manor, St 
Catherines, Guildford, Surrey, GU3 I HA For more information con- 
tact the college marketing department on 01483 460350. 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada (J) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (dracbmci J 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2J9 Italy (lira) 2,77 3 

19.80 Japan (yen) 201.76 

58.17 Malta (lira) 0.62 

2 JO Netherlands (guilders) 3.17 

0.83 Norway (kroner) 11.55 

10.79 Rirtugal (escudos) 286.02 

9.42 Spain (pesetas) 236.91 

2.82 Sweden (kroner) 12.37 

445.19 Switzerland (francs) 2J0 

12J8 Turkey (lira) 294,533 

1.09 USA ($) • 1.63 

Source Thomas Cook 
Rots for InScndon purpose only 
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Drug to reverse 
baldness may soon 
get British licence 


It sounds like a dream 
come true for balding 
men “ a drug which 
could be used to prevent 
hair loss and even 
stimulate regrowth. 
Medical agencies on both 
sides of the Atlantic are 
a t present considering 
whether to licence 
finasteride to aid hair 
^growth. But says 
Glenda Cooper , Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
trichologists warn this is 
a 'step forward’ rather 
than the answer. 


When balding men took the 
prescription-only drug finas- 
teride, marketed under the 
name Proscar for the treat- 
ment of enlarged prostate 
glands, they found that their hair 
started growing back. 

Now both the Food and 
Drug Administration in the US 
and the Medicines Control 
Agency in Britain are consid- 
ering whether to grant a licence 
for a milder form of the drug to 
be used specifically to treat 
hair loss. A decision is likely to 
be taken in Britain early next 
year. 

At present, Proscar is only li- 
censed for prostate problems 
but Merck Sharp & Dohme, 
who make the drug, have been 
carrying out clinical trials. 

More than 1,500 men took 
part in Phase HI trials. After a 
year, a panel of dermatologists 


found 48 percent of men treat- 
ed with Propecia (a milder 
form of Proscar) had increases 
in hair growth compared with 
7 per cent of men receiving a 
placebo. 

Excessive hair loss stopped 
and there was regrowth of 
around 100 hairs in every inch 
of previously balding scalp. 
Self-assessment by the “pa- 
tients” demonstrated signifi- 
cant increases in hair growth. 

While almost all men expe- 
rience a change in their hairline 
at puberty, around 25 per cent 
suffer “hairline retreat". The 
condition, which is hereditary, 
occurs when high levels of the 
male hormone testosterone are 
convened to a derivative, di- 
hydrotest osierone (DHT). 

High levels of DHT cause 
hair follicles to age premature- 
ly and shrivel Finasteride works 
by blocking an enzyme, 5-alpha- 
reductase, which converts 
testosterone to DHT 

Fred Morenberg, a 62-year- 
old divorcee, started taking 
Proscar for an enlarged- 
prostate condition three years 
ago. He said after eight months 
he noticed his hair was becom- 
ing “more robust'’ and now to 
the untrained eye it looks as if 
he has a full bead of hair. 

Mark O'Donnell, 31, told 
BBC’s face Value programme 
that losing his hair at the age of 
22 was every man's worst night- 
mare “It’s no fun being 26 and 
looking 36,” be said. Over six 
years, he spent £12,000 on dif- 
ferent products. He learned 
about Proscar over the Internet 
and asked his GP to prescribe 
it for him. After two years, he 


says he looks as if he is just be- 
ginning to lose his hair at the 
front as opposed to being en- 
tirely bald. “I was a nasty per- 
son when 1 was bald ... 1 was 
bitter and felt cheated They 
wfl] have to take [the drug] out 
of my cold dead hands." 

Although, reported side ef- 
fects of foe drag indude reduced 
libido, impotence and lesser 
ejaculatory volume, Merck 
Sharp & Dohme daim adverse 
reactions are ‘‘infrequent" - 
with just 1 J8 per cent of patterns 
experiencing decreased libido. 

A spokesman for the Insti- 
tute of Trichologists said last 
night: “Ws don’t really know the 
longterm side-effects until it has 
been used for a long time ... 
I'm not sure that some things 
are worth taking a chance over 
in life.” 

Bui John Mason, chairman 
of the institute said the drug was 
“relatively free" of side-effects 
and added: *fts fir as these men 
are concerned, impotence or the 
other side-effects doesn’t seem 
to worry them compared to 
their hair." 

He added that the effects 
were usually only seen in men 
with early balding patterns 
rather than those who lost their 
hair later in life. 

Susan Aldridge author of 
Hair Loss - The Answers said 
that within five years she ex- 
pected to see more specific 
drugs on the market: “The 
medical profession is taking 
hair loss more seriously," she 
said. “Tliis is a step forward but 
it’s not the answer.” 

•Face Value is on BBC1 at 7pm 
tonight. 
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Hair tomorrow? New hope is at hand for men troubled by the 'staphead* image personified fay the television 
actor Gregor Fisher’s portrayal of the Baldy Man Photograph: Daffy Record 
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Royal Opera House on brink of bankruptcy 


The crisis over Britain’s 
national opera 
companies took yet 
another dramatic twist 
yesterday when the 
chairman of the Royal 
Opera House disclosed 
that it is on the brink of 
insolvency. David Lister , 
Arts News Editor, 
reports. 


Lord Chadlington told a House 
of Commons select committee 
that present debts of £4.7m 
could nearly double over the 
next two years. 

The Culture, Media and 
Sport Committee was dis- 
cussing; among other things, the 
shock proposal made on Mon- 
day by the Secretary of State, 
Chri? Smith, that Britain’s two 
national opera companies share 
a home in Covent Garden; that 
the Royal Opera House is re- 


named Covent Garden and be- 
comes a receiving house; and 
that the English National 
Opera’s present borne, foe Lon- 
don Coliseum, ceases to be a 
national opera house. 

Bat Lord Chadlington’s dra- 
matic evidence cast doubt on 
whether the Royal Opera and 
Royal Ballet might even remain 
in operation unless emergency 
funding is found. 

He said: “If we cannot get 
funds into the Opera House in 
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the veiy short term then foe pos- 
sibility is that the house could 
become insolvent. Unless we 
can find a solution on our own 
then the house will become in- 
solvent." He said auditors had 
attended the last board meet- 
ing of the ROH, and the house 
now had to present balanced 
budgets to the Arts Council by 
next week. He added that he 
was talking to potential donors. 

The chairman of the com- 
mittee, Gerald Kaufman, asked 


if this meant the bouse could go 
into receivership. 

Lord Chadlington replied: 
“Thai is the conversation we are 
currently having. I believe there 
is a way through. I believe 
there is a small opportunity to 
get through iL" 

He said the accumulated 
losses were £4.7m to April 1997. 
Foil owing poor ticket sales in 
temporary venues, estimates 
were a further loss of up to £3m 
by April 1998, and still further 


losses in the 20 months op to the 
reopening of the house. 

He added that donors had 
been ringing up yesterday say- 
ing they had given money to one 
kind of opera house and now 
discovered it was going to be an- 
other kind of opera house. 

In his evidence, Cbris Smith 
stressed that his proposals were 
merely that, not definite deci- 
sions, and that he would await 
the report of Sir Richard Eyre’s 
review committee in May. 


In Elton, you could just hear 
the crunch of dashed hopes 


People » 


PeopfcTfcdHWfagy 


It had been an agonising 
wait, creeping from the 
moment Louise 
Woodward was found 
guilty last week until the 
arrival of Judge Hiller 
Zobel yesterday at the 
Boston, Massachusetts, 
court house. His decision 
not to decide on 
whether she should be 
freed yesterday did little 
to ease the pain. Esther 
Leach reports 


Woodward’s supporters in her 
home village of Ebon, Cheshire, 
put a brave face on rt, saying 
they had not been expecting an 
immediate decision. 

But underfoot there was the 
faint crunching of dashed 
hopes. Earlier in foe day foe 
mood had been stoic, shot 
through with op timism. The 
women and children of Elton 
had chanted foe 1 9-year-old 
au pair’s innocence. 

The streets are decked with 
yellow ribbons tied round lamp- 
posts and trees. Posters declar- 
ing Woodward's innocence and 
demanding her release are 
taped to benches and doors. 

Children missed school to 
cram into foe Rigger Public 
House with their parents to 
watch the latest live broadcast 
of foe hearing. Behind foe gi- 
ant screen set up by Sky Tele- 
vision is a support desk which 
is taking almost continuous 
telephone calls from all over 




Elton shows its support 
Photograph: Peter Mactfarmfd 

Britain donating cash to the 
Woodward appeal. Anne Wal- 
lace, taking foe calls, said she 
was overwhelmed with the 
words of encouragement from 

strangers. “I came down here 
just to donate some money and 
found myself manning the 
phones. There is an over- 
whelming feeling of commit- 
ment to the cause and an 
npghfllreahli* faith in foe inno- 
cence of Louise Woodward." 

One campaigner. Hazel 
Mayamba-Kasonga, said foe 
judge’s derision today was ex- 
actly what she expected. 

She added: “We can wait as 
long as it takes. We can go on 
supporting Sue and Gary 
Woodward for as long as it 
takes. We are thinking of send- 
ing some of Louise's friends 
over to her to keep her com- 
pany. There have been offers of 
help-homes for Sue and Gary 
to stay in while they are in 
Boston and also in this country 


when they come home and 
need some privacy”. 

The campaign has also been 
offered the help of a London 
barrister free erf charge. John 
Cooper said he will co-ordinate 
all foe other offers of legal 
help now being made. 

One of Woodward’s friends. 
Kate Hagen, 19, wearing a yel- 
low “Justice for Louise” 
sweater, said she was disap- 
pointed the judge would not 
make a decision yesterday. She 
added: “It's all getting a bit too 
much. They are playing a time 
game. Louise can only take so 
much. When ] heard the news 
I had to get away for half an 
hour on my own. It’s a huge dis- 
appointment to me. 1 don’t 
know how Louise be taking 
this but it makes us want to go 
ou fi ghting and fighting ” 

Paul Lawton, a trucker, led 
foe march for Louise Wood- 
ward in his 38-ton articulated 
lorry, decked out with yellow 
ribbons. He had driven back 
from Europe after delivering a 
cargo of doth, where he had 
been flashed and beeped 
throughout his journey because 
of his yellow ribbons. 

He’s one of 15 drivers at a 
haulage firm in Elton who have j 
committed themselves to the 
campaign. - I 

“Jean Whyte, a supporter of 
foe campaign, asked if 1 would 
help with putting ribbons on the 
trucks and all the lads helped 
OUL 

“Our main priority is to get 
Louise home. All the support! 
got on foe journey gave me an 
eerie feeling because it was so 
unanimous." 



ta?t«8®s Bo 


|p 





Vlivvy; 

10 0 - ; . 


^ -• . \ 
l : . 


! 



Haliborange has always tasted great 
Noty each high strength tablet makes a fizzy drink 
that holds as much Vitamin C as twenty freshly 
squeezed oranges. 

Helping you to stay fit and replace the Vitamin C 
lost through colds and flu. 

In either ruby orange or lemon, you’ll find it’s 
equally delicious. Enjoy. 
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Boom in births 
for couples taking 
test-tube option 


Test-tube births 
increased 25 per cent 
fast year as success rates 
for the technique rose 
to their highest level. 
Jeremy Laurence, Health 
Editor, reports on the 
booming demand for 
in-vitro fertilisation and 
the pressures it places on 
couples desperate for 
children. 


The 20.(XN)th test" cube birth 
was achieved in Britain Iasi 
year as patients flocked in in- 
cr easing numbers tor the treat- 
ment that costs around £2,000 
per attempt and still has a less 
than one-in-six chance of suo 
cess. 

Figures published yesterday 
by the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology' Authority in its 
annual report show over 5.50(1 
live births were achieved in the 
15 months to last March from 
almost 37JXKJ treatment cy- 
cles. a success rale of 15 per 
cent. 

That rale, the highest yet. 
is 1.2 per cent up on the success 
rate in 1904 and almost double 
the S.h per cent achieved a 
decade ago in 1985. 

However, it is still well be- 
low the average rate of 25 per 
cem per month For couples 
cuncehina naturally. 

In 19ii5. the latest full year 
lor which figures are available. 
22.587 patients wore treated, a 
six-fold increase compared with 
the 5,7 J 7 in 19N5. 

When Steptoe and Edwards 
achieved the first successful 
birth in l r »7S the world was 
shocked at the idea that life 
could be started in u test-tube. 
Now it is an accepted medical 
treatment for infertility. 

Ruth Dcech. chairman of 
the authority which licenses 
the clinics, said: “In-vitro fer- 
tilisation originated in the UK 


and we remain one of the few 
countries in the world which 
regulates such treatments via a 
statutory governmental body. 
As the number of couples seek- 
ing such treatment rises rapid- 
ly. they can be reassured that 
they w0] receive a high standard 
of care and medical expertise, 
wherever in the country they are 
treated." 

However, a spokesman con- 
firmed that success rates vary 
widely, with some dimes per- 
forming at least twice as well as 
others. Figures on individual 
clinics' success rates arc to be 
published in a guide for patients 
next month. 

The use of a new technique 
for treating sub-fertile men by 
injecting a single sperm into the 
egg increased four-fold last 
year, reducing the need for do- 
nated sperm. 

The technique, known as 
ICSI (Intra Cytoplasmic Sperm 
Injection), was introduced four 
years ago and 12*00 babies have 
been bom so far. 

Success rates have risen dra- 
matically from the initial 4.6 per 
cent to 19.6 per cent as the skill 
of practitioners has improved. 

Special competency assess- 
ment has been introduced for 
clinics offering the treatment to 
ensure high standards, the au- 
thority said. 

.Almost a third of births in 
the past 15 months were of 
twins, triplets or quadruplets, 
which earn an increased risk of 
complications and can impose 
emotional and financial pres- 
sure on the parents. 

Mrs Dcech said that the au- 
thority would keep the multiple 
birth rate, the highest yet seen 
for 1 VF. under “active consid- 
eration". 

She said: “Multiple births 
can be the source of great stress 
and anxiety for parents. People 
undergoing 1VF treatment 
should be aware that, as the 
technique becomes more suc- 
cessful. so the risk of a multi- 
ple birth increases." 


DA I LY POEM 

A Curse on My Former Bank Manager 


b/ Adnan Mitchell 


May your computer twiich every time it remembers money 
until the witches mount and become a mechanical ache 
and may the ache increase until the tapes begin to servant 
and may the pus of data hurst from its metal skin 


and just before the downpour of mohen ahmtiniwn 
may you he preening in front of your computer 
and may you he saying to your favourite millionaire 
yes it cost nine hundred thousand but it repays every penny 

and may the hundred-mile tape which records my debts spring 
out 

like a supersonic two-dimensional boa-constrictor 
and may it slip under your faultless collar and surround your hair- 
less neck 

and may it tighten and tighten until it has repaid everything l owe 
you 


This week’s poems celebrate the 65th birthday of Adrian 
Mitchell, the lyrical, radical conscience of British poetry for 
40 yea rs. They come from the new collection Heart on the Left: 
Poems /dSS-IdSd, published by Blondaxe Books at £9.95. 
“Among all the voices of the Court." says Ted Hughes, Adri- 
an Mitchell is “a voice as welcome as Lear’s Fool". 



Into the unknown: Lorries at Dover yesterday waiting to cross the Channel 


Photograph: Tom PUston 


Tempers fray in truckers’ dispute 


The government of 
Uonef Jospin has staked 
its credibility, both at 
home and within 
Europe, on an early 
solution to the French 
truckers’ dispute. As 
John Uchfkkf and Ian Burrell 
report, there were signs 
yesterday that the main 
French employers* 
federation may be 
prepared to give ground 
in new talks today or 
tomorrow but some 
British drivers’ tempers 
are fraying. 


French police reckon that it 
would take 300 truck barricades 
to paralyse France. At the height 
of the crippling 10-day dispute 
last winter, there were 250 bar- 
riers. Yesterday, on the second 
day of the new truckers’ strike, 
the number grew to 140, in- 
cluding one, briefly, at the ac- 
cess road to Lhe Channel Tunnel 
near Calais. 

Unlike lost year, the police 
have received strict orders from 
the government to keep open 
the main frontier crossings and 
other key points. The truckers, 
despite some angry scuffles with 
foreign drivers, have mostly 
avoided confrontation. Twelve 
out of the 13 French oil re- 
fineries, and many other key in- 
dustrial sites and arterial roads, 
remained blocked, however. 


In Lille, where 400 lorry dri- 
vers were trapped all day, the 
frustration proved too much 
for one Irish trucker who was 
taken away by police after try- 
ing to smash his way through the 
road-block. In his escape at- 
tempt he rammed one french 
vehicle leaving it badly damaged 
and injured a picket who tried 
to stop him getting away. 

British lorries successfully 
broke through a road-block six 
miles south of Boulogne after 
pickets briefly lifted a plank 
spiked whh nails, which they had 
used to block the carriageway. 

Daniel Hodges, of the Road 
Haulage Association, described 
the strikers’ attempts to stop the 
fleeing lorries as “the most dis- 
turbing development to dale". 
And he added: “It is vital that 


the French union leaders con- 
demn acts of violence and con- 
trol their members on the 
ground. It's equally important 
that the French police ensure the 
safety of all nationalities in- 
volved in this dispute." 

At present, the dispute ap- 
pears to be delicately poised. 
The largest federation of French 
transport companies - accused 
by some of deliberately pro- 
voking the strike - failed yes- 
terday to turn up for talks at the 
transport ministry, saying It 
needed tune to consult its mem- 
bers. But. in a marked change 
of approach, it promised that it 
would be ready to negotiate se- 
riously by today on the im- 
proved pay deal agreed by other 
employers and some unions at 
the weekend. 


Computer crisis bills bite 

The Government faces a multi-million bill to ensure that its.com- 
puters are not disrupted at the turn of the millennium, it emerged 
last night. Departments confirmed in a series of Commons writ- 
ten replies that the money to foot the bill to overcome the “com- 
puter millennium problem” 1 will have to cotoe out of existing funds. 

Ministers made dear they had "defined the scope of the prob- 
lem and realistically assessed the risks, planned for the effective 
testing of solutions, initiated the preparation of contingency plans 
and are taking steps to strengthen contracts with suppliers". 

Department for Education and Employment minister, Kim 
Howells, disclosed that his department would have to pay an es- 
timated £27.7m over the next two to three years towards the cost 
of securing millennium compliance. “The necessary funding is 
being found from existing financial provision." he said. 

The Ministry of Agriculture estimated the cost of resolving 
the computer problem at £9.4m, and the Department of 
Transport. Environment and the Regions would be spending more 
than £3tn. 


Czechs to stop gypsy exodus 

The Government last night won an assurance from the Czech 
Republic that it would seek to prevent any further mass arrivals 
of gypsy asylum seekers into Britain. 

The Immigration minister, Mike O'Brien, met the Czech min- 
ister without portfolio. Pave! Bratinka, for 40 minutes in Lon- 
don to discuss the arrival in recent weeks of more than 1,000 Czech 
and Slovak asylum seekers and their dependants. 

During what was described as a “very useful and very friend- 
ly" discussion, Mr Bratinka acknowledged the burden that the 
mass arrivals had imposed on Britain and promised to try to help 
alleviate the situation. In the longer term, be said, the Czech gov- 
ernment was working to integrate the gypsies -who often lacked 
skills and were the target of attacks from right-wing extremists. 
- more fully into society. 

Mr O'Brien said Britain intended to keep open its options on 
imposing visas on visitors from the Czech Republic and Slova- 
kia. despite a warning from Mr Bratinka that it would only 
increase resentment against the gypsies. 


Cartoons robbing children’s TV of diversity, says broadcasting watchdog 


Cartoons make up two-thirds ofaJI terres- 
trial, satellite and cable television for chil- 
dren and the diversity of broadcasting is 
declining, a report claims. 

Some valuable TV shows are becoming 
an endangered species and parents should 
be worried by the trend, says the Broad- 
casting Standards Commission. 

Factual programming has fallen to just 
2 per cent of total output from all broad- 
casters and pre-school shows account for 
only 6 per cent of the total. 

Cartoons like The Simpsons , Scooby 
Doo.Tbm and Jerry and Disney’s iVinrue The 
Pooh have become mainstays which are 


squeezing other children's programmes 
out of the schedules, says the BSC’s Pro- 
vision of Children’s Television reporL 
Its new survey found that animation 
makes up 35 per cent of BBCl’S children’s 
output and 40 per cent of ITV’s. 

ITV’s young factual programming has 
fallen to 7 per cent from 22 per cent. That 
has been accompanied by a drop in ITV dra- 
ma aimed at youngsters - from 23 per cent 
to 12 per cent. Pre-school output has also 
dropped on BBC1 from 18 per cent in 1981 
to 7 percent last year. 

Children's BBC, regarded as the mod- 
el for broadcasters, should be regulated in 


the same way as ITV on provision, diver- 
sity and foreign programme quotas because 
it has suffered a decline in budget and home- 
grown production, the report says. Com- 
mission chairman Lady Howe said today: 
“The diversity of broadcasting offered to 
British children is declining over the five 
years of our study and we should be con- 
cerned about that. The tradition of public 
service broadcasting was to encourage the 
child’s development as a good citizen, with 
critical abilities and an interest in a wide 
range of jssues.This should continue as an 
important objective as the broadcast media 
proliferate.” 


Mother loses 
damages award 


A rootherwho suffered serious health prob- ; 
lems after the “horrendous" delivery of hen 
first child yesterday lost her £64.000 dam*.. • 
Fges award. Samantha Knight's daughter 
weighed in at a healthy I lib 2oz when she ; 

was bora with the help of forceps at Maid- / 

stone Hospital in July 1987. 

The consultant obstetrician and gynae- ; 
cologist, who delivered the child, later de- , 
scribed it as “one of the most horrendous” . 
he had had to cany out during his career. . 
Mrs Knight now 34, later needed repeat-- : 
ed treatment under general anaesthetic to ! 
repair damage caused by the birth, but her 
gynaecological problems bad persisted’ 
and triggered depression. 

She bad a second child by Caesarean see- T 
tioo in November 1990 and underwent a : 
hysterectomy in April 1991. In March last 
year, a High Court judge awarded Mrs . 
Knight of Appiedore, Kent £64,059 dam- 
ages after ruling that West Kent Health ^ 
Authority was liable for her injuries. 

Yesterday. Lord Justice Kennedy, sitting 
with Lord Justice Morritt and Lord Justice. 
Chadwick in the Court of Appeal, allowed ; 
the authority's appeal against the decision- 
They ruled that she was entitled to less than 
£1,000 damages for the authority's admit- 
ted negligence in failing to intervene at at- 
tune which would have saved her from' 
another two and a half hours of labour. . 

Birdwoman jailed 
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Pensioner Barbara Simpson, 60, was jailed j 
for three months yesterday for flouting a. * . 
ban on feeding birds in her garden at Pre-. 
sion, near Weymouth, Dorset. She was told .* 
by a judge that the time had come when it 71 
was necessary to protect her neighbours" 
from her obsessive compulsion. 

She was committed to prison for con-. * . 
timially ignoring council injunctions and v 
promises to court not to put ant food on" 
her giant 24ft square bird table. Sentenc- 
ing came after her fifth appearance at With 
Chester Crown Court this year since 
Weymouth and Portland Borough Com-, 
cil was granted the injunction, which she 
admitted breaking more than 20 times. 
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Farrakhan review 


The Home Secretary. Jack Straw, will con- . 
duct a personal review on the long stand- 
ing ban on the entry of the controversial 
campaigner Louis Farrakhan. The Amer- 
ican black separatist leader was excluded 
from entering Britain in 1986, by the then • 
home secretary, Douglas Hurd, after ialk- 
ingpublidy in the United States about Adolf 
Hitler as a “great man, a wickedly great 
man" and Judaism as a “dirty religion'’. 

Mr Straw said in a letter to the Labour 
MP for Tottenham, Benue Grant, chat his 
review would look at the balance between 
the freedom of speech and the undesirability 
of giving a platform to offensive views. Mr 
Farrakh art's case had last been looked at 
in July, when the advice was that some of 
his comments could, if repeated in Britain, 
contravene the Public Order Act 1 996. 

Plasma recall 4 '« 
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A second batch of blood products made with 
donations from a victim of the human form 
of road cow disease was recalled yesterday^ 
The National Blood Authority sent out a 
notice to all major hospitals recalling plas- 
ma products after it emerged the latest 
official case of new variant Creutzfefd 
Jacob disease had given blood. 

Blood plasma donated by an unnamed 
victim of new variant CJD - the brain con- 
dition believed to be triggered by eating beef 
infected with mad cow disease - was traced 
to the products after the case was confirmed 
at the end of last week. This is the second 
such recall following new recommendations 
from the European Committee on Pro- 
prietary Medicinal Products. 
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Most drug users are happy, successful people with a taste for the good life 

Mosi- 


Most young drug users are not 
stereotypical sad, lonely losers, 
according to a new study. Jason 
^nnetto and Benjamin Todd examine 
the findings of a report that 
suggests the Government needs 

to rethink its drugs policy. 

Many anii-dmgs campaigns and education 
^ckages anr aimed at the wrong people. 

stanttS^ Stereo[ yP in g young sub- 
no ambitions^ “ ft * rnto jnnkies ™ lh 
According to a survey of more than 850 


people aged between 16 and 24. and 100 
in-depth interviews, drug use is common- 
place and consumers (end to be indepen- 
dent, lead active lives, and do not lack 
self-esteem. 

The young people trusted and re- 
spected their families in much the same 
way as their non-d rug-la king contempo- 
raries, disapproved of “out of control" be- 
haviour by so called - problem" users or 
addicts, and were no more fatalistic than 
other teenagers. 

They viewed drug-taking as a vital 
pan of everyday living and wen: only slight- 
ly more rebellious than other young 
people. 

The report did find a minority of prob- 


lem users, who fulfilled the stereotypical 
TYainspotting image and look a mixture of 
heroin and methadone with other drugs. 

According to recent reports, one quar- 
ter of people aged between 16 and 22 have 
taken drugs in the last three months. The 
number of young people experimenting 
with drugs has been rising rapidly in the 
past decade. 

The most popular illegal drug by far is 
cannabis, followed by amphetamine. LSD 
and ecstasy. Only a tiny number have tak- 
en heroin or cocaine. 

The Joseph Rowntrec Foundation- 
funded report. The Substance of Youth, 
which was carried out by Demos, the left- 
wing think-tank, concluded that there 


was no single national drugs culture, but 
different regional trends. 

Unemployed recreational drug-users in 
a run-down district of Manchester viewed 
drugs as a substitute for a social life and 
a means of obtaining stimulation. 

Most users in Kingston, south-west Loo- 
don, Brighton and Leeds, viewed illicit 
drugs as a form of relaxation, alongside al- 
cohol. 

A student at Kingston University said; 
“I smoke quite a bit of gear [cannabis] - 
it relaxes me. It's nicer than alcohol be- 
cause there’s no hangover and it*s a lot 
more relaxing.” 

Steve, 18, a first -year physics student, 
added: “I don't want to use anything ad- 


dictive because if you areadtfictedyou are 
not in controL" 

In an old mining village with high un- 
employment in South Yorkshire, drugs 
were considered an important part of the 
young people’s social life . 

“I get through the day mainly by being 
drugged-up,” said John, 38. 

There was evidence of young people 
dropping their habits as they reached their 
mid-20s, but in Brighton and Kingston, a 
mimberof older people continued Diane, 
39, a past doctoral researcher in phar- 
macology, said: “Fve been using heroin for 
17 years ... Heroin's like a sexual buzz.” 

Some people did confirm the stereo- 
type drug-user. Tez, 22, m Manchester, said: 


Tm sick of pumping heroin. My friend dy- 
ing [of an overdose] made me take notice. 
Not that Tm stupid, but 1 needed a kick 
up the arse." 

Pern 6. co-author of the report, said: 
“One of the things we have to avoid is a 
‘one size fits all' national policy.” 

He said the idea of an authoritarian 
“war" on drugs and youth culture was 
“hopelessly inappropriate”. 

Instead, young people need informa- 
tion about the risks, which could be pro- 
vided at local level, possibly through drug 
action teams. 

• The report is available at £1X45 from the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. Telephone 
01904629241 . 


Europe may 

impose ban 

on cigarette 
man jaiia advertising 


lan review 


Backed by the UK, 
Eurocrats are finalising a 
directive which would 
ban most advertising of 
cigarettes throughout 
the European Union. 

The tobacco lobby 
claims the Government 
is deaf to the likely 
impact of such a ban. 
Michael Streeter, Legal 
Affairs Correspondent, 
listens to the debate. 


Advertising of cigarettes in 
Britain is under a twin threat. 
One is from the planned gov- 
ernment White Paper and Bill, 
the other from a proposed EU 
directive. If approved by health 
ministers next month, the di- 
rective could ban not just news- 
paper and magazine adverts 
but tobacco sponsorship of 
sports and so-called below-the- 
line marketing - special offers 
to cigarette buyers. 

TTie meeting of officials in 
Brussels yesterday to hammer 
out the EU directive takes on 
greater importance because, 
for the first time. Britain is sup- 
porting the measure. Although 
some countries - notably Ger- 
many. which is worried about 
losing Formula One motor rac- 
ing, which relies on tobacco 
sponsorship - are less keen, a 
directive seems likely. 

This has infuriated the to- 
bacco lobby in Britain, which 
says the directive simply by- 
passes consultation and parlia- 
mentary scrutiny. The Tbbacco 
Manufacturers Association has 
just sent its submissions on the 
White Paper -delayed until the 
New Year - and fears ministers, 
particularly the public health 
minis ter Tessa Jowell, will fail 
to understand its case. 

Some of the TMA's main ar- 
guments are weU-known: that 
their industry is worth £10bn a 
vear in tax to the Treasury, 
that 10,000 UK jobs depend on 
it, and that it helps the balance 
of payments by £600m. 

But It also points out that a 
ban on advertising will have two 


effects, whit* will both have the 
reverse effect to what the Gov- 
ernment intends - less smoking 
among the young. 

They say the ban will make 
companies more price-sensi- 
tive, reducing the price of cig- 
arettes and makin g them more 
accessible for teenagers. The in- 
dustry believes smuggling of 
cheaper European cigarettes, al- 
ready a steady flow, will become 
a flood -again meaning cheap- 
er cigarettes with no tax bene- 
fits to the Treasury. 

“Ministers just simply don’t 
get it,” said an industry source. 
“We do at least understand 
how the cigarette market works 
and what the likely effects will 
be.” Whatever the merits of its 
case, its failure to get its mes- 
sage to the Labour Government 
is almost entirely the industry’s 
fault. A source admitted: “R>r 
18 years we had been living un- 
der a comfortable regime with 
the Conservatives and singularly 
failed to realise where the next 
government was coming from. 
There arc very few points of 
contact now.” The fact that in- 
dustry representatives were not 
invited to July’s tobacco summit 
merely underlined its isolation. 

Belatedly, some companies 
are trying to bring in new per- 
sonnel who have closer links or 
understanding of how Labour 
works. One of their efforts is to 
highlight perceived differences 
between health ministers and 
Treasury ministers over the loss 
of potential tobacco revenue; 
they believe Gordon Brown is 
becoming concerned at public- 
spending implications. 

They are also targeting the 
effects on jobs in places such as 
Bristol Northern Ireland and 
the North-east and the poten- 
tial sporting public backlash if 
Britain lost its Formula One 
grand prix, as motor-raciog of- 
ficials are believed to have 
warned Tony Blair. However, 
the industry's arguments are still 
falling to impress ministers. 
“Our main concern is public 
health," said a spokesman for 
the Department of Health. “1m 
every country where advertising 
has been banned, consumption 
has gone down.” 










Out of puff: The brand images of cigarettes portrayed through powerful advertising could soon be a thing of the past 


Costs row could scupper action against tobacco firms 


The tobacco industry is 
being accused of using its 
financial muscle to stop 
legal action by cancer 
victims in the United 
Kingdom. 

If it succeeds, writes 
Michael. Streeter, it will 
affect not just the 
current case, but the 
whole future of the 
much-vaunted no-win, 
no-fee procedure- 


The fate of a long-running and 
high-profile case against 
Britain’s two largest tobacco 
firms depends not on the evi- 
dence of the 43 plaintiffs and 
thefr debilitating conditions, but 
on a procedural technicality. 

Judges in the Court of Ap- 
peal will be asked to rule on is- 
sues which could scupper the 
case before a single shred of 
medical evidence is heard. 

The simple question, being 
posed by the tobacco firms Im- 
perial and Gall ah er is: should 
they win, who will pay their costs 
which could reach £20m? 

The plaintiffs have been 
refused legal aid and the solic- 
itors Leigh Day are taking the 


case on a conditional, no-win, 
no-fee basis. 

Clearly the individual lung 
cancer victims cannot afford 
such a bill- and lawyers for the 
tobacco firms are seeking details 
of just who will be liable, and 
whether Leigh Day is in effect 
funding the case itself. They 
could then claim that the plain- 
tiffs' lawyers are equally liable 
for any costs. 

AD parties to the case are 
now bound by a gagging order, 
though before it was made the 
senior partner, Martin Day, 
said his firm could not go ahead 
with the case if it was forced to 
bear the costs. 

In the circumstances it 


would be veiy unlikely for any 
other legal firm to pidc up the 
case. However, the implica- 
tions go wider than jnst tbe- 
tobacco case. If the Court of 
Appeal rules that Leigh Day is 
responsible for any costs, it wQl 
undermine the Govermnent’s 
attempts to substitute legal aid 
cases with more conditional 
fee arrangements. 

Ian Walker, vice-president of 
the Association of Personal 
Injury Lawyers, said the whole 
future of conditional fee 
arrangements (CFAs) were at 
stake. “If there is any suggestion 
that the plaintiff’s solicitors 
can be personally liable for the 
defendants’ costs it throws the 


whole structure of CFAs out of 
the window,” he said. 

Rster McDonnell, a Dublin 
solicitor who is bringing similar 
action against four cigarette 
companies in Ireland, is not sur- 
prised by the tobacco industry's 
tactics in London. “They hope 
that the costs will blow the 
case out of the water. That is 
their tactics, they have muJti- 
mfllions of pounds.” 

Mr McDonnell, who is 
bringing action against Gallaher 
(Dublin) Ltd among others, 
said the industry was trying to 
“bankrupt” him, but unlike the 
British case, he was hoping for 
government money to fund the 
action. 


Clive Bates, director of 
ASH. the anti-tobacco organi- 
sation, agreed that the issue of 
costs was a serious attempt by 
the industry to delay or even 
stop the legal action. 

“They are Uying to delay the 
time when evidence about lung 
cancer is heard. That’s when 
their investors get nervous.” 

However, he believes that 
the case will eventually come to 
court on the main issues - 
some time in 3999: “I cannot 
see that procedural issues will 
be allowed to stop this." 

A spokesman for Gallaher 
said that the company was 
bound by the gagg in g order and 
could not comment 
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We can’t sort out yoi 
life in ten minutes. 

(But we can sort out 
your life cover.) 


With family and dependants to look after, you’re absolutely right to be considering life cover. 
But its just as important to get it from the right company. 

That’s why you should call Direct Line. In only ten minutes you could be covered^ 

It’s as easy as that. 

Direct Line offers two types of policy which can protect your family should you die during the 
term of your policy. Mortgage protection life cover is designed to help pay off your repayment mortgage. 
Fixed term life cover helps protect your family’s lifestyle by providing a lump sum. 

And since they’re from Direct Line you won’t be surprised to hear that they are simple, low cost 
and hassle free. We’ll even fill in the forms for you to sign. 

- Got a policy already? With one phone call you might well 
find you can arrange the same protection for less, with no sales visits 
and no pressure to buy. 

Call Direct Line and in ten minutes it could be all sorted oul 
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0845 3000 233 ™ D Q 0 U 7 OTE 


DIRECT LIME" 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 2pm Saturday. 
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hackney 
challenges 
hat squad 


Paedophile defies tribunal’s 
bid to make him testify 


Councillors in the north London borough 
of Hackney meet today to consider a re- 
port which urges them to defy the Gov- 
ernment over proposals from its 
school-improvement hit squad. 

As the council moved towards con- 
frontation with the Government, Richard 
Painter, the squad's chairman, warned that 
he would call on ministers to intervene 
unless councillors agreed to its plans by 
next Thursday. 

Tony EUiston, the council's chief ex- 
ecutive, who wrote the report, said the 
team's plans would “do absolutely noth- 
ing whatsoever to raise standards in 
Hackney schools”. 

Gerry Ross, the leader of the Hack- 
ney New Labour group, which has split 
from the Labour Party, called Mr Painter 
a “twopenny-halfpenny dictator". 

Ministers are believed to be working 
on ways of bringing the council into line 
if the rebellion goes ahead The Secretary 
of State for Education has powers under 
the 1944 Education Act to issue directions 
to a local authority. 

An education Bill to be published lat- 
er this month will give the Government 
power to take over foiling local education 
authorities but it will not be law until next 
spring. 

The row exploded when Mr EUiston 
accused the improvement team of recre- 
ating an expensive, old-style management 
structure that had failed in the past. 

( ast week, the team said the structure 
proposed by the council was “too trendy” 
and that it must appoint a director of ed- 
ucation: the post has been unfilled for 
□early two years. 

The team was invited into the borough 
in September after inspectors said that the 
education service was in disarray. 

Mr EUiston told BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme that the team's plans were “a 
totally unreconstructed piece of fifth-rate 
management opportunism”. He added 
that the Government had no legal pow- 
ers to stop the council rejecting the 
team's recommendations. A decision 
about whether to confront the Govern- 
ment will be taken at a full meeting of the 
council next week. No political party is in 
overall control. Official Labour Party 
councillors, the only group so far not to 
back the hit squad, are in a minority. 

— Judith Judd, Education Editor 


John Allen, a convicted 
child abuser who owned 
the Bryn Alyn Home in 
North Wales, at the 
centre of a tribunal into 
alleged abuse, has 
threatened to refuse to 
give evidence. 

Roger Dobson reports on 
a paedophile's fight from 
behind bars to keep his 
name out of the public . 
spotlight. 


Allen, described as a central fig- 
ure in the tribunal investigation 
into alleged abuse of children 
in care, has been subpoenaed to 
appear before the tribunal in 
North Wales, despite attempts 
by his lawyers this week to get 
the subpoena Lifted. 

A letter from his lawyers to 
the tribunal says: “Mr Alien 
recognises the tribunal has the 
power to issue a subpoena and 
to compel his evidence. He in- 


structs us to advise in such cir- 
cumstances he would, if brought 
to the tribunal, refuse to give 
evidence.” 

But lawyers for the tribunal 
have warned that if Allen, who 
was sentenced .two years ago to 
six years for indecent assaults of 
boys in his care, and who is at 
present in Leeds Prison, refus- 
es to answer all questions, he 
might face a contempt action. 

Applying for the subpoena 
to be set aside, Allen’s lawyer, 
John Lever, told the tribunal 
chairman. Sir Ronald Water- 
house, “He has made it perfectly 
dear he does not wish to give 
evidence, he does not wish the 
publicity that would be atten- 
dant upon it, so one really 
looks at what is to be gained.” 

He added: “It does seem ... 
that Mr Allen is being required 
amply because the public per- 
ception is 'This is the man In 
charge who has been convicted, 
let's have some information 
oat of him, and let's put it in the 
newspapers.' 

“If, as a matter of law, he has 


Car search in Diana inquiry 


French police plan to interview 
40,000 owners of fiat Unos in 
an attempt to identify a second 
car possibly involved in the ac- 
cident which killed Diana, 
Princess of Wales, in Paris two 
months ago. 

The car owners, starting 
with those in the Paris area, will 
be invited to come to a police 
station to account for their 
movements on 31 August, the 
night the Mercedes carrying 
Diana's party crashed in a tun- 
nel beneath the Place de LAhna 
in central Paris. 

A streak of white paint on 
the left wing of the Mercedes 
has been identified as coming 
from a Fiat Uno or one or two 
other vehicles. Pieces of yellow 
plastic found near the crash 
scene have been identified as 
coming from the rear indicator 
of a Uno. Forensic experts have 


narrowed the identity of the 
possible second car to 40.000 
Unos sold in France between 
1983 and 1987. 

Investigators refuse to say a 
second car was definitely in- 
volved in the accident. But the 
amount of police time and en- 
ergy being invested in the 
search for a Uno suggests this 
theory is now regarded as. at the 
very least, extremely plausible. 

Investigators believe the 
Mercedes, travelling at 90- 
lOOmph to escape press pho- 
tographers. may have struck the 
Fiat a glancing blow just before 
entering the under-pass. It re- 
mains undear what happened to 
the hypothetical Fiat after the ac- 
cident. The driver, if identified, 
would face criminal charges for 
leaving the scene of a crash and 
foiling to assist lives in danger. 

— John Lichfield, Paris 


the right to remain sflent so that 
be does DO mgrimmaje hims elf, 

then to go through the proce- 
dure of issuing a subpoena, 
bring him before the tribunal, 
for him to remain silent, is 
just a time-wasting and costly 
exercise." 

But Gerard Elias QC, coon- 
s el for the tribunal, said: “If a 
witness chooses not to answer 
a question which plainly cannot 
incriminate him, then the tri- 
bunal has certain powers and we 
may be submitting that the tri- 
bunal should exercise those 
powers" 

He added: “It is plain that be 
has relative evidence to give. We 
would submit that be is entitled 
to be questioned in just the 
same way as other alleged 
abusers and indeed convicted 
abusers who have been brought 
to this court and have been 
questioned. 

“He was the owner of Bryn 
Alyn. There were scores - and 
are scores - of complaints from 
this home over the period of his 
ownership." 


Vitamin cane centre 
may be ne-opened 


F amili es of children formerly treated in 
the vi tamin B12 unit at the Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital, London, have 
been told they have two weeks to make 
new representations In a bid to get the 
centre rc -opened. 

The hospital has decided to review 
the evidence rather than run the risk of 
legal action which could have cost it up 
to £100,000. 

The vitamin B12 unit, the only one 
in Britain, was run by Dr Ray Bbatt with 
charitable funding for 1^ years until De- 
cember 1995 when money ran out. 
The hospital was asked to continue the 
work, which linked autism and other 
neuro-developmental disorders to a 
treatable vitamin B12 deficiency. The 
hospital questioned its value, saying Dr 
Bhatt bad failed to submit it to proper 
scientific review. 

— Louise Jury 





High note: The Dutch pianist Maarten Van Vfeen plays a 
Steinway decorated by Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema, which 
could fetch £800,000 at Christie* on Friday Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Channel 4 news revamp 


UN's grip on Britain’s com- 
mercial news broadcasts was 
under threat yesterday when 
Channel 4 started a total re- 
vamp of its 7pm evening news by 
ask in g independent production 
companies to suggest new ideas 
for the programme's format. 

Channel 4, which has used 
the News at Ten producer ITN 
since it launched 15 years ago, 
says the presenter Jon Snow will 
stay with the show, but indus- 
try pundits were last night pre- 
dicting a revolutionary new 
type of TV news. 

Independent producers are 
expected to join forces to cre- 
ate a “stringer” network of re- 
gional journalists and news 
services, similar to those used 
by national newspapers. 

Observers expect big inde- 
pendent producers such as 
Clark Television, which pro- 


duces Dispatches for Channel 4, 
Mentorn Barradough Carey 
and Broadcast Communica- 
tions to chase the contract. 
Also likely to bid for the pro- 
gramme is BSfeyB, which tried 
unsuccessfully to wrest TTVs 
news contract from ITN last 
year. Another candidate could 
be the international news ser- 
vice Reuters. 

Channel 4’s review of its 
news comes as the BBC nears 
the end of a six-month review 
of its own news programmes. 

Channel 5, which has re- 
ceived plaudits for its innovative 
evening news show, announced 
yesterday that it is moving its 
news from 8.30pm to 7pm to 
get a bigger audience and is 
launching a lunchtime news 
programme. 

— Paul McCann, 
Media Correspondent 


Ex-clerk wins 

RSI payout 

A former bank derk who will 
never work again becaiue _of 

compensation. 

MicbelJe Mulbgan. 43. 
began suffering from the up- 
per limb disorder after her 
workload quadrupled when a 

new manager arrived in her de- 
. . . .L. A •fT.77.in>-? Rant 



m vjimujjuoiu, ' 

ago- Despite complaining of 
pains to her wrists and shoul- 
ders, she said she was told to 
work through her lunch hour 
and start work earlier. 

Mrs Mulligan retired on 
medical grounds two years 
ago and now has to pay for 
help with cooking and washing. 
The judgment for compensa- 
tion at a London county court 
was originally for £175,000 
but after an appeal last week 
by the bank, Mre Mulligan has 
accepted £155,000. 

Laser attack 

A bus driver was badly injured 

when a ray from a laser pen 
was shone into his eyes as he 
drove a vehicle full of passen- 
gers. The victim was taken to 
hospital with a serious eye 
injury following the incident in 
■Walsall, West Midlands. 

Phil Bateman, a spokesman 
for the bus company. Travel 
West Midlands, yesterday 
called for a ban on the sale of 
the pens to children. “The 
consequences of this incident 
could have been absolutely 
horrendous," be said. Ayouth 
has been given police bail in 
connection with the incident 


Cell mate 

The family of Lucille 
M et auchlan, the British nurse 
sentenced to 500 lashes and 
eight years jail in Saudi Ara- 
bia for her part in the murder . 
of an Australian colleague, 
plan to mark her 32nd birth- 
day today with a message 
broadcast on the BBC World 
Service, which she listens to in 
the Saudi jail where she is held. 
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An Intet Pentium II 
processor without 
Gateway? 

Like hitching 
a thoroughbred 
to a donkey cart. 


of charge on 0800 39 


we 11 make PC technology a lot 


more down to earth. 
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Here’s a current 
account your current 

bank can't match. 



24-hour telephone banking. 

We’re one of die UK’s most experienced telephone banks, 
taking 1 0 million calls a year. Call us any dme of day or night, 
from your home, office, even car. Whether you are paying hills, 
setting up standing orders or Just asking about your balance, 
you’ll find there is no easier way to bank. 

■ Guaranteed service 

- or we pay you. 

Here's a guarantee no other bank makes. We will open your 
account without error. We will set up standing orders and direct 
debits without mistakes. Wie will issue cheque books and cards 
on time, and make agreed loans available within one hour. 
We wil) not make financial errors on your statements. If we ever 
fell to live up to any of these promises, we'll put the problem 
straight, say sorry, and credit your account with £10. OKf 


Cash from over 


14,000 Link machines. 


Getting your money is simple. Your Co-operative Bank Visa 
Delta debit card can be used to withdraw up to £250 a day 
from over 14.000 Link cash machines up and down the country. 
It also guarantees cheques up to £100. 


Personal help 
to open your account. 


We'll make opening your account as simple and painless as 
possible. A dedicated team will sort everything out with you - 
forms, sanding orders, direct debits, even arranging for your 
salary to be transferred. 

A bank with principles. 

The Co-operative Bank promises never to invest your money 
in countries with oppressive regimes, or in companies that 
needlessly pollute, or test cosmetic products on animals. It's all 
part of our policy to strive for a better service for you, and a 
better world for all of us. Isn’t chat something you want to be 
part of? Then call us free today. 



Apply now. 
C/’j Freefone 
0800 57 67 77 

Please quote reference: 10307 


Post to: The Co-operative Bank pic., FREEPOST MRS 1 92, Manchester. M I 9AZ. 
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Death sentence hangs over MP’s anti-foxhunt Bill 


Paclcs °* hunting dogs 

“urts under the Bill to 
b»n fox-hunting which 
wa ® Published yesterday. 
Coi/n Brown, Chief 

22- Co "«Pondent 
speaks to the sponsor 
“ftheanti-fexhunting 
Bill about the death 

threats he has received, 
arid the threat to kill 

the Bill by his own 
government. 


* 


Mike Foster, the Labour MP for 
urccMei\ yeslcnJav said ihai 
he had been warned by the 

i^1 ,CC k-| 0 . * ake hLs wife and 

three cMdrcn out of their home 

fur their own safety during □ 

pn^test march in the city aga&s, 

his Bill to ban foxhunting. 

“The National From had 
promised to be involved in a 
protest march and the police ad- 
'nsed my family to move out of 
the house. Dearly those cir- 
cumstances are extremely dif- 
ncult. It is not easy when you are 
m London doing your job 
knowing your family’s life is 
being disrupted," he said. 

The Wild Mammals (Hunt- 
ing with Dogs) Bill, published 
yesterday, has raised the threat 
of violence from extremists on 
both sides. Mr Foster urged the 
“sabbers" not to carry out their 
threats of violence, if the Bill is 
killed in Parliament. 

The MP has denied a charge 
of personal hypocrisy because 
he goes fishing. Yesterday he 
defended the Government for 
fading to provide time for the 
Bill to reach the statute book, 
in spite of promising a free vote 
on banning foxhunting in its 
election manifesto. 

Tony Blair said on 9 July in 
the Commons that be support- 
ed the Bill, but Mr Foster said 
he had no assurance from the 
Prime Minister that be would be 
in the Commons for the second 
reading on 28 November. 

"I don't know what the 
Prime Minister’s diary com- 
mitments are. It would be 
unfair to expect eveiy MP to 
turn upon that Friday," said Mr 
Foster. 



Countryside ramble: 
Tony Holdsworthy, a 
huntsman, takes his 
hounds out walking 
on the hills near 
Tiverton in Devon 
yesterday, when the 
Bill to ban 
foxhunting was 
published 
Photograph: 

Richard Austin 


He reckons that he has the 
support of 90 per cent of 418 
Labour MPs, Liberal Democ- 
rats and some Tory MPs, in- 
cluding Roger Gale, chairman 
of the all-parly animal welfare 
group, who turned out yester- 
day to support it. 

Thai would he enough to 
give his Bill a massive majority 
in the Commons but it is like- 
ly to be “talked out" in the 
Lords. Downing Street has him, 
ed that it could be picked up 
again in the next session in 1998- 
99, but Mr Foster says it was 
made dear at the outset that the 
Government could not give it 
time to get through in this 
session. 

The lawyers are given plen- 
ty of scope for earning high fees 
in defending huntsmen and 
women from criminal charges 
if the BUI becomes law. 

The Bill covers hare cours- 
ing but not hunting rabbits with 
dogs; it allows farmers to flush 
out foxes with dogs providing 
the foxes are shot lawfiilly, and 
not chased by the hunt; and it 
allows drnghunts in which the 
packs follow a laid scent. 

But it would not be an 
offence under the Bill if a dog 
from a draghunt “inadvertent- 
ly” chases, attacks, injures or 
kills a wild animal, “providing 
that the draghunt is registered 
with a body whose objects and 
rules expressly forbid its 
members from using dogs for 
any purpose other than a 
draghunt”. 

The Bill carries sweeping 
powers which are certain to be 
tested to the limit in the Com- 
mons and the Lords. It would 


UK firms lured with 
£IOm to wheel out 
car of the future 


British industry was yesterday 
challenged to invent the car 
of the future, with up to £10m 
of taxpayers' money to help 
them. 

Even though there may 
be no UK-owned mass- 
production car makers any 
more, both the Government 

and the motor industry believe 

Britain has everything to play 
for in developing and com- 
mercialising technologies 

needed to cope with the crises 

of pollution and congestion 
spreading around the globe. 

LIK firms still play leading 
roles in designing cars and 
making components, and as 
i] any cars are being made in 
Britain as ever before. 

The Foresight Vehicle Rro- 
ect links the Government, in- 
lusuy, universities and other 
esearch laboratories in at- 
empting to develop the tech- 
nologies which will squeeze 
aore traffic on to the roads 


demand information or enter- 
tainment, they will use spoken 
commands. 

Reliable software for 
speech recognition is expect- 
ed to be commonplace. 

Cars will be veiy much 
lighter, requiring less energy 
to move. And while there 
wil] probably be fewer volume 
manufacturers and fewer ba- 
sic types of vehicle, or “plat- 
forms”, they will appear to be 
more varied. 

This is because there will 
be “mass customisation,” with 
customers given a much wider 
choice of components and 
trims such as headlights, 
wheels and interior furnishing. 

As for propulsion, the cars 
of the future are expected to 
be hybrids with both electric 
motors and an ultra-dean in- 
ternal-combustion engine to 
generate electridty for the 
motors and battery storage. 
Alternatively, drivers will fill 


sssksw 

*555s3S 

and motor m . Tills, the conference. 

beard, is the received wisdom 
on what cars will be tike cir- 
ca 2020.. 

Finns based in Britain, 
particularly small and medium- 
sized ones, art being invited to 
join with partners, competitors 
and academics in devising rc- 


Within a couple of 
-cades, the project's launch 
inference in Birmingham 
■and yesterday, driving win 

» transformed by the apph- 

ition of advanced electrou- 
s. Vehicles will be m 

distant communication with 

icb other and with COf ”F^ ~ arr h and development pro- 

. blissfully unaware of this technologi 
ntinual digital chattering for 
jsi of the time. Electronics 

U be involved in tolling, an- 

^ngspeedlimitsMdper- atom 2005, 

tung vehicles to tra lhal ^cv can go into mass 

fchr al speed on crowded 

uorways. r —Nicholas Schoon, 

When drivers need to tn- 
act with the^ systems, to 


nnuiuEira- 

Up to half the funding will 
come from the Department of 
Trade and Industry. The plan 
is for devices to be ready for 


£itwronme/a:.Cortaspan<hnt 


make it a criminal offence for 
unyone to hunt any wild animal 
with dogs, punishable by a 
£5,000 fine, or six months’ 
imprisonment. Farmers allow- 
ing their land to be used for 
bunting with dogs would aim be 


guilty of a similar offence. 
Courts could order the for- 
feiture of any vehicle, animal, 
or article used in bunting, and 
disqualify the offender for any 
period from owning a dog. 

The courts could also order 


the disposal of the dog “os the 
court thinks fit under the cir- 
cumstances”. The campaign 
behind the Bill, including the 
RSPCA. said it could include 
destroying the dogs, bnt they 
would normally be found a 


home by the RSPCA. or 
retrained. 

The police would be given 
wide powers of search and ar- 
rest, including the right to go on 
to private property and to 
search vehicles if they suspect- 


ed an offence was being com- 
mitted, although they would 
not be able to search private 
houses without a warrant 
A spokesman for the pro- 
hunting Countryside Alliance 
attacked the Bill as “unwork- 


able”. The alliance’s spokes- 
woman, Janet George, said: 
“Mike Foster’s BA] is Dracon- 
ian and unworkable and for any- 
body who owns a dog it makes 
it into an offence if the dog 
hunts anything.” 


We are the proud 
recipients of 
The UK Quality 



Business Excellence. 



(Well occasionally you have to blow your own trumpet). 


At BX we-constaatly strive to provide products 

and solutions of the highest quality to all our 
business customers. And thafs why we’re so proud 
to have won the UK Quality Award for Business 
Excellence. We are delighted to have not only met 
the very high standards required for entry but are 


the first telecoms company to have won 

We really have Changed The Way We Work for 
the benefit of all our customers, and to find out 
how we can help , you deliver the same quality to 

yours, Freefone 0800 800 800 and speak to one of 
our award winners. 
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French candidate 
for European bank 


France said yesterday it would present the 
Bank of France governor, Jean-Claude 
Tricheu as its candidate to run the future 
European Central Bank (ECB). 

The nomination, announced in a joint 
statement hy President Jacques Chirac and 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin, sets Mr 
Trichct against Dutchman Wira Duisenbetg, 
the current favourite and head of the ECB’s 
forerunner, the European Monetary In- 
stitute (EMI). 

“■The role of the future European Cen- 
tral Bank in ensuring the credibility and 
success of the single currency will be cru- 
cial and the choice of the team lea ding the 
European Central Bank will be decisive in 
ensuring that the euro is launched in the 
best conditions possible,” the statement 
said. 

Mr Chirac forwarded France's nomi- 
nation to Luxembourg Prime Minister 
Jean-Claude Juncker, whose country cur- 
rently holds the European Union presi- 
dency. The French announcement was 
immediately blasted by the Dutch central 
bank, which Mr Duisenberg headed before 
moving to the EMI this year. 

“We are surprised by this Domination 
of Mr Trichet and we also think that it’s not 
very' wise.” said a Dutch central bank 
spokesman. “We are of the opinion that Mr 
Duisenberg is supported by a very large ma- 
jority of the member states of the European 
Union and that also, given his reputation, 
be will in our view still be the first presi- 
dent of the ECB." 

The German central hank president. 
Hans Tietraeycr. has said he favours Mr 
Duisenberg as head of the ECB. 



Chirac heading for UK 

summit with a difference 
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US slaps embargo on Sudan 


ritiwg Sudan’s support for terrorism, the United States is nnposng * . j 
economic sanctions that include a ban on bank loans andseEur© : . -j 
of Sudanese assets in the US. President BDl Clinton signedan . ;l - | 
order also barring shipment of American technology to Sudan, ; ., ] 

30 Tfe^reteiy ofStete, Madeleine Albright, said it “fefledio ' 
respond to repeated expressions of concern or to the unposttion---;-. .. 
of lesser sanctions." & " Washington - . r . 
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Radio wins ownership battle 



Croatia's independent Radio 101 won a battle with the author- 
ities over its ownership, obtaining a five-year broadcasting licence : 
for the city of Zagr eb. “Our 14-year-old dream has finally cpmfe . v 
true ... We managed to keep the radio in our own hands, "the ‘ 
chief editor, Zrinka Vrabec, said. Reuters - Zagrebj-: 



Battered island evacuated 


A member of Afghanistan^ fsfamic fundamentalist Taliban militia giving a forcible haircut yesterday to a traveller he had just 
dragged from a bus. The reason? Hair covering the forehead is a nest for Satan, say Taliban members Photograph: AFP 


The Cook Islands will evacuate some 600 people from Mamhi- y 
Id island, where a cyclone killed five people and left IS m i ssin g 
when waves tossed them into the lagoon. CydoneMartm destroyed 
crops and homes on low-lying atolls in the Pacific nation and dam- • 
aging its pearling industry. AP — Sydney ; 
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NOW YOU CAN KEEP YOUR NETWORKS, SYSTEMS AND APPLICATIONS ON TRACK. If you're looking 


to gain control of your computing environment look to Tivoli. Our open enterprise management software extends your 


control across platforms, giving you the power to manage atl your systems, applications and databases - now and down 


US puts military action 
against Iraq on hold 


BY RC 


the line. And with TME 10 NetVlew, Tivoli puts you in complete command of your networks of all types and sizes. Backed 


by hundreds of hardware and software vendors, Tivoli's open technology enables you to roll out applications on a large 


scale. And keep service levels high. All from a central view. And as an IBM company, we give you the added benefit of 


worldwide service and support To find out more, visit www.tivoli.com and put your network on the right track with Tivoli. 
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As Baghdadi unilateral deadline 
neared for US inspectors to leave 
Iraq, the United States and the 
United Nations were engaged in 
intense diplomatic efforts to 
defuse a potentially inflammatory 
situation. An imminent US 
military strike, however, seemed 
not to be on the cards, as Mary 
De/evsky reports. 


Washington yesterday appeared intent on 
working through the UN. at least until all 
possibility of a solution to the weapons in- 
spection in Iraq had been exhausted. 
While stressing the firmness of the US po- 
sition, administration officials made dear 
that any threat of military action was on 
hold until the special UN mission to Iraq 
reported back, probably on Monday. 

The mission, comprising Lakhdar Brahi- 
mi, a former Algerian foreign minister, 
Emilio Jorge Cardenas, a former Argen- 
tine ambassador to the UN, and Jan Bias- 
son, Sweden's state secretary few foreign 
affairs, was expected to arrive in Baghdad 
today. Although the Iraqi leader, Saddam 
Hussein, has agreed to receive the dele- 
gation, it was not known whether he would 


agree to suspend today's deadline for the 
departure of Americans working for the UN 
and the threat against UN reconnaissance 
planes that was contained in a letter to the 
UN Security Council at the weekend. 

UN officials would noi say whether the 
lifting of the threats was a condition for the 
three-member mission to proceed, nor spec- 
ulate about what would happen if Saddam 
Hussein declined. 

Iraqi officials yesterday turned back 
three UN weapons teams incorporating US 
citizens when they arrived at inspection 
sites, but Baghdad made no move to act 
on its ihreat to shoot down UN recon- 
naissance planes. Flights by US-loaned U2 
spy planes proceeded yesterday as planned. 

According to one view, the threat 
against the U2s was intended by Iraq to 
back up its call for US UN -employees to 
leave, and so would not come into effect 
until today. 

In Washington, officials stressed that the 
special UN mission was not going to Bagh- 
dad to negotiate, but to impress upon Sad- 
dam Hussein the need to comply with UN 
resolutions. But observers also noted that 
Washington was concerned to preserve the 
unity of the Security Council, and did not 
want to reopen the split that had precipi- 
tated Saddam Hussein's move. 

US attempts two weeks ago to loud- 


en UN sanctions against Iraq for ncm -com- 
pliance with weapons inspections had been 
opposed by four Security Council members/ 
including France and Russia, andwere de- 
scribed this week by several officials as a. 
“tactical error”. A similar division would 
be opened up if the US launched a mili- 
tary strike - even though Washington be- 
lieves that in principle it, and the UN.have 
the authority to punish Iraq for violating 
existing UN resohitidhs without seeking new 
instructions from the Security CounriL 
UN officials in New York said the mis- - 
sion had to make clear to Iraq that it was • 
unacceptable for any country to pick and 
choose the nationality of UN delegatesbr > 
inspectors. They also noted that it was not 
only - or mainly - American participation 
in UN teams that had been challenged, but - 
the authority of the UN itself and its Sec- 
retary General, Kofi Annan. This was why 
the Security Council had approved the. 
emergency mission to Baghdad. 

• Jordanians voted yesterday in parlia- 
mentary elections which have been boy- 
cotted tty the Muslim Brotherhood and 
other opposition parlies. The parties say 
parliament has been weakened by succes- 
sive governments appointed by King Hiis- 
sein and that yesterday’s vote was rigged. 
The vote is strongly biased towards tribal 
areas and away from the cities, V. 
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Balkan foes opt for jaw, not war 


Balkan leaders wrapped 
up an unprecedented 
regional summit 
yesterday, pledging to 
replace confrontation 
with co-operation. 
Rupert Cornwell assesses 
the outcome. 


Tholl h t trateTarfr ofThiofl SySnre l»K. frilh* U-S- andAir nher coumtfe. IBM a J b-japiw* gl I m p n aUua al 
Bibuck Macftta Cwparsom m Ok US. mt&ar otter tn«k OW 7WI Sjrtfmw tnc. AM rbte n»nl 


Tivoli Systems is an IBM Company. 


IJF&Jl 


The Power to Manage. Anything. Anywhere. 


More important perhaps than 
the paucity of concrete results 
from the meeting was the fact 
it took place at all. For two days 
at least, Greece, Turkey, Yu- 
goslavia, Albania, Romania, 
Bulgaria and Macedonia, even 
Bosnia, put aside bitter enmi- 
ties-and promised to work to- 
gether to advance the cause of 
stability and shared prosperity. 


. The closing declaration 
reads like an international 
diplomatic wish-list, with calls 
for respect of territorial in- 
tegrity, rights of minorities, and 
for quaiTeb to be settled tty non- 
violent means — principles 
mostly honoured in the breach 
during centuries of war and civ- 
il conflicts across the region. It 
also urges joint moves to fight 
crime and improve communi- 
cation and transport links. 

Summing up the outcome of 
proceedings, the Greek Prime 
Minister, Costas Simitis, ac- 
knowledged the difficulties: 
“Our countries still have prob- 
lems, some stnafl. some large,” 
be said. “But in tiitie, we hope, 
we’ll come together.” 

So much was evident as well 
from the two most closely 


watched bilateral meetings on 
the sidelines of the summit in 
Iraklion, Crete — between Mr 
Simitis and his Ihrkish opposite 
number, Mesut Yilmaz, and 
between President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Yugoslavia and 
the Albanian Prime Minister, 
Fatos Nano. 

Though both sets of talks 
seem have been relatively 
friendly and constructive, nei- 
ther produced specific recom- 
mendations to ease the age-old 
hostility of Greece and Ihrkey, 
currently focused on Cyprus, or 
defuse the grievances of the eth- 
nic Albanian majority in Koso- 
vo against Belgrade's oppressive 
rule of the province. 

Not could the summiteers 
agree on bow and where to set 
up a mooted Organisation of 


Balkan States along the lines of 
regional groupings in the Amer- 
icas, Africa, and South-East 
Asia. Cost was one hurdle — 
another was the rivaliy be- 
tween Greece and Ihrkey to 
play host to the body. 

An even starker reminder of 
reality was provided by the 
Turkish military exercises yes- 
terday in Turkish northern 
Cyprus. Ignoring pleas by the 
US to postpone them until af- 
ter the Simitis-Yilmaz meeting, 
Ankara insisted the manoeuvres 
were essential to counter a mil- 
itary build-up in the Greek 
south of the divided island. 

“They want the military 
power to seize the whole of 
Cyprus,” Turkish officials said, 
“but "fin-key has the power to 
confront every kind of threat” 
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Travel industry seeks to open up last great wilderness 


Who owns 
Antarctica 
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Antarctica, the world’s 
•ast unexplored 
continent, may also be 
about to become its next 
frontier for tourism. 

Environmentalists fear 

for its delicate 
ecosystem. 

Our correspondent in 
Sydney 

assesses the risks. 


In the biggest reassessment of 
its operations in Antarctica 
since the end of the Cold Vtfer. 
Australia has proposed closing 
two of its three research bases 
on the continent and turning 
them into summer bases for ad- 
venture tourists. 


BY ROBERT 
MILLIKEN 


Britain, New Zealand and 
Russia already allow tourists to 
visit Antarctica, but only by ship. 
There are occasional tourist 
flights over the continent from 
Australia and New Zealand, but 
up to now no tourists have 
been allowed to camp there be- 


cause of fears for the security 
of penguin rookeries and oth- 
er features of Antarctica’s del- 
icate ecosystem. 

Now. Australia’s Antarctic 
science advisory committee, a 
government body, has recom- 
mended that Australia should 
consolidate the scientific re- 
search done at its Casey and 
Mawson bases at the third base, 
Davis, and set up a regular air 
link between Australia and the 
Davis base, leasing the other 
two to other countries or al- 
lowing tourists to go there on 
strictly controlled expeditions. 

Australia is one of seven 
countries with territorial claims 
to Antarctica, with Argentina, 
Britain, Chile, France, New 
Zealand and Norway. 

Hie Australian claim covers 
about 43 per cent of the conti- 
nent, almost as much as Aus- 
tralia itself. Its operations in 
Antarctica reflect the Cold 'Wax 
era, when countries that signed 
the Antarctic Treaty in 1959 
were keen to protect then- 
patches from encroachment by 
others. 

But this has been an expen- 
sive business. Australia’s three 
bases are about 1,000km apart 
from each other, each with its 
own transport system and in- 
frastructure. These logistics con- 
sume two-thirds of Canberra’s 
Antarctic budget of about 



In the freezer: Australia wants to close two of its three research bases and turn them into centres for adventure tourists 


Photograph: Roger Grace/Environmental Images 


AS 60m (£26m) a year, leaving 
only one- third for the bases’ real 
purpose: research on world di- 
mate change, sea life, glaciers, 
space physics and human impact 
on Antarctica itself over the 100 
years since a British expedition 
from Australia was the first to 
spend a winter on the continent 
in 1898-99. 

The committee’s report, 
Australia’s Antarctic Programme - 
Beyond 2000 , argues that the 


Cold War mentality should give 
way lo a more co-operative ap- 
proach, which, with Australia 
sharing logistics and supply 
lines with neighbouring Antarc- 
tic countries, would leave more 
money for research. The Aus- 
tralian government is likely to 
accept the recommendations. 

The report's recommenda- 
tion on increasing access for 
tourism is likely to be contro- 
versial, especially with Green- 


peace and other environmental 
groups. It sits oddly with Aus- 
tralia’s attitude eight years ago, 
when it opposed, on environ- 
mental grounds, an interna- 
tional convention allowing 
Antarctica to be opened up to 
minerals exploration for the 
first time. 

Mining was forbidden under 
the 1959 Antarctic Treaty, which 
also banned military opera- 
tions on the continent. 


Australian officials are 
stressing that the proposal is a 
response to growing demand 
among tourist operators to vis- 
it Antarctica, and the need to 
meet such pressure with strict 
environmental controls. 

Greenpeace opposes Britain 
and the United States landing 
aircraft in Antarctica, and 
would raise an outcry if Aus- 
tralia proposed adding an 
airstrip of its own. 


The continent remains one 
of the world’s last wonders for 
scientists and visitors alike. Its 
ice, in which fossils of apes re- 
sembling humans have been 
found, comprises more than 
two-thirds of the world's fresh 
water. Layers of its unmelted 
snow date back 1 million years. 
Its glaciers are populated by 
seals and penguins. 

Underneath all this are 
thought to lie potential riches 


in the form of iron ore, coal, 
uranium and oil which could be 
the flashpoint for environ- 
mental battles in years to 
come. 

As the Australian govern- 
ment contemplates what to do 
about its report, an Australian 
team of three men will embark 
today on the third day of an ex- 
pedition to be the first Aus- 
tralians to walk unassisted 
1,400km to the South Pole. 
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viewers can 
get a free preview 

of UKTV. 


(Without having to 

go ’round to 

a mate’s house.) 


Everyone's been talking about UKTV, the new television network launched at the weekend. 

nnp can see the new channels. Which is why we’re launching a UKTV preview 

r zzzzz - — - * **■ - - 

channel refer to your satellite receiver instructions.* Select the tuning 
Tn rune into the preview channel reiei / 

• r freauency 10 8175 GHz.Then select the polarity function and set to V. 
function and tune into frequency iu-oi 

■ on vour preferred programme, number. If you’d like any further information 

Finally store the setting on your preier i c y & 

h 0 y ’ L i i- « on 0345 344 355 or see UK Gold Text page 444. 
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P^jgner denims give Levi’s a kick in the pants 



PUtth * g the boot I": New designer brands like Gstar 


are winning over younger consumers. But retailers and importers still believe that the LevFs brand has a good future, and will prove more resistant than most to changing fashions 


Levi Strauss & Co ships 
a million pairs of blue 
feans a day. But the 

50-year-old firm that 
Prides itself as an 
American icon has laid 
off one third of its US 
workforce — the human 
casualties of “designer 
jeans” and cheap 
imitations, as Tim Cornwall 
discovers. 


It was, said a Levi Strauss 
spokesman, in a phrase he used 
repeatedly, part of the “ebb and 
flow* for one of America’s old- 
est companies. But this partic- 
ular ebb is probably deeper 
than most m the company's il- 
lustrious history. 

Levi’s was founded in San 
Francisco to supply working 
dothes to the 49m (the miners 
of the California gold-rush in 
1849) and its staged retreat in 
the US market came after a 
decade of record growth. But it 
was hard not to read its decision 
this week to dose 1 1 US plants 
as a result of deeper cultural 
changes in a nation that now sips 


lesson about the modem Amer- 
ican employment market, A 
family-run company that 
prided itself on “aspiradonal be- 
haviour" and political correct- 
ness - attempting to re-educate 
Czech employees on attitudes 
to gypsies, for example - it 
publicly refused to exploit 
cheap labour in Marion nr Asia. 
Its US employees had, on av- 
erage, 10 years service with the 
company. 

In the Great Depression, the 
company boasted, it kept work- 
ers busy laying floors In its San 
Francisco plant while it waited 
for demand to recover. But 
Levi's has now belatedly joined 
the great wave of corporate re- 
structurings from the 1980s, 
letting 6,400 people go be- 
cause, it said, there was noth- 
ing for them to do. Fbr the first 
time, Levi’s will have more em- 
ployees overseas than at home. 

“Wealthy and magnanimruio 

Levi Strauss allowed its em- 
ployees to forget one of the great 
economic lessons of bur age: that 
job security is dead and gone,” 
the business ma gazine Fortune 
observed, after a first round of 
lay-ofe earlier this year. “This is 
a company that needed a kick in 
the pants and got one.” 


NOW NICE_£39 


* 


Franco says “Travel to the French Riviera in 
style and save enough to feel like the man who 
broke the bank at Monte Carlo.” 



LOSING THE BRAND WAR 


The day Tesco began selling Levi's SOis at knock-down 
prices was the day die death knell sounded for lovers of 
the famous button-fly jeans with the little red Tag. 

In the Eighties, Levi's 501 s were the epitome of style. 
They had to be worn ripped to shreds, worn tight over 
the rear and teamed with a sturdy pair of Dr Marten boots. 
Everyone wore them, from pop stars and models to the 
man on the street. Even now, as we approach the end of 
the Nineties, Levi’s still have the biggest market share as 
they push their Capital “E" vintage dark denim Jeans, and 
have sold about 23 billion pairs since 1853, but discern- 
ing denim consumers have moved on. 

This move away from LevPs is noticeable on the street 
Ax Camden market in London traders used to rely sole- 
ly on their sales of second-hand, vintage and new Levi's, 
but customers are more interested in other brands such 
as Big Blue, Lois, Wrangler and Lee when it comes to 
buying Jeans. Others traders have found military combat 
trousers more appealing to customers. 

At Rokit a Camden-based company that bulk ta rep- 
utation on Levi's, retail sales of 501 s have dropped by 30 
per cent in the last year, and wholesale sales of the Jean, 
which were sold by the ton. have ceased altogether. This 

is not to say that Levi's are going down altogether. Adam 

Cooper, from American Classics, believes that it will nev- 
er be over for Levi’s. “As long as Levfs have got the Cap- 
tai *F 501 jean they will stay the best , I* the Jean everyone 

aspires to," he says. . . 

The change that has taken place m the denim market 
has more to do with youth trends and new designer brands 
than really bad news for the company. According*, mar- 
^r^chers Mint*. the 4534 age group will be the 
b-rast g-W a™ fcr jeans in the mwfour 

lohn Rocha. '■ r indeed new cult brand S-Star will amM 
dJent It will, of course be Levib. - Mefanle R.ckey 


Franco Mancassola 
Chairman, Debonair. 
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gourmet coffee and proposes 
m ban the Marlboro Man. 

In the West, the spiritual 
home of jeans, bottoms that 
once bounced in the saddle 
are likely to remain planted 
firmly in office chairs, and the 
region now prides itself o 
high-tech home offices rathe* 

than ranching. . Le ^ f ® h ^ r _ 
i. j of tne ear 


hr 1990s. but this year, wrthffie 
American economy flours^ 
in fc sates of its jeans actual^ 

sh^nk for the first time smee 

the mid 1980s. . , 

“Americans 

. - u leans from 



ishjon * — , - 

S or Calvin Klein, hey can 

pt for soft fabrics, sl- 
ashed or sand-blasted, 

mosecheaper.geaenc^^ 

Eten sewn overseas, ths 

****** 
ithout the Levi slabeL 

Levi’s closures also con- 

^forsome, the cruellest 


Three plants closed in El 
Paso. Texas. In Centerville, Ten- 
nessee, the mayor called for a 
crisis meeting with the state's 
governor. The trauma for small- 
town factories, mostly in the 
South, was softened by one of 
the most generous severance 
packages ever seen. 

Workers will get eight 
months’ paid notice, even if ’they 
imm ediately find other jobs, 
health care for 18 months, and 
$6,000 for job training or relo- 
cation. The Levi Strauss Foun- 
dation will spend $8m on 
community aid. There was, re- 
markably, not a whisper from 
the biggest textile workers’ 

union, UNITE Its statement in- 
stead praised the company’s 
“high-road management". 

The slogan of a recent Levfs 
advertising campaign, unyefled 
amid much fanfare earlier this 
year, was “They Go On". It is 

now under review. 

Fashion, page 17 
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12/NEW ZEALAND 


The return of the Iron Lady, Antipodean style 



She would, according to 
a fellow MR be a good 
spokesman for the 
Spanish Inquisition, 
jenny Shipley, the 
woman who will become 
Prime Minister of New 
Zealand, is a formidable 
political operator. But, 
our correspondent 
writes from Wellington, 
she has already upset her 
coalition partners. 


New Zealand’s ruling Nation- 
al Party yesterday confirmed 
Jenny Shipley as its new leader 
and Prime Minister-designate 
but its junior coalition partner 
refused to endorse the 
changeover. It was a first-day 
obstacle the woman who has 
been dubbed “the silent men- 



It’s hard work making your life easier. But that’s its job. It’s easy to set up. It’s easy to use. 
- And at such a reasonable price, it’s easy to see why your office could do with one. 



For more information about the range of. 

HP All-in-One products and supplies, phone 0990 474747 or visit us at http;/Avww. hp.com/go/afi-m-one 
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acer of New Zealand politics 
and, like Margaret Thatcher, 
tougher than any man in the 
Cabinet, took m her stride. 

Having ousted seven-year 
Prime Minister Jim Bolger in a 
bloodless but faultlessly exe- 
cuted coup on Monday, she was 
happy to give Winston Peters 
New Zealand First party a 
breathing space to consider the 
transition, she said. 

ft may be the only breathing 
space he gets, for if he sl ays i n 
government as Deputy Prime 
Minister be will find Mrs Ship- 
ley very different to deal with 
than Mr Bolger. a former po- 
litical opponent who became a 
late night whisky dri nkin g friend 
as a Cabinet colleague. 

He has already been warned 
by a former adviser and fellow 
NZ First ME Michael Laws, 
who told a newspaper earlier 
this year: “Frankly, If I wanted 
somebody to bring a human face 
to the Spanish Inquisition, 1 
would have chosen Jenny. 

“Jenny can tell you in won- 
derful warm tones how she's go- 
ing to garrotte you and then 
disembowel you and throw your 
intestines over her left shoul- 
der,*' he said. “She never rais- 
es her voice and never uses bad 
language, but the assault is 
deadly.* 1 

Mr Peters, angry that he 
was not consulted about the 
coup and worried that Mrs 
Shipley, much more of an eco- 
nomic conservative than Mr 
Bolger, wiU shift policies to the 
right, said today NZ First would 
not decide whether to support 
her for another week. 

“New Zealand First will not 
become captive to any new 
right wing agenda.” he warned. 
“We will remain faithful to our 
principles and philosophy.” Mr 
Peters added that any move to 
dilute the coalition agreement 
be signed with Mr Bolger 11 
months ago as a basis for co- 
operation would “cany serious 
implications for the coalition 
partnership". 

If his aim was to browbeat 
Mrs Shipley into submission be- 
fore she takes up her new job 
next mouth, there was no sign 
he had succeeded when she ad- 
dressed Parliament later in the 
day. 

In tones that reflected more 
the velvet glove than the iron fist 
she is capable of. she assured the 
nation she wanted the centre - 
right coalition to continue and 
the agreement was an “endur- 
ing document” that she was not 
about to try to renegotiate. 
(Even though she said the Na- 
tional Party caucus had given 
her authority to talk to NZ First 
to “work on the coalition tran- 
sition arrangements”.) 

She even confirmed chat the 
NZ$5 billion extra spending 
on social policies that Mr Peters 


the price of his cooperation was 

“not negotiable". . 

AH of which, coupled with 
fulsome praise for Jim Bolger 
as an “outstanding leader of tins 
country” had observers won- 
dering why the coup had oc- 
curred. It happened, in act, 
because National Party sup- 
porter in big business, afraid 

the extra government spending 

would cause a Budget blow-out, 
felt a soft Mr Bolger had al- 
lowed NZ First, with its focus 
on health, welfare and educa- 
tion, to compromise tradition- 
al conservative National Party 
policies. 

Further, it was said, the gov- 
ernment had halted the free 
market reforms and privatisa- 
tion programme that were a fea- 
ture of the Nationals’ first six 
years in office (when they gov- 
erned on their own) and the 
economy was at a standstill. [ 

Mrs Shipley is expected to 
get things moving again and 
economic analysts were already 
telling clients in their faxed 
newsletters today that she 
would push the government 
further to the right, kick-start re- 
form and pursue “business- 
friendly” policy initiatives. 

How she will do this and 
keep a suspicious NZ First on- 
side is for from dear. Especially 
as grassroots National Party 
supporters, weary of a spate of 


BY DAVID 
BARBER 


NZ First mini-scandals and 
mishaps this year, are looking 
to her to differentiate the par- 
ty from its coalition partner and 
revive voter support in opinion 
polls that has reached alarm- 
ingly low levels. 

Meanwhile, Mr Bolger 
called a press conference to re- 
flect on the last seven years and 
perhaps his place in history. He 
likes to take credit for the 
country’s remarkable econom- 
ic recovery, but the groundwork 
for the sweeping reforms that 
brought this about was laid by 
a Labour government in 19S4- 
90 which was kicked out by vot- 
ers in favour of Mr Bolger for 
its pains. 

He takes pride in his gov- 
ernment's efforts to settle a cen- 
tury and a half of Maori 
grievances over confiscated land 
and other lost rights. 

But he will probably be re- 
membered most as the naan who 
managed the transition from the 
Westminster style of first-past- 
the-post voting to proportion- 
al representation last year- the 
system that produced the coali- 
tion government and, ironical- 
ly, ultimately his downfall. 


*4 
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How NZ became 
a political testbed 


Ever since the mid- 1 980s when 
a Labour government under 
David Lange initiated an ex- 
traordinary decade of change in 
the country's politics, economy 
and administration, New 
Zealand has been a sort of Pa- 
cific laboratory for free market 
reformers. 

A stream of visitors from the 
United States and Britain have 
made the pilgrimage to Welling- 
ton to see how far the reforms 
favoured by President Reagan 
and Prime Minister Thatcher - 
but never quite implemented - 
could be pushed. 

Under Lange and his Trea- 
surer, Sir Roger Douglas, gov- 
ernment spending was radically 
retrenched, supports for fann- 
ers cut and trade liberalised. The 
New Zealand dollar was al- 
lowed to float. 

After the Lange govern- 
ment imploded and the Na- 
tional Party took over, reforms 
continued: the central bank 
governor and permanent sec- 
retaries were placed on per- 
formance contracts, social wel- 
fare sharply cut, nationalised in- 
dustry sold off and schools and 
hospitals placed under local 
autonomous boards. Freedom 
of information legislation was 
introduced and, lost year, pro- 
portional representation ap- 
plied to national elections. 

If she has her way, Jenny 
Shipley will continue the trend: 
as transport minister she has 
favoured a proposal to force 
formers to maintain rural roads 
by imposing tolls. 


It has not however only been 
rights wingers who have been at- 
tracted by the New Zealand ex- 
periment in pulling government 
back. Among recent visitors 
was Dr David Gark, Labour 
Chancellor of the . Duchy of 
Lancaster, in New Zealand to 
study freedom of information 
and pick up ideas about gov- 
ernment organisation for his 
forthcoming White Paper on the 
civ il service. 

Viators to Wellington do not 
always realise, however, that in 
New Zealand itself, the gloss has 
long worn off reform. The Na- 
tional Party-New Zealand First 
coalition is doing badly in the 
polls, which pick up public re- 
sistance to further free market 
reforms. In a referendum on a 
radical plan to abolish state pen- 
sions held m September the gov- 
ernment plan was defeated by 
a margin of more than nine to 
one. 

New Zealand’s system, of 
PR - which produced a coali- 
tion government last autumn - 
is also trader severe criticism. 
Recent polls suggest that if an- 
other referendum is held New 
Zealanders wfll vote fora return 
to first-past-the-post. 

After losing power. New. 
Zealand Labour lias been striv-. 
ing under its new leader Helen 
Clarke to reinvent itself as a cen- 
trist alternative. Under Tbny 
Blair, British Labour has be- 
come something of a role mod? 
cl and there has recently bees 
much NZ Labour traffic to 
London. — David Writer, 
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Invisible man hoping for by-election win 


Labour’s candidate in 
tomorrow's Paisley 
South by-election has 
been dubbed the 
“invisible man”. 

Stephen Goodwin finds that 
the low-key campaign 
appears to be working. 


-Where is Blair?" demanded 
a flyer put out by the Conser- 
vatives yesterday. And where 
too was Douglas Alexander, 
the squeaky dean candidate 
chosen by Labour to defend 
the seat in sleaze-dogged 
Paisley? 

To the frustration of his po- 
litical opponents, particular the 
Scottish National Party as the 
main challenger. Labour strate- 
gists have kept Mr Alexander 
well out of the limelight. The 
customary practice of daily 
press conferences was dropped. 


sparing him embarrassing ques- 
tions about Labour's dirty po- 
litical record in Renfrewshire, 
and contact on the streets or in 
community halls has been care- 
fully controlled. 

“Labour's campaign has 
been so low key as to be just not 
there," said Sheila Laidlaw, the 
Tory candidate; as opposition 
parties spent yesterday r ailing 
the tactics. “Douglas Alexander 
told us from the outset that he 
intended fighting this by-elec- 


tion on Labour’s record over 
their first six months in gov- 
ernment. Instead he has been 
conspicuous by his silence. - 

“He may well be about to 
pay dearly for this carefully 
calculated ploy, for the message 
we are getting on the doorsteps 
is that the voters are sick and, 
tired of the contempt they are 
being shown by Mr Alexander 
and his political masters," Mrs 
Laidlaw said. 

The SNP’s Ian Blackford ac- 


cused Mr Alexander of being 
“frightened” of meetirjg voters 
while Eileen McCartin, the lib- 
eral Democrat candidate, said 
Labour was “hiding behind the 
Representation of the People 
Act”. If broadcasters! had no 
film of Mr Alexander they 
could not show other candidates 
wbo had faced the cameras, sbe 


However, the indications 
are Mr Alexander wOl hold the 
seat, albeit by a much smaller 


mar g in than the 12,000-vote- 
majority enjoyed by Gorpon 
McMaster, whose suicide 
caused the by-election. A low 
turnout is ^likely. 

Tbny Blair had been expect- 
ed to lend his weight to the cam- 
paign in the final days but party 
managers consider It no longer 
necessary. William Hague, Pad- 
dy Ashdown and Alex Salmond 
have all visited Paisley. The 
Tbries tried to exploit the Prime 
Minister's absence, saying he 


Where is Winchester’s missing candidate? 


As nominations dose today for the Win- 
chester by-election, the candidates are 
hoping to salve a mystery: where is John' 
Browne? ‘ 

The former MP for the city, who an- 
nounced his retirement in 1990 and then 
stood as an Independent in the next two 
general elections, has a habit of arriving with 
bis n ominal i nn papers at the eleventh hour. 


So far, no one has seen him as prepa- 
rations have progressed for a re-run of 
1 May. ordered by the high court after a 
declared two-vote victory by Marie Oaten, 
a Liberal Democrat was challenged by the 
ousted Conservative, Geny Malone. 

In May, Mr Browne gave his address as 
Boynton Beach, Florida. When The Inde- 
pendent rang yesterday the phone was an- 


swered by a man with an American accent 
who said his name was John Browse 
but claimed to know nothing about the by- 
election. 

Robin Page, the Referendum/UK In- 
dependence Party Alliance candidate, 
could be affected, as Mr Browne stood as 
an Anti-Federal Europe candidate in May. 

— Fran Abrams, Potitica) Correspondent 


had promised to visit every by- 
election but was “too embar- 
rassed by Labour’s sleaze”. 

A further step was taken yes- 
terday to neutralise the sleaze 
factor when the Labour group 
on Renfrewshire Council 
moved to strip suspended par- 
ty member Harry Revie of com- 
mittee posts worth £18,000 a 
year in allowances. 

• Mr Alexander, in reply to 
one of four questions allowed 
the press when he met pen- 
sioners in a village halL said it 
showed Labour taking fit™ ac_ 
don when serious allegations 
were made. 

Following the script, he said 
Labour was winning the by- 
election on a positive agenda 
about health, education and 
jobs. As for the claims of his op- 
ponents that he was a “party 
lackey” and showing contempt 
for the voters, there were “des- 
perate words from desperate 
candidates.” 



reception's terrible, 
have another look 
for my tape 




like I said, 
it's not in here 


don't be ridiculous 




I'm not joking 


you know it never 
leaves the car 



like I need reminding 


tapes don't just 
vanish into thin air 




pity. 
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Clare Short: Stress on ethics Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


Short promises 
to double 
overseas aid 


The Government will in- 
crease the share of resources 
going into the overseas aid 
budget for the first time since 
1979, Clare Short, Secretary 
of State for International De- 
velopment, told The Inde- 
pendent The White Paper 
on development published 
today restates the Govern- 
ment’s intention to aim for a 
0.7 per cent of GDP target, 
which would more than dou- 
ble Britain's aid spending. 

Ms Short said that after 
discussions with the Chan- 
cellor she expected an in- 
crease in her department's 
budget starting in 1999. “We 
are redirecting resources very 
significantly for next year." 
The following year she ex- 
pected to be able to increase 
spending in line with the 
strategy set out in the new 
White Paper, the first on in- 
ternational development for 
more than 20 years. 

“That is the logic of the 


BY DIANE 
COYLE 


Government's commitments, 
to stay within existing totals 
for two years and then to in- 
crease our spend as we go 
through to the election.” 

This would take the offi- 
cial British aid budget from 
£2.3bn to more than £5ho in 
today's money. “It’s a very 
small amount of money in re- 
turn for which Britain would 
get an enormous moral au- 
thority on the world stage. U's 
cheap at the price.” 

The White Paper links re- 
ceipt of British aid to the com- 
mitment to certain policies by 
the recipient countries. Pre- 
ferred “partners” will get in- 
creased longer-term aid. 
While the Government will 
not necessarily cut aid to oth- 
er poor countries, it will be di- 
rected through charities and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions rather than through of- 
ficial government channels. 
Ms Short said; "There are rot- 
ten governments that you can 
not work with," giving the ex- 
ample of Nigeria. 

But governments that 
make a priority of UN devel- 
opment targets such as uni- 
versal primary education and 
basic healthcare will be re- 
warded. “We are saying: ‘If 
you are serious about these 

targets, we want to work with 
you’.” 


This new approach was 
possible thanks to the end of 
the Cold Wit, which meant 
aid was directed mainly for 
geopolitical purposes, Ms 
Shon said. In addition, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
had died the excesses of mon- 
etarism, such as making gov- 
ernments in desperately poor 
countries charge for basic 
healthcare. ‘“They would nev- 
er have dared to do that in 
Britain and they were doing 
it in the poorest countries in 
the world.** 

However, the pragmatism 
of the White Paper might 
well disappoint some idealists 
in the development business. 
It recognises the reality of the 
global capital market and 
emphasises the need for de- 
veloping countries to work 
within international rules on 
investment and trade. 

Ms Short said: “Being 
against globalisation is like be- 
ing against the Industrial Rev- 
olution. Some people were r 
William Blake was - and il was 
an honourable thing to be. 
But history suggests you 
might be wasting some of 
your energy." 

She hinted that she would 
have preferred to see mini- 
mum standards on working 
conditions and the environ- 
ment written into trade rules, 
saying she sees a danger of 
labour standards beiig driven 
down by international com- 
petition. But today's docu- 
ment opts for realism, saying 
merely that the Government 
will “work for” adherence to 
minimum standards in other 
arenas. 

Meanwhile, the White Pa- 
per will confirm the Govern- 
ment's long-trailed plan to 
abolish the aid and trade pro- 
gramme linking aid to busi- 
ness deals for British 
companies, releasing more 
than £70m for other priorities 
as the scheme is phased out. 

It was discredited after 
being used in arms deals and 
the illegal financing of 
Malaysia's Pergau dam. Ac- 
cording to Ms Short, the Gov- 
ernment is not looking fori 
“short-term kickbacks" to. 
British business. 

"today's statement will also 
emphasise the need for com- 
panies to maintain high eth- 
ical standards in doing 
business in the developing 
world, which the department 
will encourage through sup- 
porting voluntary codes of 
conduct. It has already an- 
nounced that it is working on 
an ethical code with the big 
supermarket chains. 
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Hague stands 
fi »*m behind 

Euro-sceptic 

campaign 


William Hague has taken 
on the mantle of jack 
the giant-killer in his 
battle against the single 
currency. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, inspects 
the big battalions lined 
U P against him. 


’H|e Conservative leader last 
Qignt defied his pro-European 
cntics dog in for the long 
campaign to sell his Euro-sccp- 
Uc message. 

But Mr Hague was yesterday 
met by a heavyweight barrage 
of opposition; from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Lib- 
Lab Cabinet committee, and 
leading Conservatives, who 
warned that he could not defy 
history and renounce Britain's 
place at the heart of Europe. 

In addition to Michael Hes- 
eltine and Lord Howe, two for- 
mer deputy prime ministers, and 
Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Chancellor, Sir Edward Heath, 
the former Prime Minister, is ex- 
pected to attack Mr Hague's de- 
fiant stand this weekend. 

But Gordon Brown last 
night put the view of the cross- 
party, anti-Hague consensus 
when be said: “Anli-Euro- 
peanism in the Conservative 
Party, rather than concern for 
the constitution, is now pre- 
cluding a more sensible position. 
Dogma is triumphing over the 
national interest..." 

Delivering a Spectator/ Allied 
Dunbar lecture in London, he 
said: “I believe the right-wing 
view - that to be pro-British you 
have to be anti-European - is 
not only wrong but increasing- 
ly irrelevant to the debate about 
how best we pursue Britain’s 


economic interest “And it is in- 
creasingly out of touch with the 
pro-European mainstream na- 
tional consensus about the sin- 
gle currency wc arc building.” 

As Conservative Main- 
stream is an umbrella group for 
the old guard Tory moderates 

- with a conference to be ad- 
dressed by Mr Clarke tomorrow 

- Mr Brown's repeated use of 
the word was not seen as coin- 
cidence last night. 

It was also viewed as part of 
the strategy to tackle Mr Hague 
head-on that the Lib-Lab Cab- 
inet committee yesterday dis- 
cussed the agenda for Britain's 
six-month presidency of the 
EU, which starts in January. 

After the meeting^ which 
Tony Blair and Paddy Ashdown 
we re joined tty senior colleagues 
from both parries, it was said 
that the presidency would be ex- 
ploited to campaign for a less 
Euro-sceptic position in the 
country at large. 

But the whole basis of Mr 
Hague’s leadership strategy is 
built on the assessment that his 
opponents are fighting a losing, 
battle, and that he is going 
with the grain of long-term 
public opinion in his fight to 
“save the pound”. 

His Tbiy opponents argue 
that Mr Hague is backing a cer- 
tain loser, and that they will be 
there to pick up the pieces 
when the campaign ends, in- 
evitably. in tears. However, 
some of them are coming 
round to the view that if the 
leader purges pro-European 
candidates from the Tory list for 
the European parliamentary 
Elections in 1999, and the result 
is a disaster for the party, then 
a challenge to his leadership 
might become possible before 
the next general election. 



Sean Connery with Gordon Brown in Downing Street after ministers moved to 
ensure his next film. Entrapment is made in Britain Photograph: David Rose 


Brussels Imposes tough new 
rules for employers 


Firms may be forced to 
reinstate workers laid off 
without consultation in 
the event of company 
closures, writes 
Katherine Butter in Brussels. 

British employers who fail to 
consult staff in advance of clo- 
sure decisions would be forced 
to reinstate any workers they 
laid off under controversial 
new social chapter rules which 
the European Commission will 
unveil today. 

The proposals, aimed at 
email and medium sized com- 
panies, wSl apply to Britain if 
a majority of European Union 
governments approve them. 

The UK relinquished its opt 
out from the social chapter af- 
ter the Government’s accep- 
tance of the Amsterdam Treaty 
signed by Tony Blair and other 
heads of government in June. 

European Co mmissi oners 
meeting io Brussels today are 
expected to call on employers 
groups and trade unions to 
open negotiations on the con- 


tent of the new measures. Hie 
aim is to extend an existing law 
requiring multinational corpo- 
rations to keep their workforces 
consulted, to small companies 
operating nationally. 

The two sides of industry will 
be given nine months to agree 
terms, for example, the size of 
company to fall within the scope 
of the legislation. But if as is like- 
ly they fail the Commission's 
own version will go forward to 
governments to become law. 

Padraig Flynn, the EU social 
affairs commissioner, says he 
favours a flexible approach with 
details to be worked out by 
unions and industry. But be is 
determined to press ahead if 
they fail to agree on the grounds 
that existing national rules are 
too weak to protect workers. 

“The right to information 
and consultation is sometimes 
called into question because of 
the weakness of sanctions ap- 
plied in the event of the right 
being breached. This is why we 
need to establish binding rules 
at European level” he said. 

He is calling in particular for 


“effective sanctions of a pro- 
portional and dissuasive 
nature" to be applied wherev- 
er the workers’ right to advance 
consultation is flouted. 

Britain and Ireland arc the 
only countries in the bloc which 
impose no statutory obligation 
on employers to consult work- 
ers on corporate decisions or 
closure plans. 

• The European Parliament's 
rules committee meets today to 
decide whether an internal 
Labour Party “gagging order" 
which has led to disciplinary 
action against four rebel Labour 
Euro-MPs is legal. 

This follows an inquiry by the 
Parliament's Spanish president 
into complaints by Ken Coates, 
Hugh Kerr, Alex Falconer and 
Michael Hindley that a code of 
practice forbidding open criti- 
cism of government policy is a 
breach of Strasbourg regula- 
tions on the independence of 
MEPs. The four rebels were 
told last night that they face sus- 
pension terms of six to 12 
months over their failure to sign 
up to the code of practice. 


Cook condemns treaty 


Robin Cook yesterday con- 
firmed his reputation as the 
leading Euro-sceptic in Tony 
Blair’s Cabinet. The Foreign 
Secretary attacked the Ams- 
terdam treaty which Mr Blair is 
putting to a Commons vote 
next week, saying it was flawed 
because it failed to reform the 
voting system within the EU. 

Mr Cook’s remarks, to the 
cross-party Commons select 
committee on Foreign Affairs, 
could give pro-European Tories 
a let-out clause to abstain or 
vote against the treaty. 

Mr Cook said: “There was 
one major disappointment - 
that is that we foiled to reform 
the institutions of Europe in 
preparation for the larger Eu- 
rope which will follow the en- 
largement to central Eastern 
Europe and Cyprus. 


“We have not tackled the 
size of the Commission, which 
plainly cannot go on growing 
with every new country; nor 
have we addressed the weight- 
ing of the votes in the council 
as they are counted for quali- 
fied majority voting. 

“On present weighting we 
are approaching the nonsensi- 
cal outcome in which countries 
representing a majority of the 
population of Europe would not 
be able to muster a blocking mi- 
nority on qualified voting. That 
is plainly undemocratic, not 
sustainable and will have to 
change.” 

He added; ^Unfortunately 
we foiled to get a consensus for' 
change in Amsterdam. It 
foundered on ihe resistance of 
the smaller nations to counte- 
nance a re-weighting ... At 4am 


wc found ourselves at an im- 
passe. It was important for en- 
largement that we should not 
founder at Amsterdam, be- 
cause enlargement talks could 
not begin until we had com- 
pleted the IGC ” 

John Redwood, the Tory 
trade and industry spokesman, 
said: “I am delighted he is crit- 
icising the treaty. I invite him to 
join us in the *noe’ lobby. I don’t 
agree with him that it marks the 
high tide of inlegrationism. It Ls 
another move up the beach.” 

Mr Blair and Mr Cook took 
over the negotiations, at an 
advanced stage, from the Tories 
.after.lbe election, and his crit- 
icism of the outcome was noi in- 
tended as an attack on the 
Prime Minister. ’ 

— CoTnrBrown, 
Chief Political Correspondent 
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Why Chris Smith found the opera too much 


The conduct of the Royal 
Opera House was gross 
and seen to be gross. The 
Culture Secretary knew 
he had to act. His tinning 
was perfect but his aim 
was not. He may have 
got the wrong target. 


The liming was significant. Chris 
Smith, Secretary of Slate for 
Culture, made an announcement 
which set the metropolitan chat' 
tering classes reeling. It was on 
the eve of his appearance before 
the select committee which has 
given a real roasting to al) in- 
volved in London’s great opera 
fiasco. He knew that he might 
have suffered a similar fate had 
be not drawn MPs 7 fire. 

Thai be did, with bis dramat- 
ic announcement that be wants 


BY PAUL 
VALLELY 


lo merge under a single roof three 
of the capital's premier compa- 
nies - the Royal Opera. Royal 
Ballet and the English National 
Opera - leaving London with a 
single grand-scale opera house. 

The latest opera crisis had. of 
course, been there awaiting him 
when he took office as Culture 
Secretary. Within days he had 
rubber-stamped the appoint- 
ment of Mary Alien as chief ex- 
ecutive of the Royal Opera 
House. It had been made by the 
chairman of the Covent Garden 
board. Lord Cbadiington - for- 
merly Peter Gummer. the Tory 
party PR adviser during the last 
election - and its circumstances 
had raised eyebrows. The post 
had not been advertised. 

The previous incumbent. 
Genista McIntosh, had been 
mysteriously forced out after 
only five months in the job. Allen 
was not just an old friend of Lord 
CbadliagtoBjshe had until then 
been secretary-general of the 
Arts Council, where she had au- 
thorised a £78m grant to the 
opera house. Now she would be 
responsible for spending. 

The behaviour of the elitist 
clique which has hitherto run the 
Royal Opera House has to be 
seen to be believed. Part of their 
skill was to prevent us plebs 
from seeing iL This was an 6lite 
within an elite. “Until I became 
Chairman of the Royal Opera 
House I had never, but never, met 
anybody royal," revealed Sir 
Caus Moser, the mathemati- 
cian who became chairman in 
1974, “now I was entertaining 


them month after month. When 
I was a frequent visitor to Govent 
Garden, or even on the board, 
some people would scarcely 
speak to me. Yet literally the day 
after my appointment as Chair- 
man was announced, a very dis- 
tinguished woman who had 
previously cut me dead, rang 
up, to invite my wife and me to 
spend the weekend with them in 
Scotland. From that moment on- 
wards l saw a totally new layer of 
British life." 

For half a century a self-per- 
petuating oligarchy at the top in 
Covent Garden behaved as if the 
place were a private estate - de- 
spite the fact that their activities 
were supported by a taxpayers' 
subsidy. It was ibe gradual decline 
in this subsidy, in real terms, com- 
pared with the ever-rising cost of 
staging grand opera with inter- 
national stars, which led the 
Royal Opera House into its pre- 
sent situation where it is, to all 
intents and purposes, bankrupt- 

In the Thatcher era, as costs 
rose sharply, subsidies fell sig- 
nificantly away, lb replace them 
the Royal Opera House turned 
to sponsorship from industry. 
Raising money during the years 
of the Lawson Boom did not 
seem to tricky. Grand plans were 
laid to redevelop Covent Garden 
whose stage had not been up- 
dated since 1902. The final ver- 
sion of ihe scheme is to cost 
£2 10m, of which is £78m is 
Alien's Arts Council Lottery 
money. But then came recession. 

The board turned envious 
glances al the English National 
Opera. Throughout the Eighties 
the ENO, whose hallmark is 
works sung in English, had cre- 
ated an operatic power house 
with first-class locally-grown tal- 
ent. ambitious programming and 
an adventurous directorial ap- 
proach. It was cheap too. at least 
by comparison the Covent Gar- 
den whose policy of bringing in 
major international stars only 
served to reinforce accusations of 
elitism, especially as, with subsi- 
dies shrinking, ticket prices nose 
as high as £200 a seaL 

More significantly, questions 
began increasingly to be asked 
about the board's management 
abilities. Report after report 
pointed the finger at outdated 
practices and poor management 
But it was the events of the last 
six months which seem to have fi- 
nally convinced the Government 
that it was time lo abandon the cel- 
ebrated “anns-length" principle 
winch prohibited the Secretary of 
Stale from directly interfering. 

When Genista McIntosh, who 
bad previously successfully run 
the National Theatre, left on 
grounds of "ill-health" the ru- 
mour was that she bad been dri- 
ven out by Chadlington and 



What will be lost S the Coliseum disappears? Epic ENO productions such as Prokofiev^ ‘War and Raace’, 1964 (top). The ROH is 
suited to more intimate repertoire H«e the domestic drama of Janacdds*KatyaKabanova* > 1997 (above) Donald Cooper Qrve Barth/PAL) 


another board member, Vivien 
DufSeJd, the heiress to Chatties 
'Cldre’s property fortune, and 
CYwentGardraYclaef fundrais- 
er. Reports then were that they 
fell out with McIntosh because 
she wanted to attract a new au- 
dience by Ioweringseat prices. It 
now emerges that McIntosh had 
objected to the privileges ap- 
propriated by the opera £lite, such 
as members of the board re- 
arranged the casting for the bal- 
let for the nights when they were 
bringing guests. 

Despite everything, it is by no 
means clear that Smith's pro- 
posed solution is the right one. 
It is true that the ENO has its 
problems too. In recent years It 
has complained that its home at 


the Coliseum suffers from poor 
facilities backsta®^!, collapsing . 
wiring, dilapidated hearing and 
de'cbr; a lack of stora^ ^od re-* 
beaisal space and sewage that - 
overflows in heavy rain. Dennis 
Marks, the ENO’s general di- 
rector, has left after being asked 
to implement cost-cutting to re- 
duce the company s £4m deficit 
Despite its £1 1.9m Arts Council 
grant, it has recently had to ap- 
ply for £3m of emergency lottery 
money from the Arts CounctL 
But the proposals which Smith 
has asked a committee led by Sir 
Richard Eyre (ironically a former 
close colleague of McIntosh) to 
investigate raise as many ques- 
tions as they answer. Opera can 
be made more accessible to “the 


people", he s ugg ests, if the two 
companies share premises ;and 
use the savings^ jptir jnpre and 
do. more outrea^fm “sctioSls/ 

■>, Tonring with a large chorus 
and onAestra and set Is ferociously 
expensive. It would be cheaper to 
fenyaudienoes to London and put 
them tip in hotels free, as Lord 
Goodman once memorably sug- 
gested; There isa good deal of out- 
reach. already, and the most 
effective kind is, in any case, tosub- 
sidise schoolchildren to come into 
the theatre for real performances. 

Then there is the question of 
losing the Coliseum, a theatre 
with some of the best acoustics 
and sight lines in the country. And 
how will the merged theatre be 
run? If it is by one of the exist- 


ing companies, the other will in- 
evitably be squeezed out; if it is 
by a third Rafltrack-slyle opera- 
tor, it risks squeezing out more ad- 
venturous programming because 
of commercial imperatives. 

And there is the question of 
funding. Vivien Driffield has raised 
£75m worth of pledges towards Ibe 
redevelopment plan, but yesterday 
donors were already ringing in to 
Covent Garden expressing doubts 
as to whether they would want to 
fund the merged entity. The situ- 
ation bristles with problems. Smith 
may have saved himself from the 
full force of a Kaufman grilling yes- 
terday. He must hope he has not 
in the process lined himself up for 
an even bigger one at some point 
in the future. 


opera : goers_Iakejssue 


David Mellor. board mem- 

former heritage minister and lormer 

ber of the 340: entitled to send a shock - 

-I think that ChnsSmnh 

wave through the a sham- 

frankfyjs nor much better with : 


escape warn ^ ^ m never 

80 -men I think of all the years that Covent Gar- 

uo they then wanted a new opera hou^whenUjc 
££2ti ^ninMnevcamealong.TtaswasnaiJ- 


NatkmaJ Lottery money - - ----- 

agemeot in feiry land. Putting a bomb uifoer^. - 

inlhose circumstances, was necessary. However, 

I think that it's highly questionable w ^th^ you 
can position three different caa*nNl^£*- 
boureTThe touring option may well be more ex- 
pensive than keeping another house. . - 

“1 have every confidence that under Richard 
Eyre, who ran the most efficient of the compa- 
nies, all this difficult detail will be sorted out. In 
the end, what will emerge is much better man- 
aged, artistically secure companies, but there^K 
still a case for them operating from two sites. 


Rory Bremner, 

T^rould be a great shame if either the ENO or. 
the Royal Opera tost its distinctive identity, but 
it's difficult to have an identity -at all if you go bust 

-The recent management fiascos have provided . 

Chris Smith with the revolver and a round of bul- 
lets: it's now up to the companies to make sure 
he doesn't pull the trigger. Otherwise we could 
be hurtling towards some very interesting mixed- 
language productions tike ‘Der Ftiegend Dutch- 
man' or “Cosi Fan Women’.’' 


Raymond Gubbay. 
concert, opera and ballet promoter: 

“It’s basically a sound idea, but one that does re- 
quire careful consideration. I think it's a way of 
sorting out a huge problem that is getting worse 
all the time. The deficits of all the companies con- 
cerned are Hang , and there’s no magical solution. 
This is a way of rationalising the situation, of forc- 
ing the issues into open debate - we've got an 
opera house that receives huge contributions from 
the National Lottery, so why shouldn't it be used 
in the most effective way? 

“Whether it benefits the opera-going public 
will depend on whether the matter is carefully han- 
dled. It will force Covent Garden to have another 
look at its ridiculously high seat prices in the light 
of what the ENO will charge. If you're going to 
attract large numbers of people who are not or- 
dinary opera-goers, you’re going to have to ad- 
dress that question and make the Opera House 
a much less intimidating place.” 


Jeremy Isaacs, 

former head of the Royal Opera House: 

“The effect of the proposal would be to halve the 
number of seats for opera lovers. For London 
theatregoers these are catastrophic proposals. Seats 
would end up infinitely more expensive. It costs 
£300,000 a week for the Royal Opera to stage a 
production in a theatre away from Covent Garden. 

“This Government wants more people to have 
access to opera, so bow can it justify dosing down 
one opera house? With one stroke of the pen this 
moves London from its position as a leading city 
for the arts." 

Jojo Moyes 
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The three most crucial things for a play: relocation, relocation and relocation 


Leading actress 
Janet Suzman (right) 
reimagined Chekhov 
with an outstanding 
production of The 
Cherry Orchard* 
relocated to post- 
apartheid South Africa. 
Now she has pulled off 
the same trick adapting 
and directing Brecht’s 
The Good Person of 
Setzuan*. She describes 
the delights and 
aggravations. 



Martha Mdenge’s remaining 
leg was amputated just below the 
knee on Monday 6 October, at 
St James’s Hospital in Leeds. 
The first had gone a full year 
previously courtesy of Barag- 
wanath Hospital, Johannesburg. 

These two most unwelcome 
events span the making - and 
the marring - of The Good 
Woman of Sharkviile which 
opened last night at the Hack- 
ney Empire, London. Because 
I am so very fond of Martha and 
since I think it would amuse 
ber, 2 have somewhat inevitably 
come to see the stoiy of the pro- 
duction and this present revival 
as the first and second legs of 
-the Sharkviile saga. 

Martha seems to me to en- 
capsulate all the delicts and ag- 
gravations that working in South 
Africa entails: the bravery, the 
obstacles and the mystery of peo- 
ple's lives as they bridge 
the professional with the per- 
sonal in that difficult country. 

1 first met Martha during au- 
ditions at Johannesburg's Mar- 


ket Theatre in February 1996. 
It was “elderly lady morning", 
and half a dozen or so splendid 
women had been lined up to see 
me. Some were unavailable but 
had come along to be remem- 
bered for another time; some 
were somebody’s best friend and 
thought they might do instead. 
Some had never acted in their 
lives but why not start now? 
Such a one was a wonderful lady 
who is a stalwart of the present 
show and proved herself to 
possess an acting talent as easy 
as a breeze on a hot day. A few 
were just plain hopeless. 

Then in came Martha, qui- 
et, reserved, very dignified, 
with a witty and worn de- 
meanour and a rare smile. She 
had lived in London for 17 
years, one of the many thou- 
sands of exiles who, like me, had 
escaped in the early Sixties via 
a show on tour and then sim- 
ply stayed put. She had returned 
home after liberation and was 
not averse to treading the 

boards again. 


I asked her to read for the 
#x landlady Mrs Mi Tsu (Mam 
Mrunzi in our version) and ber 
command of English instantly 
caught my ear. 1 am constant- 
ly made aware of what a tri- 
umphant feat it is for black 
actors to be expected to per- 
form in a language not their 
own; I find it very humbling. I 
have witnessed such luminar- 
ies as Simone Signoret and Max 
von Sydow come a cropper on 
the stage, struggling with the 
rhythms and idioms of English. 
Martha clearly had absorbed 
the idea of class during her 
English sojourn, and I could see 
* the germ of the Bracknel- 
lesque character of magisteri- 
al proportions in the making. 
Class is not a pre-occupation 
in South Africa - race, yes; 
class, no - but Martha under- 
stood de haul en has, the con- 
descension of the self-made 
woman towards the weak- 
minded novice. Her extended 
vowels were to carry the disdain 
superbly and, above all, comi- 
cally. Martha’s performance 
used to bring the house down 
with its exaggerated vocal 
flourishes and its inherent 
mockery of “posh" white talk. 
It was all instinct- Directors 
dream of such a find. 

But hang on, is this Brecht 
we're talking about? Shouldn't 
I be extolling the expertise of 
Martha’s verfrenidungseffela? 
Oh, you know, the way she so 
brilliantly distances the char- 
acter from the situation at that 
crucial moment in Act 1, Scene 
9. Shouldn't we be discussing 
her perfect gestische Spracfie as 
she waves the lease under the 
nose of the tittle prostitute? 
Well, no actually, because like 


most of the cast Martha bad 
not bad much truck with a re- 
bellious German visionary who 
transformed our ideas of the 
theatre's social and political 
functions and kicked the 
theatre of illusion smack in the 
face. So when rehearsals began 
on 20 May 19%, 1 didn't dwell 
for long on such things. After 
all, you can't act a theory and 
we bad a mere four weeks (o get 
a huge play up and running. 

The notion of re-writing 
Bertolt Brecht’s The Good 
Woman of Setzuan began one 
evening in the National Theatre 
as I sat watching Deborah 
Warner’s 1987 production. I 
couldn't help wondering wbat 
it might be like if the audience 
were to be in the same sort of 
boat as the characters in the 
play - ie poor - and so be able 
to empathise rather more vivid- 
ly than middle-class aficionados 
surveying the struggles of a des- 
perate little soul at the bottom 
of the heap. So, some years lat- 
er I sought permission from the 
Brecht Estate to rethink the 
play into an imaginary South 
African setting, where poverty 
is an everyday thing. I remind- 
ed them that Brecht himself had 
toyed with the idea of a black 
cast (he thought Jamaica would 
be the right setting and the 
book to be by WH Auden, no 
less, but it never materialised) 
and that no doubt he would 
have been pleased to see his 
play have another life in a new 
order. The estate seemed to 
think it a viable idea and gave 
the green light, for which my 
eternal gratitude. 

I enlisted the help of a great 
sioiy-teller and a great friend 
called Gcina Mhlopc who also 



Vibrant with colour and villainy: Janet Suzman's 
production of The Good Woman of SharkviHe’ 


knew nothing of Brecht - 1 can’t 
emphasise enough how re- 
freshing it is to work without 
preconceptions - anil we began 
by rethinking the names of the 
characters. This instantly pro- 
vided new histories. The gen- 
tle little Chinese girl Sben-Te 
metamorphosed into a Zulu in- 


nocent called Sizakcle.nnd her 
lough cousin from a . snaky 
Sbui-la to a gunshot Mafioso 
caHed Suduka. The burbcrShu 
Fu became a benign Nigerian 
(Nigerians are demonised as 
rich viJ la ms> called Xolank and 
.Wang the Waterseller hecame 
Munzi-Munzi: all names have 


meanings in Africa and manzi 
means water in Zulu. 

A quasi-formal style of 
speaking was retained to un- 
derline the fairy-tale feel of the 
play and so Sizakele's poems 
could retain their stylistic in- 
tegrity. Should the Policeman 
he white? No, the idea of a 
black community seemed para- 
mount. Should it be set in 
Soweto? No, too many politi- 
cal implications; an imaginary 
town full of sharks seemed the 
thing. 'tobacco as a drug was not 
wicked enough, so basing it on 
the Santa Monica version was 
obvious; crack-cocaine replac- 
ing Brecht's opium. The gpds 
should be the ancestors, an an- 
cient reality that still holds 
hands with Christianised 
Africa. Being a pilot is Mill a 
small boy's dream so we didn't 
mess with the concept of rising 
above the squalor. No design 
references to corrugated iron 
and dingy rags: the years of 
protest theatre had done that 
to death. Anyway, you can only 
opr for colourless minimalism 
in theatrically opulent soci- 
eties so Sharkviile was to be vi- 
brant with colour and villainy. 

As it played in The Market 
Theatre, there were some grat- 
ifying nights. When our little 
heroine cries out to the hope- 
lessly muddled gods: “Why is 
evil so well rewarded and why 
do the poor endure such suf- 
fering'.*” someone In the audi- 
ence would yell: “Yeah, why?" 
My original impulse seemed to 
have borne fruit, the play had 
taken on a fresh lease of life. 
Yet what was most pleasing to 
me was how funny ir could be 
in Ihe hands of unself-pifying 
black actors whose ebullient 


mockery of the status quo had 
prepared them perfectly for - 
Brecht's emblematic and un- 
sentimental gallop through a 
moral minefield. 

And what of Martha? A 
corn on her foot turned gan- ' 
grenous due to diabetes the dry 
before we opened and a cou- 
ple of toes came off She game- 
ly hobbled back into the role, 
sporting a walking-stick, for 
the last few weeks of the run. -s _ 
Then I heard that that same leg 
bad been amputated during... 
the year that it took to arrange 
the UK tour. 

Otherwise, I heard, she was 
well. “Fine." I said, “let’s have ; 
Martha, wheelchair and all, 
she’s too good to miss out on.” 


She was happy, I was happy and .. JL 
during September we re- \ jf 


hearsed seven new cast mem- 
bers with nary a sign of trouble .. - 
and Mam Mtunzi was back to 
ber old magic But tote was 
playing its hand. Martha came . . 
off the plane at Heathrowhia . 
semi-coma and the next daytfies " 
doctors saved her life by cutting „■ 
off the leg. The irony was ifaat ^ 
Martha had a British passport- .... 
and was entitled to treatment 
under the NHS. Her yeaisof 
exile had saved her. But f can’t . . 
help regretting that England 
won’t be seeing one of -the 
best comic performances Spin, 
the grandest of old tadjesf that 
I have been privfleged.to work, 
with. * \v . 
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The Good Woman of SiaxkvSe' ~ 
is at the Hackney Empire, Lon- .V - 
don (0181-985 2424) to Sal; fa ’ 0 
Nia Centre, Manchester. (0l&“ . . 

22792541 11-15 Nov, mirffe 
Belgrade Theatre, Covm . 
(01203 553055) 
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Functional, warm and 
cosy, the fleece is no 
longer just for the 
sports fanatic, writes 
Tamsin Blanchard. Comfort 
dressing is now 
acceptable any time, any 
place, anywhere. Who 
cares that you may 
resemble a Tellytubby? 
At least it’s eco-friendly. 


The “fleece” is lo the Nineties 
what the shell suit was to the 
Eighties. It has became the uni- 
versal sportswear, worn by the 
fitness fanatic who goes jogging 
in his on cold winter mornings, 
to the clubber who wraps hers 
round her waist whilst dancing 
and wears it to go home in or 
the office worker who zips one 
up inside her coat so she can 
stay warm in the bus queue. 
Like all good, functional ideas, 
the fleecy jacket has tran- 
scended age, gender and oc- 
casion: it has become the 
grown up clothing equivalent of 
a comfort blanket- And who 
can resist the feeling of being 
wrapped up like a teddy-bear? 

I blame the Teliytubbies in 
their all-in-one fleecy suits. If 
I had the option between a 
trouser suit and a fleecy romper 
to wear to work in the mom- 
inn, I know wbich one I would 
go for. We have become a na- 
tion of comfort seekers. Struc- 
tured clothing is off the agenda- 
A neat jacket and coat might 
foot smart and elegant, but who 
wants to feel as though their 
arms are trussed up all day? 
Just as we are used to having 
our fruit and veg packed into 
self-contained, easy-to-use, 
p re-washed units, so too we 
want our wardrobes to be as 
easy as possible. The art of mix- 
ing style and comfort is a fine 
balancing act. To avoid 1 oolong 
like Wayne or Waynetta, sim- 
ply wear your fleece with some- 


th] ng a little special like a del- 
icate beaded dress. Not only is 
a fleece jacket warm and func- 
tional. it can be eco-friendly 
too, rhe perfect way of re-cy- 
cling plastic drinks bottles. 
They can simply be melted 
down and spun into a fibre 
which, in turn, is woven into 
high-performance fleece fabric. 

We expect to see American 
labels like Gap, Timberland 
and Northface using fleece for 
their sportswear ranges. But it’s 
not something you would as- 
sociate with traditional cloth- 
ing company, Thomas 
Burberry. But when Burberry 
launched its Sport range this 
year, perfecting fleece was high 
on the priority list. The fact 
that fashion has been so trans- 
formed by sportswear over the 
past two decades - from 
breathable, stretchable, wash- 
able fabrics we wear to the 
drawstring waists, hooded tops, 
and training shoes that are 
now as commonplace in fash- 
ion shops as in the locker room 
- is more to do with the com- 
fort factor than with the desire 
to be healthy and fit. 

It’s about time too. Com- 
pare a typical outfit from today 
with something our great- 
grandparents might have worn 
in 1897. Then, it was all corset 
stays, hooks and eyes, under- 
skirts , lacing and suspenders. 
Today dressing needs no assis- 
tance or thought whatsoever. 
It's just a matter of a zip here 
and an elasticised waist there. 
And we are getting to the stage 
of one size fits all: the fabrics 
stretch to accommodate, the 
wearer. That's progress. Or is 
it? Do we really want to look 
like TfcUytubbies? Shouldn't 

we suffer a bit for fashion? 

The great thing is you can. 
be dressed as inappropriately 
as you like for a cold night 
standing round a bonfire but as 
long as you zip that fleece up 
high, you will be cosy and 
warm. Now that really is 
progress. 


Photographer: 
Sheridan Moriey 
Stylist: 

Chortle Harrington 
Hair and make-up: 
Helen Bannon at 
Mandy CoaJdey 
Photographer's 
assistant: Coco 
ModehTber 




Want to look a million dollars but can’t afford it? Check out Reiss 


When Jigsaw * -mi 
R etailer of the Year for 
. women at the British 
^Fashion Awards, many 
felt that it was well 
deserved- But in the 


arena of men’s retailing, 
which company is 

currently kicking up a 

storm on the High 
Street? asks 
Melanie Rickey. 


A few days before Jigsaw 
scooped their award. Reiss won 
the men’s equivalent, at the 
/HMMenswear awards, beat- 
ing strong competition from 
Jigsaw for men. Reiss is not one 
of those shops whose image 


shouts “I’m hip and cool" from 

the nxrf-tops. Rather, it is aimed 
at men who want well designed, 
fashionable clothes that are af- 
fordable, not covered with logos 
and, furthermore, are available 
in smart surroundings. 



™lh«k. £59; ctarcoal tr^sen. £59 

Above right .m 


The FHM awards woe set up 
in 1995 to recognise the 
menswear fashion industry 
(which, incidentally, will raise in 
profile next year when the first 
London Men’s Fashion Week 
takes place from 18-22 January 
1998 in Chelsea), and Ed Need- 
ham, editor of-EHM, is a finn^ 

tiever in shops like Reiss both for 
his readers and occasionally for 
himself. “Our policy at the mag- 
azine is to show the clothes that 
men really want to bey," be says. 
“That. means pages and pages of 
fashion where it is possible to see 
the clothes dearly, and actually 
to be able toga to the local shop- 
ping area and buy them.” This 
has proved a successful pdxy for 
FHM. Needham believes Reiss, 
like Jigsaw for Men, have have 
opened up this middle market, 
and made it possible for men to 
make an informed decision 
when buying clothes, rather than 
relying on a wife/ girlfriend/ 
mother. 

Reiss was set up in the mid- 
Seventies by Londoner David 
Reiss, an entrepreneur who be- 
gan his business by selling de- 


Above: Beige tweed 
trousers with turn-up, £199, 
by Nicole Farhi, 158 New 
Bond Street, London Wl 
(enquiries 0171-499 8368); 
lilac ribbed polo neck, 
£31.99, by Oasis, 292 Re- 
gent Street, London Wl 
(enquiries 01865 881 986); 
tumbleweed fleece, £69.99, 
by The North Face, at Lil- 
lywh/tes, Piccadilly Circus, 
London Wl (enquiries 
0171-915 4000); tan lace-up 
shoes, £89, by Pied a Terre, 
19 South Molton Street, 
London Wl (enquiries 
0171-629 1362). 


Top left: Orange fleece, 
£55, by Thomas Burberry 
Sport, 167 Regent Street, 
London Wl (mall order 
0171-930 7803). 

Blue velour zip-up top, £45, 
by French Connection, 249 
Regent Street, London 
Wl, and branches nation- 
wide (enquiries 0171-399 
7200); black silk skirt with 
sequins, £159, by Nicole 
Farhi, as before; backlash 
trainers, £64.99, by Adidas 
from JD Sports, 267-269 
Oxford Street, London Wl 
and stores nationwide. 


IN FRANCE, 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE 


IS OPENED 
EVERY 10 SECONDS. 


signer labels. In 1987 he decid- 
ed to set up an in-house design 
team and hasn’t looked badL For 
him the award was a milestone: 
*Tt gave me a great deal of sat : 
Kfacbon. WfeVe finally got recog- 
nition from both our customers 
and the industxy.” 

The “total designer look" un- 
der one label has worked well, 
despite a few hiccups, and now 
Reiss is split into three strands: 
the main line, which is mainly 
tailoring; R-labeL which e out- 
erwear, jeans and jumpers; and 
Accesso-Reiss, winch, as the 
name suggests, covers eveiytfaing 
from sunglasses lo underwear. 
Early next year they will launch 
RE, a casual sporty range, and 
far Autumn 1998 a capsule col- 
lection for women. 

Their current best sellers 
are leather coats which start at 
£295, chunk rib roll-necks 
jumpers, from £59, and slim -fit 
shirts m stretch fabrics, also 
from £59, 

Reiss have 10 branches nation- 
wide. CaO 0171-225 4900 for 
your nearest stockist. 
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‘Your body is a cathedral’, not ‘your body in a cathedral 
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Yesterday's newspapers 
reported a couple 
caught having sex behind 
the altar at St Paul’s. 
What in heaven came 
over them? John Walsh 
has given careful 
thought to sex In public 
places, its geography and 
motivation, is it men or 
women who most like 
going public? Our man is 
in no doubt. 


“There is 3 time and a place for 
everything,” said Mr Dave 
Gardener a London plumber 
and fteelance moralist, of the 
events that he had the misfor- 
tune to witness, “but we were 
in a place of worship”. St 
Paul's Cathedral may well have 
been originally conceived as a 
place of worship, but over the 
years its profile has changed: 
it has become a tourist prom- 
enade. a ritw marriage chapel 
and a contribution to the met- 
ropolitan skyline - and. to a 
certain tendency: it is one of the 
key sites for le bonque publique. 

Mr and Mis Gardner dis- 
covered this the hard way. On 
a visit to the noble church with 
their small children, they wan- 
dered round the back of the 
secluded American Memorial 
and discovered a twentysome- 
thing woman sitting astride a 
man on the floor. “It was 
absolutely outrageous." re- 
ported Mrs Gardner, display- 
ing an attention to detail that 
marks her out as an expert wit- 
ness. “Her black leather coal 
was open and black top raised 
up to her chin. Her skirt was 
round her ankles. She was on 
top of the guy whose trousers 
were also down 

Shrewdly deducing that 
they had not stumbled upon 
some unusually intense attitude 
of prayer as recommended by 
the Old Testament or the Ko- 


ran. ‘he Gardners blew the 
whistle on the deshabille for- 
nicators. A woman attendant 
came and kicked them out; and 
as they left, the Wnnan On Tbp 
in the disarrayed monochrome 
actually apologised. “We're so 
sony,” she reportedly said. 

Which leaves us wondering: 
why do they do it? Why do 
people want to have sex in pub- 
lic? The Kama Sutra is silent 
on the subject (though I 
haven’t consulted it in, ooh, 
weeks) but basic bram-to-groin 
logic will teU you that the sex- 
ual advantages of having it off 
in places where the great 
British public may stroll by at 
any moment are frankly in- 
scrutable. Were the couple In 
St Paul's overcome by lust? 
Driven mad by the combina- 
tion of nave and rood screen, 
did they feei a simultaneous 
throb of desire which had to be 
dealt with right that minute? 
Or was it that they felt com- 
pelled to break the incensey, 
sacerdotal atmosphere of the 
cathedral with some primordial 
frottage? 

Nobody can tell. But ac- 
cording to a National Sex Sur- 
vey conducted in The Mirror, 
making love in public is the 
most common sexual fantasy 
among young Britons of both 
sexes. Doing it on the bus. in 
the road, on the table at the 
Ritz or in the midst of negoti- 
ating a mortgage extension at 
one's bank seems, rather baf- 
flingty. to be a veiy British 
thing. Mostly it remains a fan- 
tasy. though there are memo- 
rable moments when reality 
raises an ugly bead. Last Feb- 
ruary, the audience atJolson at 
the Victoria Palace Theatre 
were treated to a virtuoso dis- 
play of unscripted shagging in 
a private box near the stage. A 
shapely blonde hitched up her 
elegant evening gown, sat 
astride her portly middle-aged 
escort and proceeded to 
bounce up and down with gus- 
to before turning to face the 





The most public act: May 1996 at the hotel at SkyDome stadium in Toronto. The guests have a great view of the baseball, and the massive crowd has a great view of the hotel 


stage and remount bis lap ... 
“I could scarcely believe it,” 
said a traumatised Brian Con- 
ley, the show's star, who was 
singing “California Here I 
Come” at the time. “They 
were going at it hammer and 
tongs and didn’t seem to care 
who saw them. When she start- 
ed shouting “More! More! 
More!” I thought she appreci- 
ated my performance - but it 
was his.” 

Si Paul’s Cathedral Poet’s 
Corner at Westminster Abbey, 
the bandstand in Hyde Park 
(where John Getty Jnr, he of 
the severed-ear kidnap, was 


once discovered with a girl- 
friend in Hugh Grant mode), 
the Reading Room of the 
British Museum, the Strangers’ 
Gallery in the House of Com- 
mons- they are ail places tar- 
geted by al fresco staggers, as 
surely as are the first-class 
lounges of aeroplanes. I know 
only one person who has ever 
joined the Mile High Club - 
but several who have achieved 
some form of penetration on 
train journeys from Waterloo 
to Wimbledon (change at 
Clapbam Junction) and thus 
joined the slightly bathetic 
Yard High Club. But I digress. 


According to friends, the most 
satisfying place to make love in 
public, for its lighting, its spec- 
tacle and built-in drama, is or 
was the Death of Nelson ex- 
hibit at Madame Ibssaud’s. 
Backlit by flaming sails and 
punctuated by musket fire, 
one conld get up to all kinds 
of mischief without being seen. 
“There used to be a card- 
board cut-out of waves.” re- 
members one shameless 
horizon tale of my acquain- 
tance. “You could lie down be- 
hind that and not be seen in the 
darkness, unless they caught a 
glimpse of thigh among the ex- 


plosions, and then people 
would just imagine it was a 
dead sailor.” 

Do you remember Woody 
Allen’s nervy little face in 
Everything You Always Wanted 
to Know About Sex ... when be 
plays an Italian who takes a 
wife and discovers she is frigid 
except when shopping and 
wants to have sex in more and 
more inappropriate settings 
(in the antique dealers, the cou- 
ple disappear behind a huge 
mahogany dresser, and after a 
ferocious banging noise re ap- 
pear magically reclothed 10 


I suspect that public sex is 
far more frequently instigated 
by women than by men. It's a 
girl’s thing - showing off their 
void streak, wanting to cause 
mild outrage simply with the 
spectacle of tbeir being plea- 
sured senseless. Men have to 
get used to impetuous girl- 
friends assaulting tbem in the 
street and suggesting some 
unfeasibiy frank display of sen- 
sual gratification. A lot of men 
aren’t so keen. They would 
probably admit to having a lit- 
tle trouble becoming aroused 
in church or the Savoy Grill 


London seething around them 
But maybe I’m just pusillani- 
mous. Heroes like Lord Byron 
wouldn’t give a tarradiddle for 
such things. He revealed his 
own fondness for ie bonque 
publique in a letter to Douglas 
Kinnaird in 1819, praising his 
own epic poem Don Juan: 
“Could any man have written 
it who has not lived in the^fc 
world? And tooled in a post- 
chaise? In a hackney coach? In - 
a gondola? Against a wall? And 
under it?” Whew. And you can 
bet a cathedral to a condom he 





wouldn’t have apologised when 










RE VELATIONS 

It hit me that living with a woman was a genuine 
alternative. It was absolutely terrifying 



Val McDermid: The price of being out was far less than the 


THE TIME: Early Eighties 
T H E P LAC E: Manchester 
THE PERSON: 

Val McDermid, crime- 
writer and winner of the 
Golden Dagger award. 

Growing up in a small town in 
Scotland during the Sixties there 
were no lesbians. No lesbian nov- 
els or movies, none in soaps, 3Dd 
therefore no consciousness of 
what being gay meant. 1 do re- 
member thinking that Dusty 
Springfield was absolutely ace 
when 1 was about 12 or even 
younger and wanting lo be like her 
when 1 grew up. I don’t think I had 
any consciousness of her as a les- 
bian icon. 

It was complicated because for 
adolescent girls the reality of 
your emotional relationships lie 
in your female friendships. You 
might go out with a lad on Sat- 
urday night, but. it’s not real un- 
til you've discussed it in double 
Latin on a Monday morning. I 
thought we all felt intensely about 
our female friends, but it was just 
something you didn't talk about 
- like periods. 

The first consciously public les- 
bian thing that I came across was 
The Well of Loneliness. That de- 
pressed me beyond belief. I 
thought: “I don’t want to he a 
man. wear men's suits, be called 
Stephen, and I certainly don’t 
want to slash my wrists. I can’t pos- 
sibly be a lesbian.” 

At university, l discovered the 
feminist movement and was ex- 
posed to real lesbians. I had a tu- 
torial partner from another 
college in my second year at Ox- 
ford. She lived with another 
woman and didn’t have a problem 
with H. That’s when it hit me that 
this was a genuine alternative 
and one that felt extremely de- 
sirable. It was absolutely terrify- 
ing. I didn’t know what to do. 
Where do you go. who do you 
speak to? 

What clarified it all for me was 
falling in love with someone who 
fell in love with me. It made all 
the wondering and fear irrelevant 
it was still scary, but at least we 
were in it together. 

V 
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1 didn't know how my friends 
would react. I’d read horror 
stories of people who came out 
and lost their friends, and I didn’t 
even know bow to start to explain. 
But being in love you walk around 
with a stupid grin on your face. 
You think you’re being dead sub- 
tle; however, you're never out of 
each other’s company and you sit 
and stare at each other across the 
table in the library when you're 
supposed to be working. Yet 
you're astonished that people 
notice! The first person I really 
came out to said: “Yes, so what, 
I knew.” 

Only one friend recoiled in 
horror. It really damaged out 
friendship. For another 12 years 
we didn’t have any contact. We’d 
been veiy close and I think she felt 
threatened. 

Telling my parents was a grad- 
ual process of getting them used 
to the fact that l was living with 
a woman. It was more acknow- 
ledged than spoken about. 

[found it almost impossible to 
speak directly to my father. 
Fathers and daughters have a 
problem in this area. He’d listened 
to my lesbian play on the radio, 
but died before my lesbian crime 
novel was published. There was 
no hostility io my girlfriends, but 
actually talking about it was some- 
thing he would have found very , 
very difficult There was no pat- 
tern for emotional discourse in 
our family. It was all very 
buttoned up. Scottish and 
Presbyterian. 

His death liberated me to be 
much more open with my moth- 
er. Now sbe is relaxed going on 
holiday with my partner's moth- 
er. Yet it is still difficult for my 
mother and I to say that we love 
each other. There’s just an occa- 
sional embarrassed mumble at the 
end of a phone call. 

[ worked for The fcvple news- 
paper, and tabloids are not not- 
ed for their liberal views on 
anybody’s sex life - beyond it’s all 
right lo screw everything in sight 
if you're a man. It’s more difficult 
for a woman in that kind of en- 
vironment anyway. In 1979 there 
were 137 journalists working for 
the Mirror Group in Manchester 
and only two of us were women. 
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price of ore closef 

I constantly had to demonstrate 
that I could do the jo b. It was hard 
enough being a woman, let alone 
a lesbian. 

The assumption in the work- 
place is that everybody s straight, 
and people talk about what they 
did at the weekend with this easy 
assumption that everybody else is 
straight. It’s very hard to find a 
point, without malting it an issue, 
to be out. You have to ask how it 
will affect your relationship with 
the person who sits at the next 
desk who’s a raging bigot - or your 
boss who’s also a raging bigot. So 
for me, coming out at work was 
a gradual process. As I got to 
know them and they got to know 
me and they slowly developed a 
respect for me professionally, I let 
it be dear that the person I lived 
with was a woman. 
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There was an element who 
thought: “She’s a tough ball- 
breaking woman, so she must be 
a dyke.” 1 found the insecurity of 
the macho men amusing more 
than anything. 1 was confident of 
myself professionally and in my re- 
lationship. so that made it easier. 
If I was having problems it would 
have been very difficult, 

I felt that the price of being out 
was far less than the price of the 
closer and what that would have 
done to my dignity and integrity. 
Hiding is not a grown-up thing to 
do. 

However, 1 get annoyed about 
being described as a lesbian nov- 
elist. I am inevitably, to some ex- 
tent representative of my 
community, but I am an individ- 
ual too. 1 was accused of selling 
out when I created my hetero- 
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sexual heroine - Kate Brannigan. 
These people did not understand 
the commercial imperatives of the 
marketplace and the necessity of 
writers to eat. My local bookshop 
sells five times as many copies of 
my Lindsay Gordons [lesbian 
amateur sleuth] from the crime 
section shelves as they do from the 
gay and lesbian section. 1 forced 
myself out of the ghetto. 

Because I am in the public are- 
na. people know I am a lesbian be- 
fore they shake my hand. 
Sometimes I wish it was not the 
first thing they knew about me, be- 
cause they make judgements that 
are often based just on having 
seen Oranges Are Not die Only 
Fruit on the TV. I think: “Hang on. 
I’m probably much more like 
you than not like you.” 

I have heard it said that les- 
bians make crime writers be- 
cause in the conventions of a 
crime novel, the detective is in 
some way an outsider. For much 
of our growing-up period, ado- 
lescence and young adulthood, the 
experience of being an outsider 
has been very strong. Particular- 
ly woman of my generation un- 
derstand what it is to feel like a 
freak who doesn't belong. 1 sus- 
pect this is something I draw on 
when I write about the hunter, 
who is outside the rest of society 
because we turn to them to save 
us, and the hunted who by their 
anti-social behaviour are exclud- 
ed. 

I want to cany on writing 
books with both heterosexual 
and homosexual protagonists be- 
cause I want my writing to reflect 
the world Hive in and not just one 
comer of iL I certainly don’t 
think of myself as an “ism” My 
partner has a very affectionate 
tendency to prick my balloon 
from time to time and remind me 
of who I am and where I come 
from. W: have a standing joke in 
our house: “You’re not an inter- 
national lesbian cultural icon 
here?” 

Interview by Andrew G Marshall 

Val McDermid 5r new book is 'The 
Wire in the Blood’, published on 6 
November by Harper Collins 
(£16.99). 
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BELOVED AND BONK 


Diary of a 
divorce 



If any more friends tell me how they 
want to stay close to both Beloved 
and me I’m going to scream. I am 
sick of people telling me proudly 
how they have managed to maintain 
relationships with both parties of 
other divorced friends. One person 
even told me how grateful she was 
that all her buddies stayed in touch 
with her ex. What? It's all madness. 

I want my friends to be on my side 
... ray female friends must spit in his 
eye and my male friends must break 
his jaw at the first available 
opportunity. They must loathe and 
revile him and revoke all previous 
good opinions. Stuff this spirit of 
liberal fairness. I demand the totally 
partisan. 

I mean how the bell is this 
“staying dose to both of you” 
baloney supposed to work? Let’s . 
just imagine it. shall we? I go to stay 
with my old friends for a weekend. 
The weekend before. Beloved and 
Bonk have been doing what comes 
naturally in the spare bed where I 
am now expected to sleep. If I look 
carefully enough. I’ll probably find 
samples of their hair entwined on 
the carpet. And what do my old 
friends and I talk about? Everything 
except “them”. Our work, our 
gardens, where we arc going for our 
holidays ... it begins to approach the 
level of conversation you have in the 
hairdresser. Tm too polite to ask 
how many screams they heard 
coming through the wall of the 
spare room and just exactly how 
Beloved is looking 10 years younger 
since he started wearing bright 
orange silk shirts on a regular basis. 

But 1 suppose “staying friends 
with both of you” is all pan of the 
belief that we should live in peace 
with our ex-partners: that 1 should 
have Beloved, and Bonk, round to 
dinner, and let him talk about how 
wonderful life is now that he doesn’t 
have to endure me anymore; that 
Bonk and I should exchange 
knowing glances about Beloved and 
all his little ways that we both adore 
and know oh so well; that I should 
set a calm example to my children - 
“Oh yes, darlings. Daddy did break 
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my heart but it’s just a silly old 
heart and I don’t really mind a bit 
now we all eat mushroom risotto 
together.” What sort of example is 
that? How to be a completely 
unfeeling bastard, that's what sort - 

No, if that is civilisation, you can : 
keep it - from flying buttresses to 
desktop publishing, from stuffed 
olives to power showers, stick the 
whole thing in a skip. I'll go and live 
in my hermit's cave and keep the 
right to be incandescentfy furious, 
the right to scream when-it hurts and 
throw big heavy destructive things. 

In truth, of course, roost of ray 
friends do want either eye-spitting 
or jaw-breaking optioos. Some want 
both. Which is terribly gratifying. 

Bur really, I know that in the long 
run I must be ableto see Beloved’s 
name in lights, see him snogging 
Bonk at awards ceremonies and not 
want to make voodoo dolls. I’ll 
never want to have dinner with the 
bastard, but I don’t want to go on 
wishing he’d end his career under- 
Whtcrloo Bridge. Because it’s a. . 
waste of my time. ..... 

And the first step is to stop 
crying. One of the “punch his tights ■ ‘ 
out" friends made a very useful - . 
suggestion. “It’s like giving up 
smoking,” he said, “you do it a day 
at a time.” So now when 1 get up I - 
say “today I choose not to cry”. 

(Some mornings that in itself is 
enough to put me back down the - 
bottom of the duvet for an hour.) ■ 

This involves a good deal of 
“turn Albert’s fact to the wall, 
Mother, never more mention his. : 
name”, a giving-up of all the tittle 
wallowing rituals I have adopted for 
the last few months: no more - 
stroking Beloved photo, playing Bob 
Dylan in the dark or sniffing / 
Beloved’s last remaining T-shirt. - . 
Also, no wearing of clothes he’s 
B» v en me, going places we’ve been, 
or talking to friends.who still talk tp 
him, and could if they wanted to. fall 
me exactly bow beautiful Bonk is , 
and how well and thriving Belovedi* 
looking. It*s all a tad limiting, but 
like my mother always said; “If y&t^: •' 
pick it, it won’t heaL” - 
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la^ad Shapiro (Paul Jarrico) 
screenwriter and film 
producer; born Los Angeles 
12 January 1915; twke 
married; died Los Angeles 
28 October 1997. 


On Monday 27 October, the 
once-blacklisted screenwriter 
Paul Jamoo received a stand™ 
ovation at a 50th-anniversary 
event commemorating the start 
of the notorious “Un-American" 
heatings of 1947. On Tuesday 
October. Jarrico died after 

the car he was driving hit a tree 

For decades he had cam- 
paigned tirelessly to restore 
screen credits to himself and 
other screenwriters who had 
been forced to work under 
pseudonyms and behind fronts. 

Paul Jarrico, a Communist 
for 24 years, came by his poli- 
tics naturally, his Russian im- 
migrant father was a passionate 
Social ist-Ziooist and a radical 
lawyer. While studying at 
UCLA during the early days of 
the Depression, the young Paul 
joined the Communist Party. 

. Soon after graduating, he he- 
lp g&n submitting original screen 
stories to the studios. Colum- 
bia Pictures bought one of 
them, and turned it into Little 
Adventures (1938). a treacly 
vehicle for their child star Edith 
Fellows. Columbia next signed 
Jamco to write the screenplay 
for No Tune to Many ( 1938), a 
slight comedy about two star 
reporters (Maiy Astor and 
Richard Arlco) who are so 
busy scooping one another, 
they keep having to postpone 
their wedding. 

For RKO he co-wrote 
Beauty for die Asking (1939), a 
muddled love-triangle drama 
starring Lucille Ball in the se- 
dulous role of a jilted beautician. 
■Back at Columbia, he co-wrote 
The Face Behind the Mask 
(1941). The macabre stoiy of an 
immigrant so hideously disfig- 
ured in a fire that he wears a 
light-filling rubber mask, this 
stylish second feature gave Pe- 
ter Lorre a rare chance to be 
both terrifying and affecting. 

Jarrico next returned to 
RKO to write the successful 
Tom. Dick and Harry (1941). 
which earned him an Academy 
Award nomination for Best 
Original Screenplay. Janie 
(Ginger Rogers) is simultane- 
ously engaged to three men: 
Tom. a go-getting car salesman 


(George Murphy). Dick, a 
suave millionaire (Alan Mar- 
shal). and Harry, a poor but 
idealistic mechanic (Burgess 
Meredith). The film is built 
around a series of dream se- 
quences. and typical of Janko’s 
touch is the dream in which 
Janie secs a newspaper head- 
line announcing her marriage 
to the millionaire. Also on 
the page is a smaller headline 
reading: “ Hitler Assassinated". 

“A tribute to our great ally, 
11 captures authentically the 
spirit of an entire country!" So 
trumpeted MGM’s publicity 
department about its lavish 
Song of Russia ( 1 943). in which 
Robert Taylor stretched credi- 
bility to the snapping point as 
a great symphonic conductor. 
Filmed at the express request 
of President Roosevelt, who 
wanted to show- solidarity to the 
Soviet Union, it was written by 
Jarrico and his friend and fel- 
low Communist Richard Coll- 
ins. They next wrote the all-star 
Thousands Cheer (also 1943) 
before Jarrico went into the 
Merchant Marine and. later, 
the Navy. 

He returned to films to 
write additional dialogue for 
The Search ( 1 948). Its director 
Fred Zinnemann made bis 
name and Montgomery Clift his 
screen debut in this moving 
semi-documentary about two 
displaced persons: mother and 
child, searching for each other 
in post-war Germany. With the 
director producer Ida Lupino. he 
wrote Not 1 Vowed (1949), a 
sympathetic study of an unmar- 
ried mother, and skilfully adapt- 
ed James Ramsey Ullman’s 
novel The White 7bwer(1950). 

In 1951 the fact that, seven 
years earlier. Song of Russia had 
been made at Roosevelt's be- 
hest cut no ice with the House 
Committee on Un-American 
Activities. Realising this, the 
film's co-writer Richard Collins 
eagerly volunteered to address 
the committee as a “Friendly 
Witness". He was promiscu- 
ously friendly- giving ihewitch- 
h rimers 26 names. One of those 
names, Paul Jarrico, refused to 
incriminate anyone on his own 
appearance before the com- 
mittee. and so found himself a 
non-person. 

He was instantly sacked by 
RKO's Head of Production, 
Howard Hughes, who also re- 
fused to give him script credit 
on The Lasl 'egas Stay, the film 
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Poster for Tool Dick and Harry (1941), which won Jarrico an Oscar nomination for Best 


Original Screenplay 

he had been writing. When a 
California television station 
showed a print of Ibm, Dick 
and Harry which omitted his 
name from the credits, Jarrico 
commented. The public is not 
to be protected from my work, 
however beguiling and subver- 
sive ft may be. The public is only 
to be protected from my name." 

Deciding to create a film 
company which would provide 
work for blacklisted members 
of the motion picture industry, 
he produced Sah of the Earth 
(1953), a powerful, pro-feminist 
drama about the consequences 
of a miners strike in New Mex- 
ico. Written by the blacklisted 
Michael Wilson and directed by 
Herbert J. Biberman, one of the 
original “Unfriendly 10", Salt 


found its distribution blocked 
by the film industry. “It was 
blacklisted." said Jarrico, “be- 
cause we were blacklisted." 

In 1958, when the US 
Supreme Court ended tbe Stale 
Department’s practice of with- 
holding passports on political 
grounds, Jarrico was finally 
free to seek work abroad. An 
Un-American in Paris, he used 
many names, writing scripts 
on “the black market - that 
bizarre bazaar where I and 
dozens of my blacklisted friends 
supported themselves for 
years." Under the pseudonym 
“Peter Achilles" he wrote the 
British-made AO Night Long 
(1961), and he and Michael 
Wilson shared the name **lvo 
Pirflli" when they co-wrote Five 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 

Branded Women (1960), a 
film about Yugoslav partisans 
during the Second World War. 

After the blacklist faded, 
Jarrico worked as executive 
story editor on such television 
programmes as Call to Glory 
(1984) and Fortune Dane 
(1986), and wrote the Charles 
Bronson film Messenger of 
Death (1988). As head of a re- 
vamped committee set up by 
the Rfritets Guild of America, 
he recently took satisfaction 
in announcing that the credits 
of 34 films made during the 
Cold War will at long last be 
changed to reveal the tine au- 
thor. But, he added. “There are 
many more credits that need 
restoring.” 

- Dick Vasburgh 


Paul Guth, writer and 
Journalist; bom Ossnn 
(Hauterfyr fato) , France 5 
March 1910; married 1936 
JuHetce Loubfcre; died Vffl« 
(TAvrsy (Hauts^de-Seine), 
France 28 October 1997. 


Schoolboys who are just too bril- 
liant ai all subjects often tend to 
perpetuate that facility in adult- 
life displays of unquenchable 
intellectual versatility in futile 
search for the approval of a 
non-existent head-master. Jfcul 
Guth, of the multiple literary 
talents, sought membership of 
the Academie Erangaise: but 
that severe headmaster always 
turned him down. 

He was of humble origins in 
a snail Pyrenean town, and was 
such an outstanding scholar at 
the Incfli College de ViDeneuve- 
sur-Lot that his teachers urged 

his parents to send him, with tbe 

help of a bursary, to the pres- 
tigious Lycee Louis-ie-Grand in 
Paris, where he studied litera- 
ture and the classics. Among bis 
classmates were Georges Pom- 
pidou and Leopold Sedar 
Senghor. He graduated with 
distinction from the Faculty 
des Le tires de Paris in 1933. 

He spent a few years teach- 
ing French. Latin and Greek in 
the provinces, then in Paris at 
another famous school, the Ly- 
o6e Janson-de-Sailly, from 1937 
to 1945. where one of his stu- 
dents was another future pres- 
idem, \felery Giscard cTEstaing. 
He gave up teaching to by to 
make a living by his pen. 

He had already started to 
write while still a schoolboy. In 
Paris, be began making friends 
in literary and artistic circles, 
one of whom was the film di- 
rector Robert Bresson. In 1944, 
with Paris still occupied by tbe 
Nazis, Bresson was planning to 
make a film based on an 
episode in Diderot's Jacques le 
Fdtaliste, for which Cocteau 
had agreed to write the dia- 
logue. Bresson wanted to up- 
date it to the present and the 
sublime Maria Casaits was to 
portray the sinister, scheming 
beauty seeking revenge on a 
wealthy, unfaithful lover. 

There was a curious affini- 
ty of temperament in Guth and 
Bresson. Guth was an intellec- 
tual with a certain sweetness and 
innocence of character. Bresson 
was of solid bourgeois descent 
an adventurous conservative 
who always referred to the rin- 
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f.v.gnfeh his austere, highly per- 
sonal, original and subtle 
creations from what he con- 
sidered to be the trash of most 
other directore. Christopher 
Sykes, in the bygone days of “U 
and Non-U", informed us that 
the right people referred to the 
seventh art as “the kin6ma", 
while the middle classes called 
it the cinematograph. Guth 
followed Bresson’s example 
and called it cindmatog- 
mphe”, so perhaps that was why 
Bresson, over acorn coffee in 
a St GermaiD bistro. “Les Deux 
jWiagols”, invited Guth to follow 
tbe making of what was to be 
a great film, Les Dantes du Bois 
de Boulogne . I think it was one 
of the first examples of a writer 
composing a diary-form book 
on tbe actual shooting of a film 
-a practice that was to become 
fairly common. 

Guth called his first book 
Autour des Dames du Bois de 
Boulogne: journal d’un film. Its 
action spanned the film s 
progress from start to finish. 10 
April 1944 to lOffebruaiy 1945, 
and it was published later that 
year to coincide with the film’s 
opening. The period also cov- 
ered tbe end of the Occupation 
and the liberation offtiris, and 
Guth’s documentary eye gives 
us memorable snapshots of life 
in the ruined City of Light. 

He writes of the various 
sites and studios where the 
shooting took place, often un- 
der great difficulties. He also 
gives us close-ups of the great 
Bresson at work, of Cocteau 
and Jean Marais at home in the 
roe de Montpensier, of Maria 
Casarts, during an air-raid by 
the Allies, telling him the sto- 
ry of her life that was to become 
her fine autobiography Resi- 
dence Privikgiee. Guth’s first 
book is a masterpiece: howev- 
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Sir John Farr 


Fair: a conservationist 
before the term became 
fashionable 


John Arnold Farr, landowner 
and politician: bom 
Nottingham 25 September 
1922; MP (Conservative) for 
Harborough 1959-92; Kt 1984; 
married I960 Susan Ann 
Milbum (two sons); died 26 
October 1997. 


John Farr, who sat as Member 
of Parliament for Harborough 
from 1959 to 1992, was. above 
all, an old-fashioned, right- 
wing Tory romantic. 

He had a highly traditional 
rural and brewing background, 
and a good war record in the 
Royal Navy. His landholdings 
were extensive, in Britain, in 


Ireland and in Zimbabwe, 
where he owned 10,500 acres. 
He was keen on hunting, shoot- 
ing, fishing and cricket, but he 
could be very unconventional 
in right-wing political terms. 

He was always willing to op- 
pose the government of the day 
when he thought them wrong. 
Thus, while he staunchly upheld 
the rights of private gun own- 
ers, he fought strongly against 
the increase in the number of 
licences allowed by legislation 
in 1980, fearing that it woold en- 
courage irresponsible owners of 
firearms. Again in 1987, when 
the Government introduced 
restrictive legislation on the 
possession of firearms in the af- 


termath of tbe Huogerford 
massacre, Farr angered the 
shooting fraternity by stoutly 
supporting the new legislation. 

In the run-up to British en- 
try into the then Common 
Market Farr resolutely defied 
the Heath government, arguing 
instead for the creation of a 
Commonwealth parliament, 
which be believed would better 
serve the commercial and po- 
litical interests of Britain. On 
the other hand, to the great 
embarrassment of the Home 
Office in the 1980s, be cam- 
paigned strongly for a retrial 
of those convicted of the 
Guildford and Birmingham 
bombings,, and consistently 


attacked the Appeal Court for 
its inadequacies in reversing 
miscarriages of justice. 

Above all, however, Farr 
was a countryman and conser- 
vationist, before that term 
became fashionable. His envi- 
ronmental concern was, in- 
deed, shown in his maiden 
speech in 1959, criticising the 
use of toxic sprays. Again, in 
1972, he successfully opposed 
a Bill to set up an oil terminal 
on Anglesey and in 1975 he 
sought to change capital trans- 
fer tax provisions in order to 
protect wildlife areas. As a 
landowner, he was sharply crit- 
ical of any extension to the 
rights of what he called “pro- 


fessional ramblers”. He sup- 
ported the rights of the Falkland 
islanders long before most 
members of the House of Gam- 
mons were aware of the Ar- 
gentinian threat. In 1981, 
moreover, be opposed govern- 
ment policy on Gibraltar, ar- 
guing that Gibraltarians should 
be granted British nationality. 

John Farr was boro in Not- 
tingham in 1922, and educated 
at Harrow. In 1940, at the age 
of 18, be enrolled in tbe Roy- 
al Naval Volunteer Reserve, 
and later fought in tbe Mediter- 
ranean and the South Atlantic, 
rising to the rank of Uevtenant- 
Commander. After the war he 
entered the family brewing 


firm as executive director. Af- 
ter contesting the unwinnable 
seat of Ilkeston in 1955, he 
embarked on his long political 
career as a victor in the 
Conservative landslide on 1959. 

He was to prove himself an 
adept parliamentarian, serv- 
ing on various Select Commit- 
tees, most importantly that on 
Standing Orders. He was also 
a member of tbe Executive 
Committee of the UK Branch 
of tbe Commonwealth Parlia- 
mentary Association from 1972 
to 1974, and of the Conserva- 
tive backbench Agriculture 
Committee and Northern Ire- 
land Committee. From 1973 
until 1978 he was a delegate to 


er much he tried, he could 
never surpass it 

Raul Guth achieved popu- 
larity with a long series of 
charming , funny, lightly written 
books about a character who is 
now always associated with 
him, and whom he eventually 
seemed to personify in his ap- 
pearances on television- it* naif 
Guth used ibis appealingly 
helpless innocent to satirise 
modem life - a pathetic hero 
who is always finding hims elf in 
ridiculous situations, and with 
childlike frankness making un- 
expectedly pungent commen- 
taries on people and institutions. 

His readers often confused 
him with his leading character, 
and with reason: his open face, 
gentle smile, big blue eyes and 
simple demeanour could easi- 
ly mislead tbe unwary. But he 
was using a mask for his bril- 
liant intellect, for bis astound- 
ing range of knowledge, for his 
candour, his purity of heart, for 
his limpid literary style. He was 
a faux naif. 

The first of the series star- 
ring this inimitable character 
was Les Mcmoires d’un naif 
(1953), which won the Prix 
Courteline, followed by Le Naif 
sous des drapeaux (“The Naif in 
tbe Army", 1955) and Le Naif 
aux qua runic enfants (“The 
Naff and the Forty Kids", 1956). 
The last gained what might be 
called a school-leaving prize: 
Grand Prix du Roman- de 
l’Acad£mie Frangaise. 

Guth wrote and wrote and 
was a regular contributor to Le 
Figaro and many other journals. 
He won prizes and decora- 
tions and literary distinctions. 
Behind his writing there was an 
enthusiasm, an inner kindness 
and courteous discretion that 
make all his books - even his 
Histoim de la Uuemtiaefran^aise 
(1992) -glow with the radiance 
of a devoted teacher. And that 
mischievous sense of absurd hu- 
mour was always there. In that 
last-named work, for example, 
we find no dry-as-dust sum- 
maries. The writers of the past 
come alive in a comical way: 
Montaigne is a learned cat. 
Malherbe is le Pere Ubu dc la 
grammaire. It is no wonder 
that many of his books were en- 
joyed in schools. Paul Guth 
loved words, and they made 
him lovable to a vast readership 
of all agps: much better than be- 
ing a member of the stuffy old 
AcadtSmie Franca tse. 

-James K irkup 


the Western European Union 
and the CouncO of Europe. He 
had a host of other interests, in- 
ch] ding -as he confessed in 1960 
- a penchant for owning race- 
horses, which lost him money. 

He was careless of his ap- 
pearance, once evoking from 
David McKie of the Guardian 
the remark that his summer suit 
“looks as though it has just spent 
the winter in someone's laun- 
dry basket . . ." But, throughout 
his life he was brave, tenacious 
and industrious in pursuit of his 
manifold interests and concerns. 
Few politicians have served 
their country better without 
ever holding ministerial office. 

-Patrick Cosgrove 
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Birthdays 

Mr Richard Annand VC, S3; Sr John 
Bailey, former HM Prifcorator Gen- 
eral, 69 ; Mr John Berger, author and 
art critic 71; Mr EdgW Bownng. for- 
mer chairman, C.T Bowring & Co, 

2r£S£SS53£K 

n, nr Paul Knapman, Westminster 

SSssSsratt 

gfeysgasrs 

50- MfesT&tnm O'Neal, ao- 

sg-ssssyst 

gagg-js 

sssSsssss 

Stanley UK* 67, 

Annivers ar * es 

sassfigs^sss 

2*£??2 sSSSS£S? 


Sanderson Haldane, physiologist 
and geneticist, 1892; FfeuJ Edvard 
Dehn, playwright, author and poet. 
1912; Vivien Leigh (Vivien Hartley), 
actress, 1913. Deaths: James Clerk 
Maxwell, physicist, 1879; Maurice 
Utrillo, painter, 1955; Mack Seimctl 
(Michael Sinnon), film producer, 
I960; Jacques IhU (IhtischeSr}, aaor 
and director, 1982; Kamonn An- 
drews, television presenter, 1987; Ian 
Robert Maxwell (Jan Ludvii HocfaJ. 
newspaper proprietor, found dead at 
sea 1991. On this day: the Gun- 
powder Plot was discovered, 1605; 
Afghanistan surrendered to Britain, 
1840; tbe first automatic traffic lights 
in Britain were installed in Wolver- 
hampton, 1927; Richard Nixon was 
elected as 37th US President. Today 
is the Feast Day of Si BertiUa of 
Chelles, Saints Elisabeth and Zach- 
ary, St Epfeteae and St Gahiion. 


Lectures 

London School of Economics: Dr 

De Else Botst Eilers, “The Balanc- 
ing An of a Health Minister; the role 
of government in health care”, 
530pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Soxrel Hetshbog.“Siyte and Nation: 
European decorative art in the late 
19th century'’, 230pm- 
Tate Gallery: Michael Ricketts. 
“Against Expressionism: four strate- 
gies in Suneulid painting", 1pm. 

Changing of the Guard 

Pate*, 1L30 hh. band prodded t? beak 
Gnanfc. 


LAW REPORT: s November 1997 


Home Secretary’s decision on fresh application final 


Where an applicant who bad 
been refused leave to enter 
or remain In the United 
Kingdom on asylum grounds 
made a further application 
on the same grounds based 
on information not 
previously available, the 
Home Secretary^ decision 
whether that constituted a 
“fresh application” was not 
subject to appeal to the 
Immigration Appellate 
Authority. 

R v Secretary of State fcr the Home 
Department, ex parte Calabar, R v 
Immigration Appellate Authority ex 
parte Secretary of State fbrthe 
Home Department Queens Bench 
DMson (Crown Office List) 
(Lightman J) 22 October 1997 


On an application by the Home 
Secretaiy for an order of pro- 
hibition. to restrain the Immi- 
gration Appellate Authority 
from entertaining an appeal 
against his refusal to treat rep- 


resentations by Mahmut Cak- 
abay as a fresh application for 
asylum and against his refusal 
to grant asylum in response to 
that “fresh application”, and for 
declaratory and ancillary relief, 
the court granted the Home 
Secretaiy a declaration to the 
effect that the special adjudi- 
cator had no jurisdiction to bear 
Mr Cakabay's purported ap- 
peal and that the purported 
notice of appeal had no effect 

Mr Cakabay. a ThrJrisb na- 
tional, had applied for leave to 
enter the United Kingdom on 
asylum grounds, but his appli- 
cation was refused. His solici- 
tors then applied again for 
asylum on the basis of new in- 
formation. Tbe Home Secretaiy 
determined that those repre- 
sentations did not constitute a 
fresh claim for asylum and 
declined to entertain it as such. 

Mr Cakabay sent the Home 
Secretary a purported notice of 
appeal to a special adjudicator 


against his decision to refuse to 
recognse him as a refugee. On 
receiving the Home Secre- 
tary's response that hisdedson 
was not appealable, Mr Cak- 
abay served the purported 
notice of appeal on the Immi- 
gration Appellate Authority, 
and applied for leave to move 
forjudirial review of the Home 
Secretary’s decision to remove 
him despite his appeal against 
the refusal of hfc fresh claim for 
asylum. The Home Secretaiy 
applied for an order of prohi- 
bition and declaratory and an- 
cillary relief. Both applications 
were before the court, but it ’ 
bad been agreed that the 
Home Secretary's application 
should be heard first. 

Richard PkmkrQC and Eleanor Grey 
(Deasay Sa&ritar) for the Home Sec- 
n&ry; Andie*' NkxjtQC and Stark Hen- 
<4 tsck {Howe Jc Co) for Mr Cakabay 

Mr Justice Lightman said 
that the two applications for ju- 


dicial review before tbe court 
revolved around a angle issue 
of law of some importance in 
the field of immigration law 
relating to asylum. 

The issue raised was 
whether tbe Home Secretary 
was tbe sole judge of the ques- 
tion whether a second appli- 
cation for asylum based on new 
information was a fresh appli- 
cation (subject only to the 
supervision of the court in ju- 
dicial review proceedings). 
There was no clear binding 
authority on that question. 

In his Lordship's judgment , 
no appeal lay to the special ad- 
judicator. The jurisdiction of 
the special adjudicator was 
confined to cases where there 
was an appeal from a derision 
of the Home Secretary to the 
effect set forth in section 8 of 
the Asylum and Immigration 
Appeals Act 1993. Unless and 
until the Home Secretaiy at> 
cepted the further representa- 


tions as a fresh application 
there was no occasion for mak- 
ing any decision falling within 
section 8. 

Parliament had not made 
any special provision conferring 
a right of appeal against the 
decision not to treat further 
representation as a fresh ap- 
plication similar to the right of 
appeal against the decisions 
specified in section 8. It might 
be inferred that Parliament 
was concerned that such a 
right of appeal would create a 
real risk of serious abuse. 

The risk of abuse was obvi- 
ated by conferring on the 
Home Secretaiy the sole and 
unappealable right to decide 
what was or was not a fresh 
application, subject only to 
a challenge by way of jud- 
icial review proceedings on 
Wcdnesbury grounds. 

Tbe Home Secretaiy would 
be granted the relief soughL 

“ Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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The Royal Opera: no to merger, yes to a new broom 
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Act One. Exit (stage left, pursued by 
snakes) Genista McIntosh. Enter 
soubrette Mary Allen, with Lord Chad- 
lington (basso profundo) in close atten- 
dance. General confusion. Chorus appears 
with baskets of five-pound notes. There 
you have the recent history of Covent Gar- 
den - opera buffa. But now we have Act 
■Rwo and a spirited intervention by the new 
counter-tenor, Chris Smith, provoking 
amazement in the stalls and choiring in the 
Crush Bar. This week's deus ex machina 
is not the end of the drama. Hie Culture 
Secretary has intervened mightily, but the 
final shape of the refomo of the Royal 
Opera ought to wait for Sir Richard 
Eyre. He will, we hope, have a lot to say 
about the organisation of this magnificent 
but oh so peculiar art form in the capital. 

Mr Smith say's the Covent Garden 
show must not go on. He is absolutely right. 
Hang the '‘arm's length" principle. The 
Royal Opera House has become a drain 
on public money, which, of course, indudes 


lottery revenues. If, as a result, it had be- 
come exciting and innovatory, with the 
world’s directors and artists beating a path 
to its door, the deficits might have some 
justification. As it is they are insupportabte. 

Let's dispense quickly with the idea that 
spending public money oa this form of art 
needs some special justification. Opera at-, 
tracts far too much attention - as if it were 
the only “Slitist” activity supported by the 
state, as if government were not embroiled 
m all manner of activities that directly 
benefit a number less than the sum of the 
British population. London ought to have 
one stage where work by the world’s lead- 
ing designers and performers - perhaps 
even composers -can be afforded. There 
is, admittedly, no ready formula for the 
scale of public support for grand opera. 
It is a reasonable rule of thumb that world- 
class opera can be produced with what the 
likes of Jeremy Isaacs demand, less 5 or 
even 10 per cent 

People such as him are the problem. 


Covent Garden has been managed by a 
board of trustees and executives whose 
record in simple profit-and-loss account- 
ing is miserable. All the talk you bear about 
a revolution in public management in the 
vicinity of Drury Lane (admittedly much 
of ii from Tbalcberites in charge when die 
ROH was going to rack and ruin) -forget 
it- In their arrogance Govern Garden's 
managers let in the television cameras, so 
we know at first hand just what kind of 
peaplebave been entrusted with running 
this premier arts organisation. 

So much is common currency. The crit- 
icisms were mouthed in Gerald Kaufman’s 
donotic as recently as last week. Now Chris 
Smith promises revolutionary change. 
■The first task facing Sir Richard Eyre is 
to repopulate the management of the 
Royal Opera company to ensure, at the 
leak, that in future it operates within its 
budget The ROH recently put on Brit- 
ten’s The Turn of the Screw, let that be its 
managers' watchword. Running “culture" 


_ utilising the techniques of business in an 
environment peopled by creative people 

- is not intrinsically difficult. The National 
Theatre, even the BBC offer instruction. 

Sir Richard’s second task is to wean Mr 
Smith away from his theory of unifying 
opera production on the same site. Mr 
Smith's threat (promise?) not to increase 
the flow of public funds into opera in real 
terms may be justified; but it docs not nec- 
essarily argue for physical concentration. 
By all nregns, after rebuilding is complete, 
tuni the administration of the Co vent Gar- 
den buflding into a separate company that 
then leases space to the Royal Ballet and 
a (rejuvenated) Royal Opera. But don t 
squeeze the very different English National 
Opera into the same arena. It is not that 
the ENO has not had its share of troubles 

- among them its recent lacklustre pro- 
gramme and an attack of grandiosity in the 
TVnnk Marks plan to build an entirely new 
theatre to house the company. There is 
surely much more life left in its current 


home at the Coliseum, just as there ought 
to be much more life and vitality left m 
ENO’s formula of English language pro- 
ductions on the cutting edge. - . 

Chris Smith Is endearingly' keen on 
bringing opera to the people (which 
surely ENO's Bayliss programme strives 
to do, not without success). His ideas about 
making the companies tour is patronising; 
be seems to have forgotten the existence, 
in Leeds, Cardiff and Glasgow of first-rate 
opera companies, let alone the autumn 
circumnavigation of England by Glynde- 
bourne (which offers plenty of lessons, 
about successfully rebuilding a concert! 
ball). Covent Garden ought to be first-rate 
opera, performed in London, with a pro- 
portion of seats at budget price. Tb 
achieve that, Mr Smith has to make its 
management his target. If the positions of 
existing executives are now untenable, wdl 
and good. The arts great and good in this 

_ n « nil an mvar and onoil as 
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Irish president 

Sir; As a Protestant citizen of 
the Irish Republic. 1 am deeply 
dismayed by the election of 
Mary McAleese as our Presi- 
dent (report. 1 November) for 
two reasons in particular. 

First, while our government 
professes to be working for 
peace in Northern Ireland, it 
has aggressively promoted an 
unabashed Northern Irish na- 
tionalist for President at a par- 
ticularly sensitive time, when 40 
per cent of Unionists remain 
outside the peace talks. Ken 
Maginnis has said that this 
confirms Unionists in the belief 
that they cannot do meaning- 
ful business with Dublin. 

The second reason is that 
those who voted for Mary 
McAleese (only 21 per cent of 
Lhc total electorate, as over 50 
per cent abstained) could not. 
or would not, see through the 
nonsense of her claiming to 
“build bridges" to the Unionists, 
the very people she has strong- 
ly criticised over many years 
while working in Northern Ire- 
land. She has even referred to 
Northern Ireland in the past as 
an “archetypal police state”. 
Those who saw through this 
smokescreen, and still voted for 
Mary McAleese, frighten me 
even more, as they are declar- 
ing their lack of interest in plu- 
ralism and confirm their desire 
for a Catholic island for a 
Catholic nationalist people 

The main opposition candi- 
date, Mary Banolii. is a genuine 
pluralist of a gentle disposition 
with an excellent record of pub- 
lic service. British people, with 
justification, often accuse peo- 
ple in Northern Ireland of liv- 
ing in the past. Sadly, if they have 
not done so already, they now 
have justification for including 
the citizens of the Irish Repub- 
lic, just at the time when Mary 
Robinson was trying to show the 
way to a pluralist future. 
ROBIN BURY 
KiUincy, Co Dublin 

Divided Tory party 

Sir Contrary to Michael Hcs- 
eltine’s assertion (report, 3 No- 
vember), it was the SDP’s 
establishment in 1981 which 
kept Labour in opposition for 
IS years and concentrated its 
mind on the reforms accessary 
to get elected. 

Those reforms were car- 
ried through by strong leader- 
ship from Neil Kionock and 


Tony Blair, not by Messrs 
Callaghan, Healey and Hat- 
tersley. They were the guilty 
men who (like John Major in 
his Party) were unwilling to con- 
front the extremists and stop 
the drift which eventually led to 
the establishment of the SDP. 

There was no inevitability 
about the demise of the SDP It 
was not destroyed by lack of 
support or electoral success 
fail by the disastrous split which 
occurred after the 1987 election. 

The lesson from the SDP is 
that things will only change if 
people are prepared to stand up 
and fighL 1 am delighted to see 
Mr Heseitine and his colleagues 
doing so now in the Tory party. 
Like him, some of those who 
formed the SDP - including 
David Owen - swore quite sin- 
cerely only a short period before 
establishing it that they would 
never leave their old Party. 

Sir IAN WRIGGLESWORTH 
Chairman, Prima Europe 
London W1 


Woodward trial 

Sin Ten years ago, aged 19, with 
a group of friends I spent the 
summer in the United States. 

We stayed in various loca- 
tions: Boston, Virginia, New 
York; with friends, relatives and 
some in “live in jobs". All of us 
entered the US armed with 
fake ID, which showed us to be 
over the age of 21. We all used 
this ID to enter bars illegally. 

We stayed out all night, 
partied, and probably didn’t 
show the required commit- 
ment to our paid employment 
Many of us may have pro- 
fessed to dislike our employers 
and indeed our jobs. 

Luckily, none of us fell foul 
of a couple barely 12 years old- 
er than ourselves who had for- 
gotten what it was to be a 
teenager. Luckily, none of us 
fouod ourselves in circum- 
stances which, our not being 
able (o explain them,' might 
have indicated our guilt in a 


capital crime in many US states. 
Luckily, none of us were made 
convenient scapegoats for what 
may have been a horrible acci- 
dent or terrible crime. 

It is a frightening concept 
that we must rely oa luck rather 
than justice (“The crowd holds 
its breath for Louise", 4 No- 
vember). 

EfBHUN PAYNE 
Basingstoke'. Hampshire 

Sin Society need not recognise 
the dedicated mother only by 
applauding her for slaying at 
borne (LcUeis, 1 November). It 
can also recognise her by giv- 
ing her more support. It can 
acknowledge its own responsi- 
bility to children and their 
primary carers through reor- 
ganisation of the workplace so 
that carers arc not driven to 
stark choices, and may meet 
their obligations to both their 
families and their employers 
without being exploited. With 
a fairer system in the workplace. 


children will suffer fewer dis- 
advantages. 

Dr VANESSA MARTIN 
Egham, Surrey 

Sin Is the Louise Woodward 
case really the most important 
case in the history of the state 
of Massachussetts (report, 4 
November')? What about tbc 
infamous Salem witch trials, or 
the spectacular cases of Lizzie 
Borden or the Boston Stran- 
gler? Historically surely the 
1 7th century wrangles over the 
Massachussetts Bay Charter 
were of greater importance? 
GUY EVANS 
London SE3 

Sir. You claim that the “Boston 
Massacre" of 1770 involved 
British colonial soldiers being 
“slaughtered by the Freach 
and their Indian allies" ( report, 
4 November). Any American 
schoolchild could tell you that 
the victims of t be Boston Mas- 
sacre were ordinary citizens of 


Boston, shot dead by British 
"Redcoats” - an outrage that 
helped to spark the American 
Revolution. 

WILSON McLEOD 
Edinburgh 

Sir The issue of the sinister and 
very disturbing trend in the US 
- and increasingly, in Britain - 
towards seeking someone to 
blame and sue when anything 
goes wrong or someone gets 
hurt should be on trial, in- 
stead of Louise Woodward. 
CGHXOTT 
Leicester 

Sir. How amazing to see that 
the American justice system has 
become "anachronistic” be- 
cause of Louise Woodward’s 
guilty verdict Maybe we should 
now abolish the Of- instituted tri- 
al by jury and install instead of 
it a system of “fair” trial by the 
general public plus the media? 
JOSHUA HONG 
Wuppenat GtV7TW7rv 


Business and EMU 

Sir It would seem that business 
enthusiasm for a single curren- 
cy is proportional to the size of 
business - the larger the com- 
pany the more pro-euro and vice 
versa (Letters. 3 November). 

If a pile of sand 1 56ft high 
and a mile across the base (no 
metric nonsense here) repre- 
sents UK business, then only 
the top six feet are firms with 
more than 20 employees. 

Irrespective of the consti- 
tutional issues involved there 
are huge numbers of small and 
micro-businesses for whom a 
single currency represents a 
disproportionate and mam- 
moth problem in terms of costs 
of compliance. The vast bulk of 
UK businesses (in keeping with 
the customers that they supply) 
are far from enthusiastic as far 
as the euro is concerned. 

Dr BERNARD JUBY 
Federation of Small Businesses 
London SW1 


Hidden e-mail costs I* 

Sin Stephen Jones’s call cost in 
transferring his e-mail (Letters, 

3 November) is cheap at lp. 

However, this does not in- 
clude the monthly subscrip- 
tion to a service prorider. There 
is also the cost of the comput- 
er required to compose the e- 
mail and the cost of the modem 
required to transmit the e-mail 
down the telephone line. 

In order for Mr Jones to get 
value for money he will need to 
send between 27 and 73 letters 
a month to other EU countries. 
He must be quite some letter 
writer, or a small business. 
E-mail is certainly convenient 
though not cost effective forth?' 
occasional user. 

JOSEPH WILKINSON 
Whitehaven. Cumbria 

Cannabis law is an ass 

Sir In asking, “How do you ex- 
plain to your children that it is 
okay to pick and choose those 
laws that you obey.aud those you 
don't?” Graham Evans (Let- 
ters, 30 October) confuses legal 
imperatives with moral ones. 

History is littered with un- 
just or misconceived laws. It is 
not just okay to distinguish be- 
tween those laws which are right 
and those which are wrong, it 
is our responsibility. When -as 
in the case of cannabis prohi- 
bition - the law is merely an ass. 
it should be treated as such. 
GILES BURGESS 
Redmond, Washington 

Curbing the car 

Sir Norman T Shepherd (Let- 
ters, 28 October) suggests ban- 
ning parking at all publicly 
owned buildings. Why slop 
there? Banning all non- 
residential parking,, both on 
and off-street, in our .city cen- 
tres, would be the simplest and 
most effective means of ridding 
them of traffic. 

ROGER HOUGHTON 
Bath 

Remembrance Day 

Sir Remembrance Sunday ex- 
ists to remember and honour 
everyone that gave their lives in 
the world wars. Why is it that 
Peter latched and Co (report, 

3 November) feel the need to 
have a special ceremony to re- 
member homosexuals? 

A PLATER 
Leeds 


Bad news for pedestrians, maybe, but great news for pedants 



MILES 

KINGTON 


The other day I was listening to 
the fading moments of the 
Radio 4 programme called You 
and 1 burs, which contained a 
fascinating item on cross- 
channel ferry traffic. What was 
fascinating about it was that, 
according to the woman re- 
porter, it is more expensive on 
some car ferries to cross with- 
out a car than with. The par- 
ticular ferry she was talking 
about charged something like 
£100 for a car with driver and 
all the passengers, but a foot 
passenger with a bike or just a 
walking stick would have to pay 
nearly £200. One man had 

tried to pay f 100 for himself and 
a Dinky car, but the firm said 
that a Dinky did not qualify as 
a car. 

“This is bad news for 


pedants.” concluded the 
woman gloomily. 

This remark stopped me in 
my tracks. Why was it bad 
news for pedants? Was it bad 
news for mathematical sticklers 
whose statistical sense of money 
would be outraged? Was it bad 
news for pedants who insisted 
that a Dinky car was a car was 
a car ...? 

Then the light dawned. By 
pedant she meant “foot pas- 
senger". She had got muddled 
up between “pedant" and 
“pedestrian". Like someone 
finishing a difficult crossword 
clue, I glowed with pride and 
pleasure at her mistake, and my 
solution of it ... 

.And since then I have been 
mulling over that pleasure and 
that snug glow, and have come 


to the sad conclusion that, like 
all pedants, I derive an im- 
mensely selfish pleasure from 
spotting the mistakes of others. 
People sometimes write to me 
to point out my trivial mistakes, 
sometimes of grammar, some- 
times of fact and they almost 
always express an emotion 
somewhere along the road be- 
tween mild disappointment and 
horror. “I was somewhat upset 
to read that you thought Joyce 
Kilmer was a female poet. He 
was in foci an American sol- 
dier ...” “I am sony to sec you 
too splitting an infinitive ..." 
But although they say they are 
sony or disappointed or upset 
or even horrified, they do not 
mean it. Fhr from being cha- 
grined, they arc delighted that 
they have a chance to correct 


me. It has given them a great 
deal of pleasure to write in. And 
why not? It’s a simple game, 
and everyone enjoys it. even the 
victim, and we would not enjoy 
playing it half so much if we 
owned up to our enjoyment 
1 mean, if I wrote to You and 
Yours about their woman re- 
porter’s little slip, 1 might say, 
“Dear You (and Yours), I was 
perturbed to hear you use the 
word ‘pedant’ the other day as 
if it meant ‘foot passenger'. 
How can we maintain correct 
standards in English if even the 
BBC fails to” etc etc etc. But 
what I really mean is. “Dear 
You (and Yours), I was de- 
lighted to hear your reporter 
commit a howler the other day 
and it gives me great pleasure 
to write in and correct her. 


Please excuse my pedantic fer- 
vour, but ..." 

I nearly wrote to the Radio 
Times the other day on a sim- 
ilar mission. They had a listing 
for the edition of Radio 4's 
Loose Ends which marked the 
75th anniversary of the Beeb, 
saying that the programme 
would be presented by “Ned 
Sberbert". Considering that 
the only person who ever pre- 
sents it is Ned Sherrin, I found 
this a little odd. Either he bad 
been replaced by a man with a 
very similar name, which was 
unlikely, or someone had made 
an innocent mistake, which 
was unlikely, or some sub- 
editor or printer had made a 
silly joke, which was more like- 
ly, but still not very likely, or ... 

Once you get to that link in 


the chain of reasoning it is time 
to shut up. Don’t give in to 
temptation. I was templed the 
other day to write to the news 
reporter on the BBC who was 
doing a piece on the opening of 
the Guggenheim gallery in 
Bilbao, and who said ... “Now 
this dower industrial town has 
gained a stunning new icon..." 
What I would have said was, 
“Dear BBC. I was horrified to 
hear the word ‘dour’ pro- 
nounced as ’dower’ the other 
day,” but some sixth sense 
made me look up ‘dour’ in the 
dictionary and apparently the 
Scottish pronunciation rhyming 
with “fewer" which I am used 
to is not universal, and it can 
also be pronounced “dour”. 
Mark you. I also wanted to 
protest against the massive 


r 



overuse of the word “icoo’ 
which can now be used tb re- 
fer to anything from a gooc 
footballer to, weft, a new an 
galleiy in Bilbao, and therefor* 
means very little at all, but ir 
the upshot I never wrote at aE 
and quite right too. 

Anyway, just to show lhai 
pedanuy is not entirely a wast- 
ed activity, there is one very 
clear lesson coming out of all 
this, and that Is that if ybii wanl 
to make money, all you have to 
do is open depots at seltxted 
channel ports selling wrecked 
cars for a few quid each to 
pedestrians embarking, on 
channel crossi ngs and thus en- 
able them to save a lot of mon- 
ey. Especially as they wiS have 
the pleasure nf leaving thecae 
on the boat at the other ««L : 
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Yes, the middle classes 
will have to be squeezed 



ANDREW 
MARR 
BRIDGING THE 
SOCIAL DIVIDE 


All around him, his enemies lie vanquished 
and scattered. To the right, the once mighty 
Toiy party has only its mutual loathing over 
Europe to hold it together. To the left there 
MPs are so silent and disri- 
phned that Parliament once a kettledrum 
of gosstp and argument, has become a silent 
political shell. His ministers are hard-work- 
ing, abstemious and loyal. Overseas, he is 
revered. At home, the unemployment 
queues are swollen by despairing satirists. 
Was ever a modem Prime Minister so 
favoured by fortune? 

Yet this one is nervous: and rightly. For 
the full force and sweep of ihe Blair pro- 
ject has yet to he understood by the country. 
Wien it is, there will be many who dislike 
it and politics as normal will slowly resur- 
face. The election was overwhelming. But 
the real battle has barely begun. 

What is the Blair project? It is in con- 
ception very simple, though rarely ex- 
pressed simply, it is to persuade the 
middle-class majority to pay more for our 
services - whether in education, employment 
insurance, health, water or social services 
- without paying less taxation in total. The 
surplus is spent reclaiming the poor and job- 
less, mainly through education, and so 
closing the modem IWo Nations divide. 

This puts the Thatcher Revolution at the 
service of social democratic morality. She 
believed in making people more indepen- 
dent of the state, in encouraging private pro- 
vision for health, pensions and education. 
So does Blair. But there is a difference. Her 
rhetoric suggested that this process would 
result in an ever-smaller state and lower tax- 
es: he suggests that its purpose is philan- 
thropic. The middle-class sacrifice is moral 

And many will resent it no less for that. 
Students, and people with children about to 
go to university or college, know what 
Blairism means at the sharp end. But it is 
only the beginning. The row over tuition fees 
will be followed by new and worse rows in 
the years to come, over hotel-style charges 
in hospitals; higher drugs bills for the bet- 
ter-off: water-metering; road-pricing: and 
perhaps expensive compulsory insurance. 

People who complained during the Wil- 
son, Callaghan, Thatcher and Major years 
about the tax cost of state sendees will find 
the experience of digging into their wallets 
for private provision at least as painful. In- 
stead of raising taxes directly, this govern- 
ment wilL in effect, privatise the extra impost 
Will the people buy it? 

That depends not on Blair’s political 
rhetoric, but on whether he and Gordon 
Brown spend wisely. These are philanthropic 
islands. Rsople give time and money to char- 
ity. But they want the money to be well used. 


The tax revolt happened not just because 
of the sheer level of taxes before Thatch- 
er, but also - more importantly - because 
she persuaded taxpayers that most of their 
sacrifice was wasted. 

So if the Blair project is lo work, then mil- 
lions of people will have to be convinced that 
it is efficient. Will, for example, people be 
well trained in useful skins which actually 
get them jobs? Will that then mean lower 
unemployment bills, less crime and greater 
social harmony? Keeping the middle class- 
es on side will also mean being tough with 
the recipients of state help, and the people 
who deliver it. Confrontations are almost 
inevitable. 

In tact, if you tot up all the people Blair 
win have to confront to some degree in order 
to create his fairer society, it’s a pretty im- 
pressive lisL There wil! be middle-class anger 
at “having to pay more for everything*'. Un- 
less the Conservative Party is terminally in- 
competent, it will ail be stoked up by the 
lories, and blamed on Blair’s “ideological 
Europhilia'’. Meanwhile, on the other side, 
there wifi producer and union anger at con- 
stant efficiency drives. 

I don’t mean to sound pessimistic. It will 
only mean ordinary politics has returned. 
Any democratic government which wishes 
to change the country, particularly in a way 
which benefits milli ons of exduded people, 
is bound to create enemies both to the left 
and the right IfBIair is to be a great leader, 
then these are necessary confrontations. The 
prize, too, is great a country freed of its large 
penumbra of under-employed and poor, yet 
without a huge national debt It is a vision 
worth the fight 

Nevertheless, that fight is likely to come 
at a time when the country is already feel- 
ing uneasy - when the familiar currency looks 
as if it is on the way out and when the Eng- 
lish are irritated by the puffy-chested Scot- 
tish Parliament and when the economic 
cycle is dipping rather than rising. New 
Labour's popularity tallowed up with almost 
magical speed; it could fall just as fast 

Ibis explains, 1 think, the interesting lack 
of cheesy self-congratulation in Downing 
Street and why Blair is continuing to try and 
expand his already huge circle of support 

If the Liberal Democrats, the pro-Euro- 
pean business leaders and even Tbry mod- 
erates are all in tacit alliance, then it will be 
easier to withstand the storm that will, even- 
tually, arrive. There is plenty of hypocrisy 
and sycophancy among the new converts to 
Blairism; but there is quite a lot of real en- 
thusiasm and idealism there too. 

This reformist alliance needs some brave 
decisions by others. The liberal Democrats, 
for instance, have an historic choice ahead 
of them. Should they form a libertarian or 
leftist opposition against Blair, or go further 
imo alliance with him? Both choices are dan- 
gerous. Returning to opposition would 
mean turning their back on most of what 
they believe in, for the benefit of being dis- 
tinctive, but marginal. (Not a great bargain, 
Pd have thought.) Going deeper in means 
taking the risk of being stifled to death in 
a cuddly. hairy-Blaizy hug, while hoping to 
push the Government further towards po- 
litical reform than it would otherwise go. 

Bui they, like the rest of us, will have to 
decide whether the Blair project is worth 
supporting all the way. It is easy to back it 
now, when be is still iDuminated by the glow 
of the election, and the enemies are scat- 
tered. But two predictions are safe. First, 
real politics wiD return. Second, the Prime 
Minister will find out who his real friends 
are only once it does. 



A 13-year-old protester in Louise Woodward’s home village of Elton 
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Another candle in the wind 



SUZANNE 
MOORE 
THE POLITICS 
OF EMOTION 


A child is lost and must be 
brought home safely. Other 
children as young as six are 
“ campaigning ” on her b ehalf, 
fi ghting cantfl cs, wearing yellow 
ribbons, hoping with all their 
little hearts that Louise can 
come home. “She’s the light of 
our life,” says The Sun , under- 
neath a picture of “anxious 
youngsters”. Much of the coun- 
hy appears to be involved in this 
gjant rescue fantasy. We can 
save Louise Woodward. We 
can rescue her from a life in a 
petrifying American prison. 
We can teach the Americans a 
thing or two about justice. 

The reality is that a child has 
been lost and can never be res- 
cued. Matty Eappen is dead and 
cannot be brought back to life 
byanyltind of public outcry. Yet 
dead babies, despite our sup- 
posed love of children, do not 
evoke that much public sym- 
pathy. They are not folly 
formed. They cannot speak up 
for themselves. They are at 
times intensely annoying and 
frustrating. The great unspoken 
truth, central to this whole 


sorry case, is that babies can in- 
voke absolute feelings of love 
and of hate, of joy and of rage. 
It is not so difficult to imagine 
shaking a baby, dropping a 
baity, being too rough with a 
baby whether you are its paid 
carer or its parent. Yet babies 
are completely innocent aren't 
they? They do not know what 
they are doing. They cannot 
help themselves. 

It seems to me that many of 
our complicated feelings about 
infan ts have been transferred 
on to Louise Woodward bereelf 
She has become entirely in- 
fanfilised through the media 
coverage of her trial. She may 
in fact be a rather sullen young 
woman but she is spoken of as 
a tittle girl lost. This is why she 
must be thought of by both sides 
as entirety innocent or entire- 
ty guilty. 

Like many others I feel that 
Woodward should not serve 15 
years in ah American prison be- 
cause she is not a danger to 
society. Yet I cannot believe that 
anyone involved in this case is 
completely innocent The point 
is that she does not have to be 
completely innocent in order 
for us to think that the murder 
verdict is wrong. 

Various suggestions have 
been made as to what would 
have got Louise off. She should 
have been prettier, blonder, 
more like a cheerleader, she 
should have been chattier, 
more tearful and shown more 
emotion. The howl of incom- 
prehension she gave when 
found guilty was sorely enough 
emotion for most Indeed the 
extraoidinaiy campaigns to 
have her released in this coun- 
try and now in America, with 
their candles, flowers and the 
creation of instant communities 
of feeling are part of the new 


“politics of emotion” that was 
both rubbished and celebrated 
at the time of Diana’s death. 

The intensity of the reaction 
to Diana's death has left a 
kind of vacuum. Despite their 
sadness, many people felt 
somehow more alive than they 
bad far some time, part of a col- 
lectivity that had for so long 
been denied. This was dis- 
missed as hysteria by those for 
whom any public display of 
emotion is essentially inau- 
thentic. I felt then and I still do 
that what was expressed was a 
genuine articulation of loss, 
that it was both sincere and sen- 
sational at the same time. 

The candlelit vigils to free 
Louise Woodward are in some 
way connected to this post- 
Diana mood. “The cult of inti- 
macy,” which Christopher 
Lasch wrote of in The Culture 
of Narcissism, is in full swing. 
We have been encouraged to 
feel intimate enough with 
Woodward to call her only 
Louise. Unlike the vigils for 
Diana, these vigils are intend- 
ed to m a k e something happen. 
This is emotional activism of a 
new kind. 

Just this morning another 
leaflet from Amnesty popped 
through my letterbox. It de- 
tailed yet again more stories of 
torture, of mutilation and cru- 
elty so horrible that I could 
hardly bear to read it Innocent 
people are imprisoned and 
maimed every day of the year 
and no one (foes much about it. 

Woodward’s case, however, 
brings together a number of 
concerns that obviously have 
bug: emotional resonance -the 
issue of childcare, of who is ac- 
tually responsible for children, 
the residual anti-Americanism 
of Britain, the TV drama of a 
real-life courtroom scenes, the 


Here are the tools. Now, how do we change society? 
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around the corner, or on trial 
now. For example, you can see 
how BT have managed to cram 
a TV signal down a telephone 

line, or how when you ring a caB 

centre (say, to book an airline 
flight) you can hookupyour PC 

and see the person you are talk- 
ing to on a screen. There are 
other ideas, such as the ability 
to make a computer model of 
your home, then buy curtains, 
carpets and furniture to fit 
But. of course, all new tech- 
nologies, particularly electronic 
ones, raise the question: what 
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to see a practical application. 
Traumalink enables an ambul- 
ance crew to send a high- 

quality picture of an accident to 

Ore hospital over a mobile 
phone, so doctors can jutfee 
how serious the injuries may be. 
Norwich and Norfolk Hospital 
r^Kthis now. BT also has 
a snazzy dealing desk which it 
hopesatyfefflS walad ?f’“ d 
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But in most cases it is hard- 
er to guess whether a rechnd- 

ogy will be a winner or, like the 
Sopbones of five years ago 

r«Jmereial flop. .You on do 
more or less anything you wish 
^technology; whether cus- 
tomeiswant it, orwhetheryou 
can do it at a commercial pnee, 
^uite another matter. 


That leads to the realty big 
question that these new tech- 
nologies pose. In what ways will 
changes in telecommunications 
and the related technologies 
lead to seismic social and econ- 
omic change over the next 
generation? 

I could see at least four really 
big changes that immensely 
capable and cheap telecoms 
might bring. 

One is a rebalancing of the 
relationship between small and 
large: between, for example 
small companies and large 
ones, individuals and employ- 
ers, small countries and large. 
For the last few centuries God 
has been on the side of the big 
battalions. But cheap, capable 
communications change this. 

For example, up to now ed- 
ucation has been top down, with 
knowledge passed from uni- 
versities to favoured students 
who physically attend die uni- 
versity, or with the knowledge 
accumulated in the research de- 
partments of large companies 
(including, I suppose, BT). 

Soon that need no longer be. 
BT was displaying “education 
on demand” services, to be 
delivered to people’s homes. 
The Internet enables anyone 
with a computer and modem to 
link into an almost unbelievable 
amount of information. At the 
moment the quality is mixed. 
But it will improve and, more 


important, search programs 
will improve, too, enabling 
people to distinguish the- gems 
from the dross. 

This is not just a new way of 
delivering information. It 
changes the balance of power 
between centres of information 
and users, in the same way as 
the invention of the printed 
book. Until Gutenberg’s in- 
vention there were so few 
books, Lhat few people needed 
to read. Soon, finding know- 
ledge on screen will be an ord- 
inary, commonplace activity in 
the same way as reading is now. 
But with books there are still 
barriers to entry: you have to get 
it published and distributed. 
There are no such barriers for 
information on the Internet 

The second seismic change 
is in the ability of society - if it 
wants to - to promote order. At 
Martlesham BT was showing 
iris recognition. You look into 
a camera that scans your eye. 
The iris has 250 characteristics 
unique to each person, 10 times 
mare than on a finger-print 
You could use that “print" of 
the iris to allow entry into se- 
cure areas, get money from a 
cash dispenser, travel around 
the world without a passport It 
has enormous implications for 
government - for it becomes 
possible to track anyone -and, 
of course, also for civil liberty. 
Britain could screen travellers 


at a foreign airport as they 
boarded the plane, rather than 
having them pass through im- 
migration at Heathrow. We 
may not want to pay the price 
for a more ordered society, but 
if we do, the fools are becom- 
ing available. 

The third, thing that is en- 
tirely new is a change in the har- 
rieis in society. Up to now 
they have tended to be physical 
- people in one country not be- 
ing able to get jobs in another, 
or jobs going to core, regions 
within a country, at the expense 
of the fringe. In future barriers 
will be cultural and intellectual: 
between people who can cope 
with the new technologies, and 
people who have cultures at- 
tractive to would-be buyers. 

Fbr example, we still think of 
countries as being developed or 
less-developed, though that 
distinction is already becoming 
pretty meaningless . It will have 
even less meaning Mien you do 
not need to know where the 
person to whom you are talk- 
ing or from whom you are buy- 
ing a service is physically 
located. Book a flight on British 
Airways in the evening, and you 
will be talking to someone in 
America. People who work on 
screen will not even need to live 
in the same country in which 
they work. But what they will 
need are the education and lan- 
guages to cany out the service. 


Finally, I think (and hope) 
that these new technologies 
will bring to service industries 
the same sort of productivity in- 
creases that economies of scale 
in feet ories have brought to 
manufacturing. The great rise 
in our standard of living over 
the last two centuries has been 
driven by increased productiv- 
ity in agriculture and manu- 
facturing. ’typically, manufact- 
uring productivity has risen by 
3 per cent a year. But manu- 
facturing (and to even a greater 
extent agriculture) is too small 
to have much effect on living 
standards. If we realty want to 
improve those, we must achieve 
similar advances in the 80 per 
cent that is not manufacturing. 

The real driver in increasing 
productivity here has to be 
these new technologies - we 
have to find ways of using 
skilled people more efficiently, 
and using less skilled people to 
deliver high-quality services, 
too. This is not gee-whizz stuff; 
it is the slow slog of applying 
best technology to produce 
better services more cheaply. 

That is maybe the most im- 
portant message of Martle- 
sham - not the futuristic kit, but 

rather the hope that new tech- 
nologies will do for services 
what past ones have done for 
manufacturing: to enable com- 
panies to make services better 
and cheaper. 


rlamharing f or victim status, the 
fate of the working woman, the 
Oprah-fication of all culture. 
Certainty the scenes in Elton, 
Woodward’s village, of people 
crying and shouting and hug- 
ging each other reminds us 
that the image of the British as 
a cold and unemotional people 
has finally been laid to rest. 

These people with their vis- 
ible outrage understand that the 
visibility of emotions is a cru- 
cial aspect of this case. The new 
“politics of emotion”, which 
Tbny Blair surfs so expertly, 
means that emotion has to be 
seen to be shown rather than 
merely felt. There were a num- 
ber of points in this case, in 
which this view was expressed. 
Deborah Eappen told us that 
Louise Woodward didn't look 
like a child abuser. Well, what 
do child abusers look like? 
The Eappens themselves, with 
their glazed American senti- 
ments, were also said not to 
have shown enough grief. What 
does enough grief look like? 

It is no coincidence that 
such strong feeling should sur- 
round this young British 
woman abroad and that it 
should involve children. The 
mood of the country, post- 
Diana, has been described as 
“feminised”, in that we are all 
much more in touch with our 
emotions than before. Ex- 
pressing one’s feelings has be- 
come an end in itself. Yet 
expressing one’s feelings is not 


the same as understanding 
them, as being emotionally lit- 
erate to use the psychopolitical 
jargon. We have some way to 
go in this direction. 

Our reaction to the Wood- 
ward case means that a huge 
amount of feeling is being ex- 
pressed about an injustice that 
has been seen to be done. Un- 
fortunately, though, the com- 
plicated feelings that this case 
forces to the surface have been 
pushed down in the over- 
whelmingly simplistic demand 
for Louise to be found “inno- 
cent”. It is as if the ugly details 
of this case can all be tied up 
with a giant yellow ribbon, that 
come “judgment day”, mercy 
will be shown, that a missing 
child will be returned safe and 
sound into the arms of loving 
parents- But it is already too late 
for that. A child has gone. 
Louise Woodward is not that 
child, however much we try and 
make her into iL 

This case is full of “reason- 
able doubt". To replace it with 
passionate certainty is another 
kind of denial. In this new age 
of emotional openness, admit- 
ting that the lines between in- 
nocence and guilt are not 
always as dear as we want 
them to be is still difficult. So, 
too, is acknowledging that feel- 
ing is not the same as knowing 
and that there are times when, 
however much we might feel we 
know, the truth is that we ac- 
tually don’t. 


Bui garia in Crisis 

liliC launches Appeal 


LEFT TO FREEZE 

Yordtm, I'A. already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches han now. With 
trmparatutes 
plummeting to -/5®C 
Ybrdan’s scant clothing 
and no shoes offer him 
little protection from the 
bitter cold and there is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage. There are 
37,000 places in 
Bulgaria i orphanages. 
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No Money To Feed The Children 
No Money lb Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country is the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. 

There is little money to heat the orphanages. 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
riflages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 
from. In scene axeas children, like Yordan, are going h ungr y 
and -the cold could prove fatal for many children this winter. 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria’s 
orphanage children. 

The European Children’s Trust, sister charity of The 
Romanian Orphanage Ihist, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and fael to the orphanages in most n eed _ 

Your g|ft today wiD save lives and bring hope. 



— - -o r xri children. Cheque to 

The European Children’s Trust. Or debit my Access/Visa/CAF card 
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Please act NOW - winter is comin<> 
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Marks & Spencer 
to spend £2. 1 bn on 
global expansion 


Marks & Spencer unveiled the 
most aggressive expansion 
programme in its history 
yesterday with plans to invest 
£2Jbn over the next three years 
as it aims to build a global 
business. 

It will create 5,000 jobs in 
Britain this year in the process. 

Nigel Cope, City Correspondent, 
reports on a new mood at 
Britain’s most profitable retailer. 


The expansion wall see M&S increase its 
retail selling space by 30 per cent over the 
next three years. In the UK it will open 
ap to 20 more neighbourhood stores 
specialising in its food ranges to take the 
total to 35 outlets. 

As ir integrates the 19 stores bought 
from Uttlewoods for £1925m in the 
summer, M&S will reopen some as stand- 
alone menswear, ladieswear and home fur- 
nishings outlets though the precise 
locations have not been revealed. 

With additional branches opening 
across Europe, the Ear East and the Mid- 
dle East, Sir Richard Greenbury, the M&S 
chairman, said the company* was entering 
a new phase. 

“We are entering a period of acceler- 
ated footage and product expansion in the 
UK and overseas, so by the year 2000 we 
will be well on our way to establishing a 
global business,” he said. 

The proportion of sales M&S derives 
from overseas is expected to increase from 
the cunent 17 per cent to more than 25 
per cent by the end of the decade. 

In the City, analysts welcomed the 
move though they added a note of cau- 
tion. John Richards, al NatWest Securi- 
ties, said: “It is a step up in the underlying 
rate of physical growth but people 
shouldn’t get too carried away. This kind 
of overseas expansion carries with it 
higher risk." M&S shares fell lOp to 600p 
on the news. 

In the UK, where M&S has 286 stores, 
the company will open its largest branch 


in the world in Manchester in the next two 
years along with branches at Cribbs 
Causeway, Bristol and Bluewater Park in 
Kent 

A new branch in the City of London 
is planned for the comer of Gracechurch 
Street and Fenchurch Street 

A big development of its food opera- 
tions s also planned. This will see the num- 
ber of in-store butchers, rise from 40 to 
100, the number of bakeries increase from 
three to 50 and the opening its first six hill- 
service delicatessen counters next April. 

However, Sir Richard dismissed spec- 
ulation that M&S was planning a head- 
to-head challenge to the major 
supermarkets: “The best thing I can say 
about that is that it is absolute nonsense. 
We would want our head examined.” 

He said a typical M&S food hail car- 
ried 2,000 to 2500 lines compared with 
more than 20,000 in a branch of Tfesco or 
Sainsbuiy’s. 

M&S will continue to concentrate on 
its added-valoe speciality foods, such as 
ready-made meals, where its market 
share is more than 50 per cent, and hot 
pies, where it has more than 30 per cent 
of the market. 

In Europe, M&S has opened its first 
store in Germany in Cologne and has since 
acquired a further four sites. 

This* together with planned expansion 
mainly in France and Spain, will increase 
the retail space in Europe by more than 
1 million square feet. 

Sir Richard said there were 20 to 25 
sites in Germany that the company would 
like to open now if suitable locations could 
be found and planning permission won. 

In the Far East, the company has 
opened its 10th store in Hong Kong 
though this market has been affected by 
the volatility of the financial markets and 
the handover. 

Tourism was down by one-third. Sir 
Richard said, with hotel occupancy run- 
ning at only 60 per cent 

M&S is looking at mainland China, 
where it is co ntinuing negotiations on stare 
openings with the Chinese authorities. It 
is also looking at Thailand, Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 



Strong sales of footwear helped boost Maries & Spencer's UK profits by 6 per cent 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 


M&S is looking again at the entering 
the Japanese market, which is the second- 
largest clothing market in the world. 
Property prices have tumbled since M&S 
derided against opening stores in Japan 
two years ago. 

Brooks Brothers, the US clothing 
group acquired by M&S in the 1980s, is 
being taken into the Far East with a joint 
venture partner. Sir Richard said he 
would Like to bring the stores to the UK. 
particularly London, though there were 
so current plans. 

The £2.1bn of investment will include 
a major information technology pro- 
gramme. This win see a new dll system 
rolled out across the entire chain. The new 


tills can accept a range of currencies, in- 
cluding the euro. 

Sir Richard was speaking as M&$ re- 
ported a 5.2 per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £4523m in the six months to 
September.. 

The profits were affected by a £l0m 
cost caused by the Budget’s changes to 
pension scheme funding. The half-day clo- 
sure for the funeral of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, knocked £20m off sales. 

UK profits rose by 6 per cent to 
£?96.7m, helped by strong sales of cloth- 
ing, footwear and gifts and an 1 1 percent 
rise in home fur nishing s sales. 

Food sales increased by just 23 per 
cent. In America, Brooks Brothers record- 


ed a profit of £23m on sales of £14S.9m. 
The financial sendees operation increased 
profits from £33.2m to £37 3m in the pe- 
riod. 

Group sales were 6 per cent ahead at 
£3.7bn. The interim dividend was in- 
creased by 9.1 per cent to 3.6p per share. 

In Europe, profits fell from £1 1 Jm to 
£9. 4m. The company said it expected the 
French lorry drivers dispute to cause fur- 
ther disruption. M&S is now the largest 
commercial user of the Channel Tunnel. 

In the Far East, profits fell from 
£13.4m to £10.8m. The company said it 
had been affected by the turmoil in the 
currency markets. 

Outlook, page 23 


independent* 
coverage of 
personal 
finance wirtis 
double award 


This year’s Bradford & Bingley per-; 
sonal finance media awards have- 
brought a double success for The In-. 
dep endent , which was chosen as Per- 
sonal Finance Newspaper oftbeYear. 

At the same time, our personal 
finance editor, Nic CfoUti, was mined 

Personal Froaoce Journalist erf the Year. 

The awards top a growing fist of 
accolades for The Independent's busi- 
ness and personal finance coverage-in 
April we were named Financial Joar- 
aai of the Year in the Wincott awards, 
for business and financial journalism. 

Derek Pain, our stock market re- s ; 
porter, was Stock Market Reporter of 
the Year for the second year in. suc- 
cession. while Mr Cicutti was re- 
cently also named Life and Pensions 
Journalist of the Year, by the Asso- 
ciation of British Insurers. 

In making The Independent Per- 
sonal Finance Journal of the year, the 
judges cited **a mix of thought-pro- 
voking, authoritive articles, intelli- 
gent economic commentary, a regular 
ffnanrial money make over case study, 
■snippets about new product develop- 
ments and lighter features such as col- 
lecting for investment.'’ 

The judges highlighted our. 
pioneering work cm the upfront and 
encashment costs of pension and life . 
assurance policies as well as numerous 
scoops on file pensions mis-selling 
qrandal. The judges said: “The Inde- 
pendent's money writers get to the heart 
of important issues and are given the 
space to pursue their topics - which 
serves the reader welL’ 

Completing the double, Mr Gcutti 
was named Personal Finance Journal- 
ist of the Year for “his consistently ma- 
ture standards of anafysis and connnent 
across a wide range of issues affecting 
both the financial services industry and 
consumers”. The awards woe present- 
ed in London last Monday by Helen Lid- 
dell, Economic Secretary to the Heasuzy. 
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Botnar to return as warrants lifted 
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INTEREST RATES 



Occav Botnar, the 
founder of Nissan UK, 
is to return to Britain 
following the Inland 
Revenue^ decision 
yesterday to withdraw 
two arrest warrants 
issued on charges of 
cheating the authorities 
out of £300m in tax 
revenues. Michael Harmon 
reports on the latest . 
twist in an extraordinary 
six-year legal wrangle. 
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Associates of Mr Botnar said 
yesterday that it was the in- 
tention of the 84-year-old mil- 
lionaire to return to Britain to 
visit the grave of his daughter 
Camelia, eVen though his 
health & now said to be in a 
“perilous state”. 

This emerged as Mr Botnar, 
who has been forced to live as 
a "fugitive from justice'’ is 
Switzerland since 1992, hit out 
in a blistering attack on the 
Revenue’s long and dogged 
pursuit of him. 

One adviser said: “He has 
still got the brains and the en- 
ergy even though his body may 
be feDing apart He bas not seen 
his daughter’s grave in five 
years and quite apart from 


that there are a lot of people 
who would like to see him 
back. 1 don’t think he wQ be 
short of invitations to return.” 

In an application yesterday 
to magistrates in Worthing, 
the former home of Nissan 
UK’s headquarters, the Rev- 
enue said it was withdrawing 
the arrest warrants on medical 
advice after studying a doctor’s 
report Counsel for the Rev- 
enue said: Tt is dear from these 
reports that Mr Botnar would 
be unlikely to survive a long 
c riminal hearing.' 1 

The development brings to 
an end the six-year battle be- 
tween Mr Botnar and the tax- 
men that began in June, 1991 
when 135 Inland Revenue of- 
fices launched an unprece- 
dented raid on the home and 
offices of Mr Botnar, Nissan 
UK, and its auditors and tax ad- 
visers accompanied by televi- 
sion cameras. 

The raid led to charges thaL 
several Nissan UK executives, 
inrhirfag Mr Botnar, bad cheat- 
ed the Revenue out of millions 

of pounds by falsely inflating the 

prices they were paying to im- 
port Nissan cars from Japan, de- 
claring lower profits and 
evading corporation tax. Two 
. arrest warrants were issued in 
1992 and 1995 and two other 
Nissan executives were subse- 
quently tried and imprisoned. 



BP set to account 
in the euro after 
EMU starts in 1999 


British Petroleum is 
considering drawing up 
its accounts in euros 
after the single currency 
goes live in 1999. 

Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, assesses 
how businesses are 
switching to the single 
currency. 


Octav Botnar: Given go-ahead to make trip to UK 


Mr Botnar, who has always 
denied the charges, agreed to 
pay the Revenue £59m last 
year to settle its corporation tax 
claim against the company. 

Mr Botnar dismissed the 
Revenue's explanation for 
withdrawing the arrest war- 
rants and claimed the real rea- 
son for its action was to avoid 
appearing in court for a two day 
hearing scheduled to begin on 
19 November. 

“These excuses do not bear 


examination. The Revenue has 
known for four and a half 
years of the perilous state of my 
health, following surgery for the 
removal of my entire stomach 
in 1993.” 

Mr Botnar, who has lived 
since 1992 in VUIars, in the 
Swiss Alps, said the Revenue 
knew it never had any chance 
of prosecuting him but had 
maintained the warrants to pm 
pressure on him to agree to a 
further financial settlement. 


CURRENCIES 


DMG Radio’s sale of stake in GWR could spark bidding war 
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DMG Radio is considering 
selling its stake in GWR Group, 
owner of Classic FM_ City an- 
alysts said yesterday a sale by 
DMG would spark a bidding 
war for GWR, one of the 
biggest commercial radio play- 
ers in the UK. 

DMG, which is owned by 
Daily Mail and General Thist, 
Is GWR’s biggest shareholder, 
with a 19 per cent stake worth 
£3?tn. Other broa d caste r s could 
be interested in buying GWR, 
although many -would have 
monopoly problems. GWR 
would also attract interest from 
regional press publishers. The 
radio group, which last night 


had a market value of £194m, 
could be worth around £250m. 

GWR would probably be 
broken up aftera sale. Some of 
the stations broadcasting on 
AM could be sold separately. 

DMG would not comment 
yesterday but market sources 
confirmed a sale of the GWR 
stake was being considered. 

The news comes almost ex- 
actly a month after EMI, the 
music group, bought 4 million 
GWR shares, taking its stake in 

the company to 13.58 per cent. 
Industry observers said yester- 
day that EMI had increased its 
shareholding after market ru- 
mours that DMG was to sell 


out. EMI is highly unlikely to 
launch a bid for GWR. 

EMI bought the shares af- 
ter Capital Radio sold its 13 per 
cent holding in GWR, raising 
£28m. Capital said it wanted to 
focus on wholly owned radio 
stations. EMI is now GWR’s 
second-largest shareholder. 

GWR has underperformed 
the market by nearly 30 per cent 
in the past year. The shares 
were unchanged last night at 
1785p. 

Rumours have circulated 
in the City for some weeks that 
DMG’s parent, which also 

owns the Daily Mail newspaper, 

was gearing up for a big ac- 


quisition. A sale of the GWR 
stake adds credence to that the- 
ory. 

DMG’s attempts to become 
a significant commercial radio 
player in the UK have so far 
been thwarted. At the begin- 
ning of the year, the company 
failed in its bid to buy 80 per 
cent of Leicester Sound be- 
cause of competition concerns. 
DMG has instead focused on 
other countries where regula ■ 
tory problems do not arise. 

Last month, the company 
spent AS88m (£40m ) acquiring 
25 AM and FM stations in Aus- 
tralia. 

- Cathy Newman 


The review of accounting pol- 
icy by BP is the clearest Indi- 
cation yet of the way British 
businesses are moving towards 
the single currency regardless 
of the Governments policy. 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, last week 
pledged that Britain would 
probably sign up to the euro, 
but not until early in the next 
Parliament. 

BP, the UK’s largest com- 
pany by its market value of 
£51bn, uses the dollar as its 
main group-wide currency but 
restates its financial results in 
pounds evety quarter. John 
Browne, chief executive, said 
yesterday the company was 
considering adopting the euro 
in place of the pound before the 
UK joins. 

Under the transition plans, 
the euro will become legal ten- 
der alongside existing curren- 
cies from 1999 to 2002, when 
the new currency takes over. 

BP is one of the first large 
British-based multinationals to 
suggest it could ditch the pound 
before the millennium. Marks & 
Spencer has said its British rills 
will probably accept euros as well 
as pounds from 1999. while 
suppliers and customers of the 
UK operations of Siemens, the 
"ennan electrical engineering 
t, — nt, are being asked to use the 
single currency. 

Mr Browne revealed that 
BV »\ as already spending SlOOm 
f£6.\a) on new computer sys- 
:-•» -o prepare for the Single 

” y and was investing the 


same amount on top to cope 
with the millennium computer 
bug. BP said its policy would de- 
pend on the demands of in- 
vestors, customers and suppliers. 
Though only 3 per cent of its 
shares were held by continental 
institutions, the figure was ris- 
ing fast and some big London- 
based investors could also prefer 
to deal in euros. 

John Buchanan, BFs chief 
financial officer, said: “If the big 
continental companies report in 
euros then we would have to 
look at that. Some of our cus- 
tomers will want to pay us in eu- 
ros and if that’s what customers 
want then well do it-” 

Under Lord Simon of High- 
bury, its former, chairman, BP 
had been one of the most pro- 
European of UK companies. 
The approach has continued 
under Peter Sutherland, its 
new chairman, who was a for- 
mer European Commissioner 
and one of the best-known 
campaigners for the euro. 

Mr Buchanan said BP would 
prefer the UK to join the single 
currency in the first wave in 1999. 
“We’d be happy going intro 
monetary union atafaster paalf 
It has an inevitability about it, 
so why don't we get on with it?” 

BP yesterday revealed an- 
other record set of profits, with 
replacement cost earnings be- 
fore exceptional items rising by 
1 1 per cent between July and 
September to £691m. Mr 
Browne said the group had al- 
ready achieved cost ssongS of . 
$450m so far this yearjJO per . 
cent more than the $30Gm tar- 
get for the whole of 1997 r 

A $2-a-barreI dropKin- oil 
prices hit third-quarterprofits 1 
from ofl exploration and pro- 
duction businesses, which fell by 
£87 m to S674m. BP said delays 
to its deepwater Fbmasern field 

to the west of Shetland had cost 

the company up.to S3^h-' 

Mr Browne said no demons 
would be taken on Turthei'| 
share buybacks unfil tbe Gov- 
ernment finalised its policy o° 
dividend tax credits: 
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Bold Greenbury deserves some applause 


OUTLOOK 

ON MARKS & 
SPENCER’S 

expansion plans. 

BP’S MOVE TO EUROS 
AND THE LATEST 
PENSIONS PROBLEM 


Maybe it was because his beloved Man- 
chester United has been knocking in gnats 
by the hatful in recent games. Or perhaps 
it realty was the ambitious expansion plans 
he has just announced, hut the normally 
cantankerous Marks & Spencer chairman. 
Sir Richard Greenbury, was looking par- 
ticularly cheerful yesterday. Sir Richard's 
usual habit is to swat away questions about 
M&S like an angry rhino swishing his taD 
at bothersome flies. Yesterday he seemed 
only too happy to field as much as the press 
and City analysts wanted to throw at him 
about M&S’s new “dash for growth'’. 

The sheer scale of what ibis already 
large company is trying to do bears some 
repeating: £2. 1 bn of investment over three 
years. 5,000 jobs and a 30 per cent increase 
in its selling space. It is the most ambitious 
expansion plan in the company's history, 
the aim being to transform trusty old M&S 
into a global brand and business. 

But though M&S was making an un- 
characteristic splash of its plans yesterday, 
none of this has happened overnight. In 
truth, M&S has been gradually pressing 
down on the accelerator for some while 
now. When it agreed to pay £192m for 19 
branches of Litdcwoods, this was its first 
major deal since Brooks Brothers in the 
1980s. This year it has also announced 
plans to enter the mail-order market for 
the first time. 

Bit by bit it has been dribbled out an- 
nouncements about new stores, in Ger- 
many, Poland and Dubai, It already has 
research teams in South America and Aus- 
tralia. There are 10 branches of M&S in 


Hong Kong and the group has been 
looking at China for some lime. Now it 
is looking at Japan and further expansion 
in Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia. Is 
the demand for affordably priced under- 
pants and salmon en cruule really so great? 

All this global ambition is not without 
risk. M&S's tuning in the Fir East, for 
instance, could hardly have been worse. But 
for the time being Sir Richard is only to be 
applauded for the boldness of his approach. 
Moreover, given that half his new expan- 
sion programme will take place in reliable 
old Britain, rivals must be worried sick. 

Can firms foist the 
euro on the UK? 

As the Conservative Parly continues to tear 
itself apart over Europe, and with Labour 
all in a pickle over its position on EMU, 
Britain's leading companies are pro- 
ceeding as if none of this were happen- 
ing, confident in the assumption that come 
what may, Britain will be a pari of the sin- 
gle currency sooner rather than later. 

The latest example of this phenomenon 
is BP, which yesterday let it be known that 
it will probably start accounting for the pur- 
poses of records and payments to suppliers 
in euros from the official start date of 1999. 
Marks & Spencer has already said it will 
be making its tills euro-compatible, while 
many large companies are preparing to 
contract their suppliers in euros by the turn 
of the century. 


Tins raises the intriguing possibility that 
there will be a de facia introduction of the 

single currency into Britain by our larger 
companies regardless of what the politi- 
cians and the electorate wants. So is the 
decision being made for us by big business? 
The answer seems to be that it all depends 
on quite bow far these companies go. 

Kale Barker, chief economist at the 
Confederation of British Industry, points 
out that there is an important distinction 
to be made between the currency a com- 
pany chooses to denominate its business 
in and the currency which determines its 
cost base and supplies. The fact lhai a large 
number of companies chose to account in 
euros may not, in the end, have an ap- 
preciable economic effect. It is already not 
uncommon for big European companies 
to conduct their business in German 
marks, regardless of the country they are 
operating in. The purpose of doing it this 
way is not that of foisting the Bundesbank 
on the rest of Europe, but to pass off ex- 
change rate risk on to someone else. 

It seems likely that with the introduc- 
tion of the euro, man y more wiU latch on 
to this way of making others pay for ex- 
change rate fluctuations. 

The extent to which this process will in 
itself lead to the British economy falling 
within the ambit of a European-detomined 
monetary policy depends on bow deep it 
goes. So long as it is confined to inier-com- 
pany and banking payment systems, the ef- 
fect would probably be superficial. In the 
event of a sterling devaluation against the 
euro, for instance, it is impossible to imag- 


ine that the likes of BP would stick to the 
same euro prices with itsUK suppliers. 

tuafly what it would do is beat down the 
supplier to a lower price. In other words, 
the economic consequence of pricing m eu- 
ros in this instance would be zero. 

However, if companies were to go nir- 
ther, and start paying their employees in 

euros, so that the UK cost base became 

euro-denomlnated too, then we realty 
would start to come under the sway of the 
European Central Bankand whatever in- 
terest rate it decides to set. No British com- 
pany has yet said it intends to do this but 
it may be only a matter of time. 

The persistent 
pension scandal 

In April this year, we published an exclu- 
sive analysis of charges levied by Britain s 
insurance companies oo the pensions they 
sell. We showed that up 10 a third of peo- 
ple who take out a personal pension end 
up with less than they paid into it. Yester- 
day, the Rational Investment Authority, that 
shambolic organisation that has tried un- 
successfully to pass itself off as a financial 
regulator, showed that, if anything, we were 
far too conservative in our estimates. 

The P1A has published its annual “per- 
sistency” tables, figures which show the 
number of people who allow tbeir policies 
to lapse one, two and three years after tak- 
ing them out The tables show that with- 
in three years of being sold a personal 


pension by a company salesman, one third 
of people stop paying into them. In many 
cases, persistency is even worse. Barclays 
Life has a lapse rate of 59.6 per cent after 
three yeats, BlacfHorse Life, part of Lloyds 
Bank, achieves a paltry 62.8 per cent. 
Guardian, owned by GRE, the composite 
insurer, scores a miserable 55 per cent. 

On the available evidence, it now 
seems fair to say that within five years, less 
than half of all policies sold ore still kept 
going. 

Despite this, insurers continue to sell 
products with heavy up-front charges 
that eat up a large chunk of the contri- 
butions paid into them in those cariy years. 
Forget the pensions mis-selling scandal, 
which even the raosl obtuse insurance 
salesman now accepts involved poor, 
possibly illegal financial advice. The 
deeper and more pervasive scandal is that 
of a huge mass of people who were 
duped by the small print in their contracts 
to pay for something that will deliver few 
returns, if any. at retire men L This time it’s 
all perfectly legal. 

Last week, the Department of Suciai 
Security was inundated with submissions 
from insurance companies all keen to con- 
tribute to the Government’s review of the 
pensions system. In cveiy case, the sub- 
missions called for “low-cost, flexible" pen- 
sions. with no penalties for those stopping 
and starting them. From an industry 
which has so flagrantly misled and failed 
its customers, the hypocrisy is quite breath- 
taking. But at least even the industry now 
accepts that something must be done. 


Electricity and gas watchdogs to be 
merged in regulatory overhaul 
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The Government is to 
merge the gas and 
electricity regulators as 
part of a sweeping 
’V' overhaul of the 
regulatory regime 
designed to improve 
consumer protection 
and “de-personalise” the 
way the two industries 
are policed. 

The changes, as 
Michael Harrison reports , 
are likely to see the 
departures of Clare 
Spottiswoode from 
Ofgas and Professor 
Stephen Littlechild from 
Offer. 


P lans to revamp the system for 
regulating Britain’s privatised 
utilities will be set out in a 
Green Paper to be published in 
January. 

The document will back the 
idea of merging Offer and Of- 
gas into a single regulatory 
authority to coincide with the 
liberalisation of the domestic 
gas and electricity markets. 

Bur it is also likely to advo- 
cate far-reaching changes in the 
way the different regulatory 
bodies for the energy, telecoms, 
water and rail industries are 
staffed and run. 

The Government has come 
down in favour of de-peraon- 
alisinc the regime so that indi- 
vidual regulators are no longer 
pitted against particular com- 
panies. The present system has 
been criticised for vesting too 
much power in the hands of 
regulators and allowing per- 
sonality conflicts- to colour the 
way industries are regulated. 

One option is to replace the 



Stephen LJttlechild (left) and Clare Spottiswoode are not expected to stay on when 
the roles of Offer and Ofgas are combined 


individual regulators with reg- 
ulatory panels. Another is to 
supplement them with non- 
executive boards of advisers. 

There have even been sug- 
gestions in some quarters that 
this practice should be ex- 
tended to the Office of Fan- 
Trading, particularly given the 
extensive new powers that the 
Competition Bill will give John 
Bridgeman. the director- 
general of Fair Trading, to 
damp down on cartels. 

Ms Spottiswoode has al- 
ready hinted that she may not 

stay on at Olgas when her con- 
tract expires next October. 
Ministers do not expect Pro- 
fessor Littlechild to be a can- 
didate to take on the job of 


running a combined regulatory 
authority either, although his 
£109,000-a-year contract does 
not run out until August, 1999. 

He is the longest serving 
regulator, having been in the job 
since 1989. If both he and Ms 
Spottiswoode move on it would 
bring to four the number of reg- 
ulators that have resigned or an- 
nounced their intention to quit 
since Labour took office last 
May. Don Cruickshank is leav- 
ing Oftel to return to private in- 
dustry and Sir Graeme Odgers, 
chairman of the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission, is do- 
ing likewise. 

In his submission to the 
regulatory review Professor 
Littlechild backed the idea of 


merging Ofgas and Offer, al- 
though he said it would be an 
“onerous" job to run the com- 
bined regulator involving a 
heavy workload Ms Spottis- 
woode has also been in favour 
'of a merger for some time 
since it is now widely agreed 
that the regulation of the en- 
ergy industry needs to mirror 
the way it is now structured. 

A number of electricity com- 
panies have made inroads into 
the domestic gas market and last 
week Centrica, the trading arm 
of British Gas, announced plans 
to enter the domestic electricity 
market when it is thrown open 
to competition from next April. 
British Gas has promised to cut 
electricity bills by 15 per cent. 


Base rates expected to stay at 7% 


Subdued consumer 
^credit figures from the 

Bank of England 

yesterday took the 
pressure off the 
Monetary Policy 

Committee, which 

meets today to decide if 
interest rates need to 

• rise again. Tom Stevenson, 
Financial Editor, reports 
that base rates are 

expected to remain 
unchanged. 

The Bank of Engird is «- 
peaed to leave interest rates 
unchanged at 7 per cent*# 
week after consumer credit 
data for September emei^td 
„ subdued but heavily 

#faTtIie funeral of D« an ?; 
- Prints of Wales. Economy 

7 Stistics were skewed, anal)** 


said, by the widespread half-day 
closure implemented by many 
shops on the day of the funeral 
“Overall the data are a 
touch softer than expected, 
but the distortions in Septem- 
ber make the numbers next to 
meaningless. They certainly 
won’t have a major bearing on 
Thursday’s interest rate deci- 
sion/’ said Jonathan loynes, 
UK economist at hmju 

M TleBank’s MooetiiyPolky 
Committee meets today to 

Si* montblyt^day 
meeting at the end of which it 
“ nonces any 

imeresuates.Consntnj^t 

gjmes, showing a nse of j-TQm 

impaled with the £lbn m- 

®^mAngnst,areap«£d 

grenade the committee 

thafhiflationaiy 

tbe economy ** fceento 

He Bank has been ton to 

interest rates at a suffiaentiy 

level to comter the miia- 


tionaiy impact of the building 
sodety windfalls paid out in the 
summer. It had been feared 
tha t free share handouts worth 
more than £30bn would cause 
an unprecedented spending 
spree, but much of die windfalls 
appears to have been saved. 

UK retail sales, the main 
gauge of consumer spending, 
' fell 1.9 per cent in September, 
the largest fall since April 1991, 
but the Office for National 
Statistics said the September an- 
nual rise of3.7 per cent would 
have been around 5.5 per cent 
had it not been for special fac- 
tors, inducting the Diana effecL 

“Ecooomic activity in Sep- 
tember was, we think, under- 
mined by the mood of the 
nation, but this shouldn’t be 
taken as a weakness in the 
economy going forward," said 
Mark Miller, UK economist at 
Morgan Stanley. 

Mr Miller expects UK rates 
to stay unmoved this month but 


to go up to 7.25 per cent next 
Analysts said the strength of the 
credit card component of the 
September consumer credit 
data -an above-average £284m 

- was a cause of concern. 

“The data will keep some 
background concern over the 
possibility that there will be a 
farther increase in interest rates 

- perhaps as earty as this week," 
said Jeremy Hawkins, Bank- 
America economist, although 
he tbought .it more likely the 
Bank would hold off until 
financial markets had gfobiliserl 

The view that interest rates 
should remain unchanged was 
given support yesterday by a 
survey of consumer confidence 
by Business Strategies Bridget 
Rosewell, Business Strategies’ 
chair, said there was no sign of 
an “explosion” in the consumer 
economy and evidence the 
housing market was cooling. 
That, she said, meant interest 
rates should be left unchanged. 


NatWest Markets to close global debt arm in Hong Kong 


National Westminster Bank is 
to dose the Hong Kong global 
debt market operations of 
NafWfest Markets, its belea- 
guered investment banking 
arm. Some 55 of the 100-strong 
team stand to lose their jobs. 
The remainder will be inte- 
grated with NatWesfs existing 
global debt market teams in 
Singapore and Ibkyo. 

The move, announced yes- 
terday, is part of an ongoing re- 
view of NatWest's investment 
banking business by Chip Kru- 
ger, head of NatWest Markets. 

Mr Kruger is concentrating 
on “refocusing the investment 


banking business”, according to 
a spokesperson yesterday. “It 
is of benefit to both our clients 
and our management if we 
concentrate on markets where 
we have a competitive advan- 
tage," she added. 

NatWest stressed yesterday 
that the Hong Kong decision 
was unassodated with persistent 
market rumours that NatWest 
Markets, like Barclays' invest- 
ment banking arm BZW, was up 
for sale. “The decision is purely 
driven by internal priorities,” 
said a spokesperson. 

Speculation that NatWest 
was about to sell off parts of 


NatWest Markets reached 
fever pitch last week when it 
was revealed that, after en- 
gaging in two weeks of formal 
talks with Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell (DMG), NatWest had 
received an “unsolicited ap- 
proach" from DMG for its 
equities business. NatWest re- 
jected DMG’s bid, saying that 
it was not in the best interests 
of either “its employees or its 
shareholders". 

Despite its decision to close 
down its Hong Kong global 
debt market operations, Nai- 
Wfest still has a sizeable pres- 
ence in Hong Kong. Its 


interests include Coutts, 
NatWest’s up-market retail 
bank, as well foreign exchange 
and treasury activit ics. 

Confirmation of the immi- 
nent sale of BZW s equities and 
corporate finance arms re- 
mained elusive yesterday, how- 
ever, with its parent Barclays 
understood to he locked in 
final negotiations with the onl) 
remaining potential buyer. 
Credit Suisse First Boston. 

Shares in the bank easec 
back to cl use at l,50Qp a: 
traders worried the delay mighr 
be more than just a technicality 
-Lea Patersoi 
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The Interest Free Tone Machine la a high specification 
state of the art PC system with last 200+ processor, 
4.3Gb UltraATA hard drive, 32Mb EDO RAM, 24 speed 
CD, 3D W&VBtable sound, 4Mb SIS graphics and 56K 
voice Modem. 

It aiso indudes colour video camera interlace, 
Videophone receive software, IBM GOLD voice 
recognition, microphone, joystick and massive software 
bundle ail at a tndy incredible price of just £1099 +VAT. 

Top Spec 

0 200+ Processor 
0 32Mb Ram 
0 4.3Gb Hard drive 
0 06k modem 
0 24x CD-ROM 

0 4Mb SIS 
Graphics 

0 VideoPbone 
Receive 

0 Speech 
Recognition 

0 Massive 

Software Bundle 

0 FREE PRINTER 


2 Years 
Interest 
Free 
Credit 


SYtaiibterMfiieiCredtliaMteifeajbjBCHSteMUttinifctafcu 
Mhtfc on a* m job tan text Bn mart* pqpmt Mfen 

oriSHNtatnignWM. 

Additional software (utadomD 


W&h Interest Free Credit spread over 2 years with easy 
monthly payments of Just £28 per month (which works 
out to less than El per day!), you will not frid a better 
deaf anywhere. BuyttNowl 

Order eartytho week and receive a FREE Colour Inkjet 
Printer (Offer extended to a further 500 cxdeiB due to 
customer demand). 



Equivalent to under £1 a day 

C1XH7 [W%| deposit M 24 mxt*t papnms ol 

£W33 OR CB« IB *poM Jd 24 nw«V pa*nw«3 

i*EZB Tixdp<ccCmM .TOT » 

MS 70 » Ca* (W» APR DV 

• IBM 606 PR200+ Proressw fteste* than 
166M System baaed on Mel Pentium 
TGSMtB with MMX Technology) 

■ 32Mb EDO HAM 

• Seagate 43Gb Utoa AT A HanJDfc* 

• LGJM speed Ma COAX* drive 

• Rockwei 56K vtaavteLtJaa'rtEmet 
modem fcati HpgredwMe. 

• ESS 30 WavaabJo stereo sound 

■ 512K ptpelma burst cache 

• SJS BMM adwnosd graphes using 4Mb 
ol system HAM. MPEG & Microsoft rtrect 
3D support 

• Souxtbroe 525 mains stereo speatef$ 

• ATX ma&tower design wflh ATX POTT 
mrtheiboanJ end 2 USB ports 

• WteoPbone recent for Incoming vWeo- 
phone cate. VUeo camera interface 
/fcfodatf {camera opfcraO 

• Speech recognition wtti IBM Simply 
Speaking gold pretoaded 

ir SVGA M 028dp eoleu Ecreen Is 
standard w«i aK models [IP C69 +VAT - 
01.08 and ir E2T9+VAT -£25733 aba) 

• Preioadad Software vrth Lotus Snwtsute 
97. QuKten *5. Sit Aitfwna, 

PressWortiA DesgnWorte HoreenKe 
SmBflPks, Ltrtus E-Mal and morel 

• PC Joystick and PC Mcmpbone 

• AOSml CD software suteltknted often 


Windows 95 wth 
merusJ & CO. 105 keyboaid. l.44Ub floppy 
*w. ftffi motes advanced moltwrtxwd 
•ttbafl standard ports and ye» 2000 coroj* 
art BIOS. 90 ranUe video loot gidde. recov- 
er dMitufl support. 14 (by money back 
gMrartaataaautSng carnage) and 12 
morttiB warranty extSKfifc to 5 ysare. 
ffiH Prhtter OHar extended Id another 
MOotdat 

Product codes- 14' 336 1F3» 17" 340 

200M E 7- 30 



Due To Customer Demand 

FREE PRINTER 
OFFER EXTENDED 

Another SODTene 
mcranevnooas 
onferad aeriy now 
qualify tors FREE 
EpaonStyke . 

Crtor 300 720dpi 
Inkjet porter. 




Model 

Ae above bid wftti Irtei Partum 200Uhr 
Processor wth MUX Tedratogy E148 +VAT 
aara = SM7&06 

Product codes 14'34MS’342; 17" 343 


FREE 

Joystick and 
Ucraphone 
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Model 

As above but uh GM 6 xB 6 MX PR 200 
ProoesBawdhlWKTflt^tKlogyaniJiiiBt- 

EM B4Mb EDO RAM. £199 +VAT mtm = 
w gR *) 

Product coder W344: IP 345: J7 1 346 


36 Time Showrooms 

EST S3- 25 


Freephone Time Now ! 



0800 771107 HTIFT1E 


Offer Extended to fith November 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
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Profits rise at 
Dairy Crest 


Dairy Crest, the marketing and pro- 
cessing division of the former Milk Mar- 
keting Board, has proved a sterling 
performer since coming to the market 
in summer of 1996. 

Priced at what now appears like a 
measly ISSp, they have risen steadily 
and dosed at 279.5p yesterday, up an- 
other 6p. 

The company has been tipped as a 
takeover target ever since it was pri- 
vatised, but with 60 per cent of the 
shares still owned by its farmer pro- 
ducers, any bidder would have its work 
cut OUL 

In the meantime. Dairy Crest's 
management, led by John Houliston, 
the chief executive, has concentrated 
on developing its core cheese, spreads 
and liquid milk operations while ful- 
filling the pre-flotation promise of 
improving earnings by 10 per cent a 
year. 

Yesterday’s results for the six 
months to 30 September showed fur- 
ther signs of progress. Pre-tax profits 
were 13 per cent higher at £18.7m with 
the earnings target comfortably ex- 
ceeded. 

The best performance was in the all- 
important consumer foods business, 
which includes the spreads and cheese 
operations. Here profits rose by 14 per 
cent and the margin increased from 5.9 
per cent to 6 per cent 

In spreads, the Clover brand was 
helped by Unilever's decision to pull 
its Daiesby range. In cheese. Dairy 
Crest has benefited from the increasing 
consumer trend from mild to mature 
and farmhouse Cheddar. The group's 
Cathedral City brand saw sales rise by 
30 per cent in the year. 

Liquid milk operations managed to 
edge up profits even though the house- 
hold market fell by 9 per cent in the 
East Anglian region and pricing pres- 
sures from supermarket customers re- 
main a problem. 

The one black spot yesterday was 
the ingredients business, which was af- 
fected by the strength of sterling cut- 
ting domestic prices for butter and 
skimmed milk powder by more than 10 
per cent. 

Assuming Dairy Crest hits Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite’s full-year forecast 


Dairy Crest; At a glance 

Market vatie: £309m, shoe price Z73-5p (+6p) 
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Celsis customers 
are biting 


of £41 m, the shares trade on a forward 
rating of 11. 

That is a discount to both Unjgate 
and Northern Foods and still reason- 
able value even after a good run. 


Betterware 
looks east 


Peter Hartley, managing director of 
Betterware, the plastic housewares 
retailer, made the best of a disap- 
pointing set of figures for the half year 
to September which saw profit before 
tax drop nearly 18 per cent to £5 .5m 
in spite of a modest increase in sales. 

interest income fell after last year’s 
special payout The £L25m exceptional 
item, mostly repayment of VAC which 
inflated last year’s figures, has not been 
repeated. But operating profit grew by 
6 percent only because of a first-time 
contribution of £515,000 from overseas 
businesses. 

At home, sales grew by a disap- 
pointing 1 per cent and operating profit 
fell 6 per cent to £5.4m. Mr Hartley 
blames poor sales performance on the 
death of Diana, Princess of Whies, two 
weeks before the half-year end, which 


led to salesmen getting the brush-off 
on the doorstep. It also discouraged the 
vital recruitment of new salespeople 
looking to earn pin-money for 
Christmas. 

Recruitment is the group’s greatest 
problem because most of the labour 
force consists of housewives working 
in the school-term time, students and 
casual workers who cannot find a full- 
time job. The average working span of 
a distributor delivering catalogues and 
collecting orders is no more than three 
months, although most return. 

High hopes are pinned on the joint 
ventures with Avon, the cosmetics 
firm, in Mexico and Argentina, both of 
which are profitable after two years, and 
most recently Brazil. 

The company now plans to move 
into Eastern Europe and Russia, where 
Avon has already been operating for 
up to five years and where the public 
is considered ripe for the Betterware 
message. Betterware is prepared to put 
up to £5m into the region before it starts 
to pay back. 

Analysts have scaled bade fore- 
casts for the full year from £12m to 
£llm, equal to 7.1p of ear ning s. The 
shares fell Up to 88p yesterday. On 123 
times prospective earnings, this is high 
enough. 


In this age of the health scare, testing 
food, water and toiletries for bugs is big 
business for Celsis. The company 
makes hirtech machines based on bio- 
luminescence to detect contamination. 
Celsis kits are fast and accurate. Agar 
plate testing, still the norm, takes 
some five days to process. Celsis ma- 
chines do the job in 24 hours. A new 
range of hypersensitive machines will 
cut that to eight hours. 

The aug is that a Celsis system does 
not come cheap. Persuading conserv- 
ative big business to stump up an 
average £40,000 for a start-up kit and 
change age-old work practices re- 
quires good products, persistence and 
fust-class support to keep customers 
happy. Celsis delivers on all these. 

Once customers bite, Celsis is en- 
sured a reliable earnings stream horn 
selling reagents. 

Persuaded by a typical five-month 
payback, Celsis customers are biting. 
The company has more than 2,000 cus- 
tomers compared with 1,500 in 1996, 
including blue-chip names such as 
Unilever and Proctor & Gamble. 

Sales in the six months to Septem- 
ber rocketed 70 per cent to £7m, 
boosted bya £lm contribution from the 
Ltunac acquisition. That and the 
group’s tight control of overheads and 
research spending reduced losses from 
£2.7m to £800,000. Celsis should be 
profitable by the year end. At present 
Luxnac sales are coming mainly from 
Europe. A push into the US should 
boost sales and a marketing tie-up with 
Becton Dickinson should more than 
compensate for a lacklustre showfrom 
Diversy Lever, Celsis* other partner. 

Given the paranoia about food 
poisoning, the launch next summer of 
a simple, fast and sensitive litmus 
paper-style test will be timely, opening 
a potentially huge market far testing hy- 
giene in places such as restaurants and 
hospitals. The only question is, when will 
the Celsis share price move? Floated 
at lOOp in 1993, the group's share price 
rose lp bade to lOOp yesterday. Celsis 
may seek a US listing to give its shares 
some oomph. Share price inertia re- 
mains the biggest rids for Celsis share- 
holders. Still, this looks like a quality 
company. Good value long term. 
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Emap must hope the 

wfllmarfc the end of a period of boardroom ter- 
Mencear the company. Last autumn, Mr 
h^ttbecame embroiled in a dispute over suc- 
cession with Da*W Arcnlus, Emap s forraerma* 
aging director and now chief 
ofUnited News & Media. The wrangle mdxrectfy 
resulted in the ousting of two non-exequme di- 
rectors. K” 1 Slmmonds and Joe Cooke. 
reC |Emapalso announced yesterday that^tan 
Broadbent would join the board as a non-csee- 
ufive director. Mr Broadbent was a 


Bf 
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of investment banking, based in New York. 


Wtat«thpeu^M^aeafeaM^a^ ; 


eet its hands on parts of NatWest Markets 
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Question: What does rider, the favoured drink 
of the nation's younger drinkers, have in com- 
mon with ball bearings? Answer Well, not very 
much, on the face of it. 

But John Rudgard, head of HP Buhner, the 
Hereford-based rider maker, would beg to 
differ. “There are some important common 
threads,” said Mr Rudgard, who yesterday 
started work as non-executive director at Birm- 
ingham ball hea ring distributor Wyko Group. So 
what precisely are these similarities? They are 
twofold, apparently. First, the importance of dis- 
tribution to both Bulmers and Wyko. Second, 
in Mr Rudganf s own words, the commit m ent 
of both groups to "quality customer service". 

Mr Rudgard reckons his latest post should 
take up only around 15 days a year. With a bit 
of luck, he should still be able to indulge in a 
bit of cycling. “I do try and ride my bike every 
day," he confided yesterday. "Whatever the 
weather, you'll find me out on my bike on the 
hills of Hereford" For the less hardy among us, 
the prospect of cycling in the miserable No- 
vember weather is sufficient to send us scuttling 
back under the duveL Not so Mr Rudgard, who 

is also a keen sailor. 

la fiaqt, Mr Rudgard ’s first job was as ap- 
prentice navigator for the Cunard cruise liner 
company. But life on an ocean wave turned out 
to be less than ideal. Apparently days and days 
out at sea are not conducive to marital Miss, which 
prompted his departure for a land-based job. But 
presumably 15 days a year in Birmingham 
shouldn’t prove too much of a strain. 


of Barclays, to flog BZW, John Dewhurst, ex- 
manager of acquisitions at ICL, has picked an 
apt time to launch his book. Buying a Company 
-The Key to Successful Acquisitions is launched 
tomorrow and provides “a step-by-step guide to 
the intricacies of purchasing a business . 

Mr Dewfaurst should know a thing or two 
about buying companies. During his time ai K3, 
he was involved in more than 300 acquisitions 
and more than 300 disposals. He wheeled and 
denied businesses worth around £7bn. 

For the acquisitive Rolf Brener, head of 
Deutsche Bank, there is plenty of sound advice. 

Mr Dewhurst offers words of wisdom on all as- 
pects of the process, from initial evaluation of 
targets to post-acquisition management 

And for Mr Thyior of Barclays and Derek . 
Wanless, head of NatWest, there is also a cfaap-^ ■ 
ter on selling a business. Apparently the most 
important thing for the seller to remember is that 
he is in “complete control of the process of sell- 
ing from its initiation to its completion”. 

Words of comfort, no doubt, to Mr Thytor and 
Mr Wanless. Some scurrilous observers may have 
thoug ht the two senior executives were not in oon- 
trol of events at all, but rather were forced into 
action by discontented shareholders. Thank heav- 
ens Mr Dewhuist has pul paid to such notions. 



*r - 


SO*”: 






Robin Miller, group chief executive of Emap, 
has finally won out in the power struggle to suc- 
ceed Sir John Hoskyns as non-executive chair- 
man. Mr Miller, who takes the post next July, 
will be replaced by Kevin Hand, who currently 
runs Emap’s Freorix magazine operations. 

Rumours had circulated for months that Mr 
Hand would soon exchange steak frites for roast 
beef on returning to England, so analysts were 
not surprised at yesterday’s announcement. Sir 
John has previously indicated he would retire 
at the company's annual general meeting in July. 
Mr Hand became head of Emap France in 1994 


The latest edition of Credit Lyonnais Laing’s re- 
view of investment trusts lauds the often-over- 
looked smaller company. It argues that fund 
managers should be overweight in companies 
with small market capitalisation in their port- 
folios. Hence the snappy title of the edition, 0w- 
weight m Small Caps (caps, of course, stands for 
market capitalisation). The picture accompanying, . 
the title is of Tweedledum and Uveedledee. 

Tom Ihite-Daltoo, investment analyst at 
Credit Lyonnais JLaing, was at pains to point out 
yesterday that any likeness to any paunchy fund 
managers was purely coincidental “It is a gen- 
uine concern,” he said, adding that Tweedledum 
and TWeedledee were, in feet, modelled on two 
recent recruits to the investment trust team, 
Jamie Lowe and Matthew Kinkead. 

“But of course we acknowledge the fact that 
there are a number of well-lunched fund man- 
agers," he quipped diplomatically. 
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Director's resignation pushes Redland break-up closer 


Thames Water fired up over regulator’s leakage figures 


!•:* 


A break-up of Redland, the 
building materials group de- 
fending itself against a £1.7bn 
hostile hid from French rival 
Lafarge, came a step doser yes- 
terday with the resignation of 
Helly Bruhn-Brass, a Redland 
non-executive director and key 
shareholder in RBB, Red! arid's 
German roof tiles business. 

Ms Bruhn-Braas is under- 
stood to have resigned over is- 
sues of conflict after Redland 
said last week it was negotiat- 
ing to sell its 565 per cent stake 


to the Braas family. Ms Bruhn- 
Brass, the daughter of the 
founder of the Braas roofing 
business, speaks for 315 per 
cent of the Braas family’s 435 
per cent stake in RBB. Her res- 
ignation from Redland’s board 
would dear the way for a man- 
agement buy-out of RBB by its 
minority shareholders. 

Rudolph Agaew, Redland’s 
nonexecutive chairman, said he 
had not sought Ms Bruhn- 
Braas' resignation, but she had 
probably been advised by her 


brokers, Lehman Brothers, to 
resign over possible confects of 
responsibility. “It is her deci- 
sion. But the fact that we have 
disclosed that we are in dis- 
cussions with the Braas family 
had made it awkward for her. 
She would have found it hard 
to stay on," he said. 

Mr Agnew would not com- 
ment on whether talks with the 
Bkaas family over RBB had pro- 
gressed or on the stage of talks 
with other companies to buy 
Redland's aggregates compa- 


nies: "We axe still examining all 
the options. Wb are still in 
talks with a variety of people ” 
A spokesman for Redland 
said nothing was imminent 
•“When we have completed 
talks we need to come up with 
an optimal structure to present 
an alternative to our share- 
holders to Lafarge’s bid." 

Redland's share price closed 
45p down at 3295p amid hefty 
selling but still above Lafarge’s 
320p cash offer. 

— Sameena Ahmad 


Thames Wrter is to divert £40m 
from its discretionary invest- 
ment programme next year to 
help meet tough new compul- 
sory leakage targets from 
Ofwat, the industry watchdog. 

The group yesterday hit 
back at lan Byatt, the regula- 
tor, who bad singled out 
Thames and Welsh Water, the 
two leakiest companies, as the 
worst offenders. Thames will 
have to cut its leakage by 19 per 
cent next year, but the company 
insisted it bad already reduced 


its leakage rate this year by 10 
per cent 

Bill Alexander, Thames 
Wntcfs chief executive, said: 
“It’s a big disappointment that 
Ian didn’t draw attention to that 
and see fit to take into account 
this new information." 

The attack came as Thames 
revealed an 1 1.6 per ceat in- 
crease in its dividend payout, 
against a more modest 7 per 
cent rise in profits in the six 
months to the end of Septem- 
ber to £202m. Inducting the 


group’s £23 Im windfall tax bQL, 
charged against the half-yearly 
accounts, Thames reported 
losses of£61_2m. 

The group sought to bead 
off criticism of bumper dividend 
increases, arguing that the pay- 
out from its main regulated 
water and sewerage operations 
rose by just 7 per cent to £48m. 
Thames said the rest of the 
headline dividend increase had 
come from its non-reguiated 
businesses, where profits more 
than doubled from £9m to 


£19m. Despite the improve- 
ment, Thames shares slumped 
by 37p to 873p, ending a two- 
month surge in which the share 
price had outperformed the 
stock market by 9 per cent. 

The company also attacked 
the way Mr Byatt had prepared 


his leakage figures, showing the |j^ 


amount of water lost per house- 
hold David Luffruzn, finance 
director, said: “The important 
thing about leakages is what it’s 
economic to do." 

- Chris Godsmark 
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Breweries sector loses froth ahead of its results season 

MARKF/rREPORf 



DEREK PAIN 
STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Bter shares weakened as 
dctubis roappearod aboul the 
proGLs likely iu be mlled out in 
the brewery reporting season 
which starts today with Whit- 
bread producing year's results. 

The breweries and pubs 
sector suffered one of the 
days worst falls with the slock 
market worrying about the 
huge investment the industry 
is ploughing into new pubs and 
the continuing drift in beer 
production. 

Comments month Grom 
Gncenalk, the hotels and pubs 
chain, and the Wolverhampton 

Dudley Breweries have 
tended to increase uncertain- 
ty. which has been evident for 
much of the year as beemge 
shares have underperformed 
the rest of the market. 

Whitbread, off ISp to 79(Jp, 
should offer some reassur- 
ance. Year’s figures could 
nudge £200m against £178m. 


Yet Whitbread bus devoted 
much of its energies towards 
developing older-siylc pub 
restaurants, such as Beefeater, 
and stand-alone restaurants. 
Cafe Rouge and TGI Friday, 
as well us the Pizza Hut chain. 

Many other brewers have 
splashed out on trendy City 
and town centre outlets; an 
area which is becoming in- 
creasingly crowded and capital 
intensive. The big debate is 
whether the brewers and pub 
companies have reached the 
stage where continuing capi- 
tal outlay in developing new 
outlets and keeping existing 
ones up to scratch is becom- 
ing difficult to justify. 

The problems at Green alls 
are entirely due to difficulties 
in its pubs estate; Wolves put 
more than 100 pubs up for 
sale, complaining about the 
tough trading dimaie. 

Bass, little changed at 838p, 


and Scottish & Newcastle, off 
26p at 678p, are due to report 
in the next two months. 

Allied Domecq, which 
comes under the alcoholic 
beverages classification, re- 
ports year's figures next week. 
It no lunger brews, concen- 
trating on retailing and spirits. 
Year’s pro fils, believe NatWesl 
Securities, will be up a mod- 
est 4 per cent to JE596m. 

The rest of the stock mar- 
ket had another uneventful 
session with Footsie ending 9 
points down at 4,897.4. Inter- 
est rate worries clouded trad- 
ing. Domestic rates are 
expected to be unchanged af- 
ter this week's Monetary Pol- 
icy Committee meeting but 
anxious eyes arc being cast at 
the US and Far East. 

Next recovered from Mon- 
day's shake-out, gaining 47p to 
734p as Morgan Stanley sug- 
gested a switch out of Marks 


& Spencer, down I Op at 600p, 
following results. 

Takeover rumours uonlin— 
ucd around Norwich Union, up 
6p at 351p, and an SBC Wir- 
burg push lifted Glaxo Well- 
come 29p to l,3G9p. Sun life 
& Provincial, up 17p at 282p, 
was encouraged by NalWest 
moving from sell to hold. 

Hong Kong's overnight 
weakness put the likes of 

Share spotlight 

share pm*, pence 

850 — — 



HSBC, off 59pat l,493pback 
on the treadmill. Zeneca, 40p 
lower at 1^55p, was hit by cau- 
tious comments, thought to be 
from ABN Amro Hoare Guv- 
cti. Thames Water ran in to 
profit taking following its re- 
sults. falling 37p to 873p. 

Senior Engineering, with 
analysts in the US, shaded to 
163.5p. Panmurc Gordon bas 
switched from hold to buy. It 
believes the shares could be 
worth 219p. Chemical group 
Conrtauids rose 2p from a 
year’s low to 277p after stock- 
broker Sutherlands declared: 
“Negativism is overdone." 

Tallow OB, deeply involved 

in Pakistan, jumped 9.5p to 
123p as takeover speculation 
returned. BG has long been 
rumoured to be interested. 
Tullovv produced ad upbeat 
drilling report last week. 

Perkins Foods was another 
attracting attention. The 


shgxes have edged ahead, 
gaining a further^) to a years 
peak of 102p. The chilled and 
frozen food group has occa- 
sionally attracted bid specu- 
lation. Profits this year are 
expected to be around £28m 
agains t £23 -5m. . 

n Minwn, an engineer, rose 
6.75p to 37p after admitting it 
was in talks which could lead 
to a bid and stockbroker 
Charles Stanley, paying up to 
£L5m for rival Shaw & Co, 
jumped 29p to 1715p. Interim 
profits sharply higher at £1.7m 

helped. 

Holmes mace, a keep fit 
operation, made a muscular 
d^but, ending at.l70p against 
a 128 p placing. 

Waterfall, the snooker dub 
chain, ticked up 6 -5p to 73p. 
The shares have climbed 15 Jp 
since European Leisure ac- 
quired an 18.5 per cent inter- 
est last week. 


TAKING STOCK 

Kevin Leech, the man behind 
ML Laboratories and the 
Queensbo rough leisure 
group, is thought to have de- 
scended on little, loss- making 
JKay's Food. Millennium ^fea- 
tures, believed to be linked to 

Mr Leech, has picked up a 
SJ. per cent stake. Kay's, 
once a butcher, now a London 
contract caterer, took a 35 
per cent interest in a com- 
pany providing domiciliary 
care for the disabled and 
elderly in Jane. It has an op- 
tion to buy foil control. Kay’s 
shares held at 2p, capitalis- 
ing the company at 12.4m. 

Shares of Charles Sidney, a 
car dealer with Mercedes 
distributorships, have edged 
forward to 85 Jp in the past 
week. There is talk Reg Vardy, 
the aggressive garage group, 
is steering towards a bid. 
Vardy, with around (0 
dealerships, already has 
Mercedes links. 
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People lose thousands of 

pounds after pulling out 

° P e nsion plans early 


Damning evidence has 
emerged to show that 
hundreds of thousands 
of people who pay 
regularly into personal 
pensions risk losing 

.thousands of pounds 

j each when they halt 
contributions, writes 
Andrew Verity. 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority (PIA), the financial reg- 
ulator, yesterday released 
figures showing that more than 
one-third of ail people who 
bought regular-premium pen- 
sions from life insurance sales 
people stopped paying contri- 
butions within three years. 

The figures show many of 
the UK's biggest names, in- 
cluding Lincoln, Allied Dunbar. 
Guardian Financial Services, 
^Black Horse Life and Barclays 
Life, have even poorer so- 


called “lapse rates". Separate 
ivsearch by Alan Lakey, an in- 
dependent financial adviser 
writing for Money Management 
magazine, shows that many of 
those who lapse their policies 
early risk losing out because of 
heavy initial charges. He said 
yesterday: "No wonder the 
public places such little trust in 
the industry." 

The PIA figures show that, 
after three years, 45 per cent of 
^ regular premiums going 
into Lincoln’s pensions have 
stopped. After two years, 30 per 
cent have lapsed their policies. 
Joe Palmer, chairman of the 
PIA. said: “Persistency is an im- 
portant indicator of the quality 
of business that a firm has 
transacted. Although these re- 
sults show that progress has 
been made, the industry will 
need to work veiy hard to re- 
duce the lapse rate and regu- 
lators will he paying particular 
attention to the weaker per- 
formers." 


Personal pensions sold 




by company representatives 



(Regular premium) 




Business Year 


1934 

1993 

Persistency Term: 


zyr 

3yr 



% 

% 

Abbey Life 


77.3 

67.5 

Abbey National Lite 


70.9 

64.7 

Albany Life 


67.2 

56.8 

Allied Dunbar 


76.2 

6B.3 • 

AXA Equity & Law 


7B.0 

70.8 

Barclays Life 


69.1 

59.6 

Black Horse Life 


71.5 

62.8* 

Britannia Life 


92.5 

87.0 

Britannic Assurance 


64.1 

56.4 

Combined Life 


652 

59.4 

Commercial Union 


76.7 

68.4 

Co-operative insurance Society 


782 

70.0 

Eagle Star Life 


77.0 

64.5 

Friends Provident 


79.6 

67.8 

GAN Life & Pensions 


7B.1 

70.0 

General Accident Life 


81.7 

75.3 

Guardian Financial Sendees 


65.2 

55.2 

Hambra Assured 


69.4 

60.0 

J Rothschild 


84.4 

78.0 

Legal 8 General 


75.0 

64.4 

Lincoln 


69.6 

55.7 

London & Manchester Assurance 


74.2 

63.4 

MGM Assurance 


69.2 • 

58.4 

Midland Life 


76.7 

68.4 

Natwest Life 


76.2 

67.4 

Norwich Union 


73.9 

63.5 

Pearl 


75.6 

68.8 

Provident Mutual 


76.4 

69.4 

Refuge Life 


74.6 

65.2 

Reliance Mutual 


66.7 

56.4 

Royal & Sun Alliance 


69.5 

58.0 

Royal London Insurance 


73.2 

62J 

Save A Prosper 


71.5 

67.9 

Scotish Amicable 


87.4 

83.4 

Scottish Widows Fond 


63.8 

74.7 

Standard Life 


89.9 

88.0 

Sun Life 


74.1 

58.9 

Sun Lite of Canada 


79.5 

78.3 

United Friendly Insurance 


66.5 

56.6 

Wesleyan Assurance Society 


70.1 

6Z.7 . 


S«jn^ PsreonaJ toreswert auffoSy j 


Among the worst lapse rates 
identified in the PIA report, 
Guardian Financial Services, 
part of the insurance giant 
GRE, has a persistency rate of 
barely 55 per cent. 

Norwich Union, which re- 
cently floated on the stock 
market, is marginally above 
average over three years, with 
67 per cent still paying into its 
plans. Legal & General, where 
M r Palmer was chief executive 
until joining the PIA, barely 
rates 64 per cent. Among the 
best companies are Standard 
Life, with an SS per cent per- 
sistency rate, and Scottish Am- 
icable, with 83 per cent. 

Mr Lakey's research shows 
that those who do lapse their 
policies with Lincoln receive a 
poor return because of the 
way the company extracts its 
charges. After two years of 
paying £200 a month - a total 
of £4,800 - their pension would 
be worth just £1,346, even as- 
suming annual growth of 9 per 
cent for each year. 

The research shows that if 
left to grow over the next 28 
years, the plan would be worth 
only £8,127, less than one- 
third of what it would be worth 
with the average company. 

Lincoln said it had changed 
the way it extracted charges 
from its pension contract so 
there were no penalties for 
stopping and starting payments. 
However it has no plans to rec- 
tify the situation for past policy- 
holders. 

A Lincoln spokesman said: 
“The persistency of our policies 
is low because we allow people 
to switch policies and because 
we have made a number of ac- 
quisitions in the last few years, 
such as Laurenlian. 

“Many said they would go 
back into our policies if they 
had the opportunity.” 

According to Mr Lakey’s 
analysis, first published in 
Money Management , Allied 
Dunbar shows the worst value 
for money when policyholders 
lapse after paying in for five 
years. 

Despite five years of paying 
£200 a month, holders of a reg- 
ular-premium personal pen- 
sion will have just £9,149 in 
their pension fund after in- 
vesting £12,000. 

A spokesman for Allied 
Dunbar said: “Our financrai ad- 
visers always say that a pension 1 
is a medium to long-term in- 
vestment. We will strenuously 
push that point in our sales doc- 
uments." 
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Margaret Beckett: Remit from PM to stop subsidy-bid wars by regions Photogra ph : Brian Harris 

DTI to vet UK inward investment projects 


Tony Blair has authorised the 
President of the Board of Trade, 
Margaret Beckett, to take 
charge of Lhe way Britain at- 
tracts prestige inward invest- 
ment projects in order to stop 
subsidy-bidding wars between 
rival regions of the country. 

The Prime Minister has be- 
come increasingly concerned 
that taxpayers are not getting 
value for money because dif- 
ferent areas of the country 
compete for the same pro- 
jects,. resulting in inward in- 
vestors being offered bigger 
financial incentives and aid 
packages than would other- 
wise be the case. 

Mr Blair 's intervention was 
disclosed yesterday by Mrs 
Beckett in evidence ter the Com- 
mons Hade and Industry Select 
Committee. She told MPs that 
the Prone Minister had ap- 

BAM fined 
£50,000 by 
Imro 


A subsidiary of Banque Na- 
tional de Paris was yesterday 
fined £50,000, ordered to pay 
compensation of £502£00 to 24 
customers and costs of £47,850 
because it failed to control a 
fund manager who dealt with- 
out authorisation after arrang- 
ing a new issue of shares. 

BAii Asset Management 
(BAM), which is based in Pic- 
cadilly, London, accepted 
charges that U had failed in its 
internal organisation and did 
not have effective procedures 
to record all information on its 
customers. 

Imro, the fund managers* 
regulator, announced that 
BAM had failed to supervise a 
fund manager who dealt in the 
secondary market of a new 
share issue in August 1995. 
BAM had failed to document 
a limit placed on the level of 
dealing the fund manager was 
allowed to undertake. 

Imro said BAM bad failed 
to ensure customers knew the 
risks of the investments it was 
making and also failed to secure 
proper agreements with four of 
its customers. It had also failed 
to keep records of important 
facts about its private cus- 
tomers as soon as it became 
aware of them. 

Omar John Khayat, a for- 
mer employee of the BNP 
subsidiary, BAii Asset Manag- 
ement, was yesterday expelled 
from membership of Imro. 


ment saying Mr Khayat had 
misrepresented himself to his 
manager and other BAM staff 
and misrepresented how much 
dealing he undertook. He had 
daimed deals bad reported, 
late when they bad not, delv- 
ing the processing of deal 
tickets. 

Mr Khayat also dealt over 
bis own firm's limit in the share 
issue. He allocated shares ac- 
quired on behalf of BAM cus- 
tomers without following 
procedure. 

“As a result of the above. 
Imro does not consider Mr 
Khayat to be fit and proper to 
act as a registered individual,” 
the statement said. 


proved a so-called concordat un- 
der which all bids for inward in- 
vestment projects would be 
vetted by the industrial devel- 
opment unit of the Depart- 
ment of Hade and Industry. 

Britain has historically been 
by far the most successful coun- 
try in Europe at attracting inward 
investment About one-third of 
ah inward investment into the 
European Union has came to the 
UK, safeguarding or creating 
some 90CLOOO jobs since 1979. A 
the end of last year, Britain’s 
stock of inward investment stood 
at £150bn with more than 
flOObn of that having been com- 
mitted in the last 10 years. 

Among the biggest pro- 
jects secured by Britain are the 
Nissan' and Tbyota car plants 
and £lbn plus investments in 
the north east by Siemens of 
Germany and the Korean 


electronics group Samsung. 

However, the sheer degree 
of rivalry to win projects, par- 
ticularly between the \vklsh 
and Scottish development 
agencies, has led to subsidy lev- 
els being bid upwards signifi- 
cantly. Henceforth, all 
“indicative offers** of support 
will have to be cleared by the 
DTI although the vetting body 
will include representatives 
from the Welsh, Scottish and 
Northern Ireland departments.. 

In a wide-ranging session 
with the Committee, Mrs Beck- 
ett also indicated that the Gov- 
ernment was unlikely to step in 
directly to help Britain's coal 
industry from further decline. 
The industry, Jed by RJB Min- 
ing is calling on the Govern- 
ment to halt any further 
gas-fired power stations. 

- Michael Harrison 


[Manufacturers pitch for 
digital contracts 

Manufacturers were yesterday lining up to pitch for the con- 
tract m make set-top boxes for digital terrestrial Irtiadcasters. 

British Digit 31 Broadcasting, the group owned by Carlton 
Com munications and Granada Group, the BBC, ITV, 
n mr .i»iK 4 and 5, Tfeletext and S4C have all agreed speci- 
fications tor the boxes which unscramble digital television 
Agnate Manufacturers likely to be interested in supplying 
the boxes include Face Micro Technology. Sony, Panasonic 
and Amstrad- BDB is expected to be granted a licence by 
the Independent Ttlevision Commission within weeks and 
a chief executive is to be appointed before Christmas. 

Rolls to supply Air Canada 

Rolls-Royce has won an order worth up to 5450m (£268 m) 
from Air Canada, which is acquiring nine Airbus Industrie 
A 3 30-300 airlin ers and taking options on a further 10. Air 
Canada has chosen the 230-tonne, increased weight A330- 
300 aircraft, which wall use Trent 772 engines made by Rolls- 
Royce. Deliveries of the twin-engined airliners will begin in 
October 1999 and continue to October 2001. Rolls-Royce 
said the order would increase its share of the engine market 
for iheA330 family to 39 per cent, with Air Canada becoming 
the ninth customer for the Trent 700- powered aircraft. 

Meyer to buy Torex sites 

Meyer Internationa] said its Jewson builders' merchants 
division planned to buy 22 tool hire and catering equipment 
hire tranches from Torex Hire. It said the acquisition of lease- 
hold properties, fixed assets and stock would cost £10m in 
cash . The 22 branches had sales of £6.1m in 1996, generat- 
ing a profit before interest and tax of £865,000. 

Hays acquires DEI Group 

Hays has acquired DEI Group, the document management 
services company, for £17m. Subsequent payments of up to 
£3.5m may become payable depending on the level of DEl's 
profit from completion of the transaction to 31 December 
2000. In 1996 the company made operating profits of £1 .4m. 


COMPANY RESULTS 




Turnover £ 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dividend 

Mmfl 

33.78m (32.06m) 

5.5m (6.65m) 

3.50(441) 

1.06p|1.0p) 

CaMi EnMnoflenl (1) 

7.02m (4.14m) 

-847,000 (-2.7m) -0.950 (14 Ip) 


OahyCmKI) 

392m (381.8(11) 

18.7m (16.5m) 

11 .Bp (ID#) 

350(326p) 

Ed|» PraptrBo (1) 

19280) (527m) 

317m (4911000) 

64p(3.1p) 


Marts A Speacar (I) 

3.741x1 (153tm) 

4513m (430.1m) 11 14p (10.46pj 3.60 (330) | 

| Rorttan Fk» Foods (1) IBJBra ( 1455 m) 509,000 (409.000)0330 (D.07p) 

010(0.050) 

| PmmuaMBffl 

170m (152m) 

23.6m (20.4m) 

19.70 (17Jp) 

aip(2.Bp) 

| Salad Appobdsots (03) 137m (1Q2m) 

9 Jm (6.47m) 

72p(53p) 


Stas Food Group 0) 

55.85m (18.09m) 

IJMm (710JDOO) 

*.10 cl JW 


Runes Water (1) 

698.1m (614.5m) 202m (178m) 

-16.1p (37 Jp) 

125p ill 2p| 

— »(0 

1425D1 (131 An) 

13 53m (9.7m) 

103p(7.4p) 

23650(2.150) 

WMsCDnm(ll) 

484.4m (534.5m) 68.1m (B8 2m) 

10.4p (112W 

1.650 (4.950) 

(Q-Msrim (M)-Mne mortis (0) ■ Quarterly 


HJN Best Buys 

From The Award Winning British PC Manufacturer 

Take a closer look at our new range of *6681 Buy 1 high 
performance systems, now available at truly amazing prices. 



RUN 233M 

• Intel Pentium 233Mhz Processor 
with MMX Technology 

•32Mb EDO RAM 

■ 3.2Gb Seagate BDEhand drive 

• 4Mb ATI Rage II 30 graphics 

• 16 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs sound blaster 32 
wavetabte sound 

- 14’ SVGA 0.28dp screen 

- 512K pipeline burst cache 

• MJN AT midi-tower system unit 
with 7 bays (not shown) end Intel 
430 HX chipset 

• All standard features below 

• Preloaded software bundle (mail 
& anti virus not Included) 

■ FREE 33.6 voice modem 

■ FREE Epson Stylus 300 color ‘ 
Inkjet Printer {limited to first 100 
customers who . 
buy this' model 
only) 



200M-2 Model 


MIN 20OM-2 MJN 233M Ex MIN 266-2 


399 


% 


- IBM 6X86MX PR200 Processor 
with MMX TechnotoQr (higher 
performance than 233M system) 

- 64Mb EDO RAM 

• 43Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard drive 

• PC- TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell voice modem 

- 4Mb ATI Rage 11+ DVD 3D graphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetabte sound 

• 14" SVGA 0-28dp screen (15" £70 
+VAT = £82.25 extra; 17" £220 
+VAT = £258.50 extra) 

■ 512K pipeline burst cache 

• VldeoPhone receive for incoming 
videophone cafis 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 430TX 
PC*97 chipset 

• All standard features below 


■ Intel Pentium 233Mhz Processor 
with MMX Technology 

• 64Mb EDO RAM 

> 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard drive 
1 PC- TV system with Teletext and 

video capture 

> 56K Rockwell voice modem 

■ 4Mb ATI Rage 11+ DVD 3D graphics 
1 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

1 Creative Labs 30 wavetabte sound 
< 14" SVGA Q-28dp screen (15* £70 
+VAT = £82-25 extra; 17" £220 
+VAT = £258.50 extra) 

512K pipeline burst cache 
1 WjeoPhone receive for Incoming 
videophone cans 

Voice recognition with IBM amply 
Speaklrtg GOLD 

MJN ATX system with Intel 430TX 
PC97 chipset 
AH standard features below 


• Intel Pentium n 266Mhz 
Processor with MMX Technology 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard drive 

• PC-TV system wnh Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell voice modem 

• 8Mb AGP ATI Rage Pro 3D &aphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

■ Creative Labs 3D wavetabte sound 

• 14" SVGA 0-28dp screen (15" £70 
+VAT = £82.25 extra; 17* £220 
+VAT = £258.50 extra) 

• 512K pipeline buret cache 

• VldeoPhone receive for incoming 
videophone cans 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking GOLD 

■ MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 
PD97 chipset 

• Ail standard features below 



■VAT 


1069 w 4199 „ ffSQq 


1173 


.83 


Inc. VAT 

Modei:7B8 


1256 


’VAT 


.08 


Inc. VAT 
Model:770 


1408 


.83 


Inc. VAT 
ModeL789 


1878 


.83 


Inc VAT 
Modal:780 


Standard Features: Windows 95, Lotus Smartsulta 97. Quicken, 
Pressworks, DeslgnWorte, Homewise, Lotus mail, IBM Antivirus and 

Smartpk» pretoaded. Soundforce 525 mahs powered speaker system, 

3JT 1.44Mb floppy drive; PS/2 mouse; 105 keyboard; software MPEG; 

Yr 2000 compfant BIOS; PS/2 mouse port, last serial port, paraOel port 
and games port i year warrarty extendible to 5 years. 

Note:- Microphone not included (inducted with PLUS models only) 

Printer Option: Epson Stylus color 720 X 720 dpi Inkjet printer El 29 
+VAT - £151.58 inc. VAT (select required cable option). 


MJN PLUS 
MODELS 

are only £49 +VAT = 
£5787 Ine. VAT Mm 
and indude Joystick. 
Headset microphone 

andiOCOmuttnedia 

tites. 


MJN MTERESY FREE OPTION 
BUYNOV PAY LATER 

UrcnmniRW 
Eacpfc hw zm Pun- 
tmen P(*t mmmo MNiiMq 

to I m* M s nn p* f* 
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tumr AWWa^itMipiiaMin 
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From the darkest day for British athletics comes the prospect of a. new dawn 


Behind the grim news of 
yesterday's sackings at the British 
Athletic Federation the prospects 
are bright. Mike Rowbotlom, Athletics 
Correspondent, discovers some 
reasons for the sport to be 
cheerful in the long term. 


The blood on the carpet at the British Ath- 
letic Federation yesterday - 21 employees 
sacked in the aftermath of the federation's 
financial collapse - generated much re gre t 
but little surprise. 

Since the BAF called in the adminis- 
trators three weeks ago, casualties have 
appeared inevitable. It emerged simulta- 
neously. however, that help may be at hand 


in the form of the Amateur Athletic As- 
sociation, the ancient Fngjlsh body whose 
intransigence has been partly responsible 
far the fall of the organisation in nomi- 
nal charge of the whole sport. 

In the long term, too - dare one say 
it - there is hope of better thing? to come 
for British athletics. If and when the BAF 
is finally wound up, its successor is likely 
to be operating in a far less cluttered 
landscape. 

What has happened was not planned, 
you only bad to look in the eyes of the 
BAFs newly appointed chief executive, 
Dave Moorcroft, last month to see that But 
it could yet turn out welL The Gordian knot 
has been cut, and all the tangled arguments 
about how to get rid of the archaic BAF 
Council structure have dropped away. 


Among those proceeding with hope is 
Roger Blade, Britain's team captain. De- 
spite the fact that he, in common with 
other top athletes, sowed many thousands 
of pounds by the BAF for this year's 
appearances, he has rallied the athletes 
behind Moorcroft. 

In his position as. a founder of the 
British Athletes’ Association, Black has 
seen foe BAP’S struggles from the inside 
in the last 18 months. And be has a dear 
vision of what the ideal set-up should be. 

“The BAF should be be funded pri- 
marily by Sports Council and National Lot- 
tery money” he said. “Thai would remove 
the dependence on getting money from 
television contracts and meeting sponsors. 

“That side of thing; could be leared out 
to a sporting organisation which can run 


the events at a profit and give the BAF a 
share as the leaseholder. The structure of 
the BAF management board and council 
meant that big dedsions could Dot be made 
quickly, as they need to be in business. 

. “The BAF should be run by four peo- 
ple.- A chief executive, which would be 
David Moorcroft, a financial director, a 
commercial director who could liaise 
with TV to make sure they were getting 
value for money, and a performance di- 
rector, whose sole job is to direct the sport 
and look after the She Lottery-funded ath- 
letes. The BAF tried to doit alL You can’t” 
There are plans to form a small team 
based around Moorcroft which will create 
a new organisation to administer British 
athletics. The funding for such a tw»m is 
likely td come from Sports Council funds. 


"There has to be an organisation to 
look after British athletics," Roger Eady, 
director of performance development at 

tiieUKSportsCouncS, said. “Rfe have had 

two fa te* starts with the British Amateur 
Athletic Board and the British Athletic 
Federation. We have got to tackle the 
whole structural problem of athletics in 
Britain. 

“Tile new organisation will probably be 

a much slimmer British federation with a 
much narrower focus. We will be starting 
from a virtual clean sheet, and there are 
major potential advantages in that. 

A key part of the task will be to assign 
the AAA with a role which encourages 
them to be more positive — and to feel 
happy about laying out some of its £2m 
of reserves. 


The AAA initiative in the wake ofyes-. 
m °r tefcStfie BAF caned in 

athletics. Even agreed that 

the adminis trators, it had been agjwo 

in years, all factions of the spon agree 
aboufsomething: Moorcroft is the right 

man to lead British athletics. 

The bed feeling heween rte AAAand 
the previous man m charge of the BAF, 
Peter Radford, made it 
ble for the sport to move forward “ Step- 
Many grudges remain. But the crasbas 

shaken those within the sport to act as they 

have never done before. 



John Hart, the New Zealand coach, takes his team through their first coaching session yesterday since their arrival in England. The All Blacks 
trained at Windsor in preparation for the first game of their nine-match tour against Llanelli at Stradey Park on Saturday. During their practice 
sessions. Hart throws a plastic dice to decide which training routine the team should follow next Photograph: Peter Jay 


RUGBY UNION 


prepare to sell in order to survive 


Struggling Bristol, down on 
their uppers after years of 
shambolic mismanagement and 
an embarrassing haemorrhage 
of international-class players, 
are preparing to play their 
most valuable card in an effort 
to wipe out the £L2m debt that 
threatens to drive them into 
bankruptcy. 

Shareholders have been told 
that one of the dub's prime as- 
sets, the Combination Ground 
in the Filton area of the city, 
may soon be placed on the open 


market. The 25-acre site, cur- 
rently used to house Bristol’s 
thriving mini and junior teams 
along with a local dub side, 
would be worth several millions 
as development land and a 
successful sale would clear the 
decks for a complete financial 
restructuring. 

Arthur Holmes, both chair- 
man and senior benefactor at 
the Memorial Ground, said 
yesterday: “If we sell, we would 
have cash and be masters of our 
own house.” Although some se- 


nior Bristol officials want to re- 
tain an interest in the land and 
enter into some form of joint 
development, there is signifi- 
cant support for a dean sale. 

Bristol are currently bottom 
of the Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship and are by some distance 
the most fiscally challenged of 
all the top-flight sdes. They lost 
£500,000 in the last financial 
year and those straitened cir- 
cumstances hastened the de- 
partures of three international 
forwards: Mark Regan, Simon 


Shaw and Martin Cony, last 
season's captain. 

"Rvo directors, Derek Brown 
and Gary White, have resigned 
from the board and sharehold- 
ers have agreed to remove a 
clause in the dub’s constitution 
preventing any single investor 
from holding more than a 24 per 
cent interest The road is dear 
fora Sir John Hall-style money 
man to buy Bristol lode, stock 
and barrel Holmes and a fellow 
director, John HDes, are now ac- 
tively seeking the right person. 


Five Nations' Champi- 
onship organisers are to an- 
nounce a sponsorship deal 
tomorrow worth £15m over 
five years. Each of the home 
unions will receive £3m for 
the next two years. 

England's women have also 
been given a financial boost 
There is £20,000 up front from 
Swiss Life, with a further 
£10,000 if they retain the World 
Cup next April, plus £10,000 
from the food company Cibus. 

- Chris Hewett 
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Luxurious Feather & 
Down All Seasons 
Duvets from Fogarty 


Thfise luxurious AH Seasons duvets from Fogarty ate 
excellent value for rrxxtey as ttitywi keep you warm in winter 
and coot in the summar. Matte in tha UK, Ihay consist of two 
duvets a 45 tog summer duvet and a 9 tog springfedumri 
duvet which can be joined together to give you 135 tog 
winter warmth. 

The duvets are fffled wtti nature) duck feather and down 
which is stperior to any synthetic fibre as it naturaty 
breathes', drapes snugly around the body and wfl last much 
longer. WHh a cotton ca m bri c casing, the duvets are podost 
stitched to ensure the f*ng is always cfistrtxited evenly and 
have a popper tastening on each corner so 
they stay neafly attached when joined 
together. 

The single duvet measures 135 x 
200 cm (4ft Sn x 6ft fin) and cos* £5095 
(MftftP Is £94.99); the double, which 
measures 200 x 200 cm (6ft an square) is 
erty £7955 (MRflP te £12499); and the 
IdngsizB measuas 225 x 220on (7ft Sn x 
7 tt 2 h) and Is £10995 (HffCTP is £14499). 

Al prices include po« and pediing. 

HOW TO ORDER 

CmnUgh (O14B30 204490 tor ciedi 
cant enters end enqiMas. Sand 

choquefpoafaJ ciders. NO CASH 

pfesae to: THE WDS’eiDFNT FOGARTY 

We dtflvwPKttesseaVlOw 

uowZSdHystordrfWty numfBC^sa 

wS. Brian w*to 7 days for nfcnd Hnct 



Single Fogarty Duveqe) « 65996 each Inc p&p. 

Double Fogarty Duvet(s) 6 £79.95 aed) Inc pSfL 
tQngadzs Fogarty Duvet(sJ G 61 09.95 eech toe p8p- 

i I enclose a crossed chequefaastol order (address on lbs beefc) 
j mads payable ta NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING IND 724 or please 
debit my Accesa/Vtsa account wtth tha men of E 


My can} No. Is K3 ExpirydatB 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

L 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

G 

□ 

□ 



MnMnsflfflss: , 


j Address _ 

i 

S Postcode:. 


Signature: 


Sand tt TOEtteWtertBCT FOGARTY DUVET OBHl 
J£M. Houaa, LMenaad, CrerM^i. Surrey GU6 SND. 


( | — | Pfewtt *Ha O*lfrenlBnBtMrtt9ni csfc si ii wirelB» jri 


ftgm 




TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

750 witess stated 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS' LEAGUE 
CROUP A 

Bonnets Dortmund * Pm ms C TAB) . 
Gatatssaray v Sparta Prague (7-43) . 


WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First 
DMsiotu Gortotfsan v Chatham (745* 
PRESS AND JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Deveranrate v Naht County (Rf* 
PONTIUS LEAGUE CUP Group One: Od- 


GROUPS 

Feyenoord v Manchester Utd FAS) — 
.juvsntus v Koatcs (7.45) 


sal v Leicester (7m Group Fow. Sxxfcpcrt 
v Buy (7TQ tor Hyde Unfed); Wigan v State 
gjj. Goto She RahsrtOfiTv Sa*pocf(rE); 
Tmnmere v Scarborough (7DL 


GROUP C 

Barcelona v Otoarao Kiev (7.46) 

Newcastle v.PSV Eindhoven (7-45) — 


GROUP D 

Porto v n as on be rp Trtwdheftw (7-45?- 
OTympUfcov v Real Madrid (7.45) 


GROUP E 

me Gothenburg v BeaHas FAS) 
Parts SO v Bayern Munich (745) - 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
□ M elo n; Southampton v Tottervwm far 
Staptowood); Watford v Queens Park 
Rangers fk Northmod); Wimbledon v Lu- 
ton (ZD) far Plough Lanoj. 

FA YOUTH CUP Hr* round: Shrewsbury 
TbwnvBoktoiere St Mchaets (70): Bradford 
Ctty v Nukskot Borough: Bcxmemcwm v 
Gan^tam: Huddersfield Town v Vtork Ctty 


GROUP F 

Leverkusen v Sporting Uebon (7AS)_ 
Lleraa v Monaco (7.45 J 


Rugby League 
BARTLETT INSURANCE TOUR MATCH: 
Vfetes Students v Queensland Students 
(7X3 (etUWCRUfC. CerriflJ. 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

HOddJesbrouflb y Portsmouth (7.45} _ 
Swindon * OPfl (7-45) 


Rugby Union 

?30 unless stated 

TOUR MATCHES: Oxford University v 
tonga; London Irish v New South Wales 


THIRD DIVISION 
Brighton t Barer* (7A5). 


BOX’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Clydebank v Queen of the South 

FA CARLSBSJG VASE FM round re- 
plm: PortNeven v Swndon Stpermartrra 
S®; Nsmbuy v Endweigh. 

BTMEAN LEAGUE Guerdon Insurance 
tap second rwmcfc Hartaw v Btxntey (7A% 
DR HARTB4S LEAGUE CUP F%at round 


Im Sittoobowne (9 v Cnrtey 
f« (5) v<SBrtham p) 


VHsbsch^ .. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
IEAGUE First DMsJorn PBnrtft v MLirton. 
SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Division: fttopert v BWefoM (7-*Q; V* 
rington v Barnstaple. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Prsadsr OF 
vMoiu Scham v N ew ma rtl (7A®: Stow- 
martwt v FWbstows (7A5) 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Cowes 
Spats v Ryder Spots; Eastteighv Gosport 
Borough. 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


1,000,000 


The number of Swiss 
francs (£380000] that 
Uefa is to give over the 
next tree years to ihe Red 
Cross to support artificial 
Omb centres in Georgia 
and an as yet unnamed 
African country, as part of 
an anti-land rrtneappeaL 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Hooker Walters making the 
most of ‘grandfather’ role 


The Writers brothers 
have heen a major part 
of Australian sides in 
recent years. 

Dave Hodfiefd meets 
die elder statesman who 
is unexpectedly 
extending that era in the 
Test series against Great 
Britain. 


In the annals of the game’s fluc- 
tuating fortunes, Steve \toJters 
has just pulled off the greatest 
comeback since Lazarus. That 
is the biblical Lazarus, not 
Asters' former Canberra and 
Australia team-mate, Glen 
Lazarus, and to rise from 
reserve grade for tbe bottom 
team in the competition to 
hook once more for his country 
does almost amount to 
returning from the dead. 

At 32, Walters is, along with 
the equally venerable Andrew 
Ettingsha uaen, the grandfather 
of a young and largely in- 
experienced Australian squad. 

U was hardly a role be could 
have expected to play after his 
season back borne. After 11 suc- 
cessful years at Canberra, Wal- 
ters moved to the North 
Queensland Cowboys. Far from 
making the anticipated rapid 
improvement under the former 
Canberra coach, Tim Sheens, 
the Cowboys finished lasL 

Waiters’ own form was 
ordinary enough for Sheens to 
threaten him with a stint is the 
reserves and, at the end of the 
season, after uncharacteristi- 
cally missing a training session, 
be suffered that indignity. 

“I did find it harder than I 
expected being at a new dub.” 
he said. Td probably been 
spoiled all those years at 
Canberra." 

Not surprisingly, the Aus- 
tralian selectors were hardly bat- 
tering his door down, leaving 
him out of both internationals 
• earlier this year. With young 
: hookers such as Craig Gower 
and Luke Priddis- both on the 
trip — coming through strongly 
it seemed that Writers’ distin- 
guished Test career was over. 

After defeat by New 
Zealand the value of experi- 
enced players such as Walters 
and Ettingsbauseu - who also 
missed that match -was under- 
lined. When the tour party for 
England was named, the cur- 
rent reserve grade booker from 
the lowest placed side in Aus- 
tralian Super League was in iL 

“I couldn’t expect to be 
here after the up and down sort 
of year Td had,” waiters said. 
“I was just happy to be picked 
but now that I’m bade in the 
Test team, I want to do enough 
to stay there.” 



Steve Walters: Reserve 
hooker to Wembley hero 
Photograph: Empics 


He certainly made an 
impressive hand of that last 
Saturday, tormenting Great 
Britain in the first Tfest with his 
trademark darting runs from 
dummy half, making crucial 
tackles and setting up a try with 
an audacious piece of impro- 
visation from a short kick-off. 

“It was one of my better 
internationals,” he said “Quite 
a few things worked out right 
for me, although I've been 
looking at the video now and 
there are a couple of areas 
where I did the wrong thing and 
I can improve.” 

That is bad news for Great 
Britaia, who have been strug- 
gling against the Walters clan 
for as long as they can re- 
member. Apart from Steve, 
twin brothers Retrod and 
Kevin, two years younger, have 
played for Australia, the three 
of them establishing a unique 
record by all touring in 1994. 

Now, against all the odds, 
the elder brother has out-lasted 
his siblings at international 
level ‘Although 1 am pretty cer- 
tain that Kevin would have 


Referee upsets Goodway 


The Great Britain coach. Andy 
Goodway, has criticised tbe 
approach of the New Zealand 
referee Phil Houston in tbe lead 
up to last Saturday’s first Test, 

Goodway said Houston had 
turned down his request for a 
meeting to discuss interpreta- 
tions of rules before the match 
and dearly believes that the of- 
ficial's handling of the play-the- 
baH favoured the Australians in 
their convincing victory. 

Disagreements around this 
area between the two countries 
are nothing new, but Good- 
way’s Australian counterpart, 
John Lang, said: “I thought they 
interfered with play more than 
us. 

“There were times when 
both sides could have been pe- 
nalised, but I would dispute any 


made the tour if he’d been 
available, because he’s such a 
talented player and he covers 
so many positions.” 

Kevin, usually a stand-off 
with the Brisbane Broncos, 
dropped out because his wife is 
ifl or he might have been the 
Writers wearing the hooker’s 
jersey. Instead. Steve is left to 
uphold tbe family honour- the 
second Test is at Old Trafford 
on Saturday - and all the signs 
are that there is still more than 
enough life left in him to do so. 

“I felt a bit rusty in the first 
few minutes at Wembley, prob- 
ably because I haven’t played 
for seven weeks,” he said, but 
his performance delighted his 
coach, John Lang. 

tang, an accomplished Test 
hooker hims elf in his playing 
days, has a soft spot for other 
practitioners of the art. “Steve 
Writers showed that he is &ill 
right up there,” he said after 
Australia's comprehensive vic- 
tory. “It gave me a bit of a buzz 
to see him play so weft because 
I regard him as one of our all- 
time great hookers.” 

Wallers is wajy of the com- 
petition from inside and outside 
the Australian squad. “Craig 
Gower prefers booker to half- 
back and he’s got 13 years on 
me,” he said thoughtfully. 
“Then there's Luke Priddis, 
who was my deputy at Can- 
berra. He probably had some 
effect on them letting me go.” 

Walters has also faced the 
challenge from British hookers 
from Martin Dermott onwards. 
“I haven't played against James 
Lowes before, but he’s probably 
closest to my style. No, he’s 
probably got a bit more skill with 
the ball than me. I tend to just 
see a gap and run.” 

He makes that sound sim- 
ple, but even in the twilight of 
his career nobody does it better. 


*>> 


$*] 


suggestion that . we were 
favoured.” 

Lang is waiting to see 
whether Bradley Clyde, who 
missed the first Test with a calf 
injury, will be fit before naming 
his side for Old Trafford. Ryan 
Girdler and Gorden Tallis are 
others carrying slight injuries, 
but both are expected to be fir. 

Ticket sales for Saturday’s 
game have topped 30,000, with 
the gate likely to exceed Wemb- 
ley's 41,000. 

Leeds have signed Marc 
Glanvfile of tbe Newcastle 
Knights. Glanville, who played 
loose forward in their winning 
Grand Final team last month, 
has agreed a two-year contract /. 
and will arrive to start pre- * 
season training in December. 

- Dave Hodfidd 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carfing Premiership 
1 Baa&um v Enerton 


2 Coventry v Newcastle _ 


21 Che ma r fi aM <r Grimsby. 

22 Luton v Preston 

23 MBnef v Cerfsto. 


3 Crystal Pskace v Anon VBe . 

4 Leeds v Darby . 


3 Lh wr pool v Tt x ton hwn 


6 Sheffield Wtatoeeday v Bolton . 

7 Southampton v Barnsley 


24 * Oktem v (Mtogharn 

25 Ptymoufo v Bournemouth, 
28 Southend v Wigan _____ 
27 wabaS v yyabcpfri 


.Void 
X 


Ptoytng Sunday. Dundee Utd v Aberdeen 

First Division 

44 Ayr v Hamflton 


46 FefckkvStirtng 


Ptoytng Stmtay: Arsenal v Manc h ester 
Utd; Cneteea v West I 


aawhttheni eNanhw toto n. 
29 Ybik v Wycanfce 


48 Marion v St Mien . 

47PhrtWcvAWrw 

48 Ratth v Owdee 


l Ham. 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 
8 Btortnghomv Norwich ___ 


9 Buy v Portsmouth . 


• Ptoytng Frtrtay: Okftam v GWngham. 
Third Division 

30 Barnet v Doncaster. 1 

37 Brighton v Ftotherh»n__ 2 

32 Cantffv Torquay i 


Second Division 
49 Brechin v Sbanrmr. 
- <3yda v Eaa FHe 


- Clydebank v Portor. 


10 Crewe v Oxford Utd . 


.1 33 Hill v Smnbuy. 


11 tCctfeataou^iv OPR. 

12 Reeling v Stockport. 

13 Stoke vWNves.. 


34 Leyton Orient v Chester . 


14 Swdertend « Nottm Forest 

15 Swindon v Bradford Qty_— 


36 MaodesfieU v Cambridge Utd . 

38 Mensflekt v Scarborough 

37 Notts Cou«y v Enter . 


16 Termers v Port Vtoe 


17 West toomwleh v Chertton , 


38 Peterborough v Datogferr . 

39 Rochdale v Colchester , 


- tovemees CT v StenhoueamUr. 

- Queen of South « Livingston j. 

Thin! Division 

- AfcloijRwOTvftoss County-. 

- Aloe v Durtoarton 

- Arbroath v Berwick. 


Ptaytng Friday: Manchester Oty v Hjd- 
■ - Suwtoy: fpewWi v SfwteSd Utd. 


- Sawithffpe v Kerdepoal 

- Swansea v Lincoln Ctty _ 


- ConQsnbeath v Montrose. 


derefML 
Second Division 

18 Blackpool v Burasy 


8eQ% Scottish League 
Premier Divirion 
40 Hearts v Hbenan . 


19 Brentford v Bristol Ctty . 


20 Bristol Rwere v Putoam 


41 tyfotherwel v Khnamor* 

42 Rangers v Celtic. 


.1 43 St Johnstone v Dunternone 


- Oueetfa Pari, v East Srrthg ______ 

Uw gwft tild. 


*• 


■) 
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Land of opportunity takes 
Essex boy to Hollywood 


Pat Byrne was mucking out stables 
m Surrey two decades ago JhT 
tired of ‘Dickensian* r- J- . uhen > 

t ra ve.,edtoCe^“ nd ' t,0nS - he 

On Saturday, at Hollywood Park. 

Byrne fields three strong 

contenders for honours in the 

f. reed f rs ' Cu P* sports Ridi ard 
Edmondson from Los Angeles. 

^ arrived America 19 yeare 

gg thf w ^- not you Lid 

111 ° n Saturday the 

Rx>mford-bo ra trainer has strong prosL^ 
of emulating D *feyn e Lukas fX 
at a Breeders' Cup m£2 
It’s the sort of stoiy that foments in every poor 
mmd in the United States. ’ * X3 ° 

Pat Byrne has made it in America like he 
rauld not have in Britain. You can tell he has 
a chip on his shoulder aboui this because he 
tells you so many times that he hasn't. “This 
wouldn’t have happened for me in England 
and I would probably have been somebody’s 
travelling head lad," he says. “The only suc- 
cess story from the bottom you hear about 
is Bany Hills. Now he plays the role. You’d 
think he was royalty when you speak to him." 

Byrne's family traces back in racing five 
generations on the paternal side. He believes 
his affinity with the thoroughbred comes from 
his forefathers who worked horses on the 
Curragh. ‘Tve always thought I was talent- 
ed with an intuition for horses." he says. “It's 


natural for me, it comes easy. You’re deal- 
ing with flesh and blood, so you need an eye 
for iL” 

This skill, however, was not immediate- 
ly obvious to bis first employers in Britain 
and Byrne's days as an apprentice passed 
without a single ride in public. “Reg Akehurst 
didn't do me any favours. He worked my arse 
off," he says. T became more than handy with 
a pitchfork because I mucked out 20 stalls 
a day. It was Dickensian.” 

It was the time of punk rockers, Slarsky 
and Hutch were on ihe television, and 
Byrne got on his bike. He seems to have been 
wherever they race horses, working in 
France, Belgium and Ireland, with Australia 
also on his list. But it was when he landed 
in the United States that he heard cherubs 
trumpeting in the sky. "As soon as I came over 
I thought this was the place for me. I had 
that gut feeling,” he says. “It’s absolutely true 
that this is the land of opportunity. Lf you 
work hard, it happens.” 

Now, at 41, following 11 years with a li- 
cence of his own, virtually the only link he 
maintains with the land of his birth is the pro- 
nunciation of ihe “f” in Bethnal Green, where 
he once lived. He is now a citizen of the Unit- 
ed States, which has given him everything he 
owns, and his memory of the old country is 
hardly enhanced as the purpose of recent re- 
turn visits has been to bury bis parents. 

Byrne’s main barn of 30 horses is at 
Louisville, Kentucky, where, at the spring and 
summer meeting this year he saddled 14 win- 
ners from 17 starters, including nine races 
in a row. His client list has swollen to include 


such as Robert Songster, for whom be sad- 
dles Panama City at Santa Anita today. The 
precious cargo that has been shipped to Hol- 
lywood Park is comprised of Favorite Trick 
and Countess Diana, respectively market 
leaders for the juvenile events, and Richter 
Scale, who, despite his name, has not been 
employed in southern California before. 

This contingent is being guarded by an ex- 
traordinary figure called Richard Kluck, a 
bald nightwatchman so physically fierce it is 
debatable whether night itself ever visits bam 
63 north. Dick (you can call him that when 
your newspaper publishes in another conti- 
nent) likes a tattoo and his approach is more 
Cape Fear Lhan a little carnation on the shoul- 
der blade. In fact, you can get a decent hand 
of gin rummy from the playing cards he has 
imprinted across his Himalayan torso. 

Kluck has trained with the Navy Seals and 
is a bouncer (o the stars. "He takes care of 
David Schwimmer and Bob Hope," Byrne 
says. “This week he's keeping the bad guys 
away from the horses.” 

The horses themselves look magnificent, 
hard, shellac finishes to their coats a unit- 
ing feature. On their afternoon walks they 
are quiet with their heads bowed, as if kneel- 
ing on a pew cushion. Their trainer is a lit- 
tle more animated as the day approaches 
when the whole of Britain’s racing commu- 
nity may be alerted to the mistake it made 
in letting him go. “The level we’re on now 
is incredible," Byrne says. “People want to 
know what we are having for breakfast I’D 
be disappointed now if I win just one. FD set- 
tle for three wins.” 



Byrne: ‘more than handy with a pitchfork’ Photograph: Edward Whitaker 


Stoute plays down Singspiel scare 


The temperature has damaged 
Britain’s prospects evety time 
the Breeders' Cup has been run 
^t a warm venue, but the heat 
'•/vbich threatened the team 
leader yesterday came from 
within. 

. Singspiel has developed a 
foot problem, and while its ef- 
fect is said to be minimal it is 
hardly the preparation Michael 
Stoute would wish for his 
horse. Ladbrokes have pushed 
the five-year-old's Classic odds 
out to 5-4 (from evens). 


Stoute has been caught in 
some amusing situations these 
last few days. He was cycling 
near Venice Beach the other 
morning when almost in col- 
lision with a female 
rollerblader, and yesterday 
there was an interview for 
Japanese television via an in- 
terpreter which achieved lit- 
tle more than establishing the 
trainer's name." *'■ 

Singspiel’s setback has done- 
no thing to damage the gener- 
al levity of bis guardian. “It’s a . 


throbbing thing [with 
Singspiel],” he said yesterday. 
“Tm sure you've had one of 
those. 

“There was a little problem 
last evening. Singspiel devel- 
oped a pulse in his foot and we 
were rather concerned. But he 
jyfine this morning and he will 
trot today and work on the 
course tomorrow and Thursday. 
I can live with it ! • ■ 

- -TVdwouldJbave given bim- 
a little canter but he’ll do that 
tomorrow ndw. He could prob- 


ably have stfll done it today but 
I didn’t want to risk him. He 
has not bruised a foot He will 
run on Lasix, like he did last 
year." By Saturday, it is hoped, 
he will also run on four sound 
limbs. 

BRSDER? CUP TURF. (Hollywood 
Part, Saturday): Tbtoc 11-8 SfngepM, 
11-2 Bargte, Prince, 8-1 CNsf 

Besrhaart 12-1 Marxian & Rajpou^ W-1 
Donee Desffyi & Flag Dram. Mfltam Hfe 
U-10 Srngspirt, 6-1 Vaft Prince, 7-1 Bor- 
gia. 8-1 Chief Bearheart, 12-1 Ftag 
Down, Majorien S Ftejpouta 16-1 Awed 
& Donee Design. 

- Richard Edmondson 


ts Good** 
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**' 

0 
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NEWTON ABBOT 


HYPERION 

1.20 Tight Fist 3.20 Or Leunt (nb) 

1.50 Reach The Clouds 3^0 TWal Force 
220 See More Business 420 St MelUon Stream 

2.50 River Challenge 


GOING: Good to Firm. Rain forecast 

• Lott-hand, sharp, course with short run-la _ , _ . __ 

# Ccarse O north oftown on A38Q Nowlon AdOot irtlstadonl ndewajt AW^SKJNs 

TbttorsaBs CIO; Course £5. Accompanied wideMSs tree CAB PARK: On rale £150, re- 
0HLE/UDMGTRA1NB1S (FW6YEAR RECORD): MP|pt- 

gross a success ratio of 279%, P Hobbs SO-W (3U%) P Nfctiofis 34-134 (2M%) R 
Ftnst 21*223 (&4%V 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Punwoorl yj- 58 wins fr om «) 

322%. A P McCoy 63-188 (319%). D Bridgwater 24-777 P05%) M A Fitzgerald 

• FAVOURffiS: 202 wins In 073 races (434%) 

BUNKCTED FIRST TftC: None. 


FORM GUIDE 

The two races SS MORE BUSINESS gw Dorans Pdde in bteend Iasi season marked 
hfrn down as sn rntcap U trel novice and It woted bo a shame H ha had to mbs what is 
an Use! race Ibr ho rvhm. Thnsavertynarokl morahrunbetenii h three point-to-paHs 
and ihraa ttraw over tarda* had a taw problems wtth gore shtasJot season and the 
rity realy lathe bril for him when he eventuaBygatsIhe soft grauto he wants, it is po&- 
sUs he cold bo dH Id Chepstow* Rahaanal Chase without a prop race tubas the rata 
gats Mo W fyowid.- yet m least comatatans hm a good second etrtig In General 
crack, who needs decent ground to be soan el his bait and Is unbeaten "n al sbt com- 
pleted outings osar fence* inckxfrg last aaasorfc Mercedes Benz Chase at Chepstow 
oy an oesy 2T lengths from Evangaflea and Kamptonte Charisma. A sight tog intoy has 
kept him off Ihe course since he stopped 1 dead three out h ihe Hanrasay tael Nmem- 
ber. • SetactkHE SEE MORE BUSMESS 


2.50 



ROGERS OF PLYMOUTH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2,925 added 3m 3f 

83P-1 MY® CHAUENffi (14) (Mitotan Rark facing ■) J Upeon 8 11 3 Rasps 

PPM U TOMMY COOPER (14) pGrflh.EDea8*BWtan) Ms B Vtaing 6 It 3 E Byrne 

PP4-B DOLCE NOTTEp) (Gouty Store* (ScmBratDH**io» Lid) Mf^ja 7 C 12 A P McCoy 

OPf BOY BUBTBl (SOI) (Fractatk Grey) FG^'B®U_ BPrarM 

25400 &JlEGOVBBK)R(n (VteteamScbantite) N Lamport 6* * CUMb(5) 

9V4P- LAURBIS TBEASOTE (260) (WssHJ Bow) M®SWBE«ieBt30 BFsoBm 

330- ROYAL POT BLACK (224) (A Lute) PHsbbl 8 Dll RDowndy 

FP/F- UPTON GALE p7l? (Ms J Deri*) W Darts 7 0® llrT Denta (7) 


RQPP4 


MsRfandaanSOO N Buete fap) 

SBmough 


/S&S3 POOH SUCK (IS) [RU hob, 

1908: no coriHpcndns race 


With 


: no ccnesprwaiB mmi GUIDE 

a ted st Martel Rasen and Haetod.te a 

- and frank^sy to win MmprwfwW 

beiowlhateg^Wftg jMSUrt teTbackencl Hsoomaback 
laced h rwtftees ^ h at £xe»r a forwirfrl ago was 


31FV2D VIA IM. QUATRO (13) (l M£ibsN R McGmsth A DM) J MNns 5 10 6 J IMBpny 
-llMdaietf- 

BETTBfG: M Rfiw CtaOnn 11-4 Royal Pot BM* 7-a Dotes NoOs, M ate Oovarao; 1M 
■BJinmy Cooper, »-l Ws Dal OuMro, 25-1 Lsursnl Bsssura, 3M Upton 80-1 ottwis 
1008: Kmda Cmlr 8 DVB Anton &fl fw fQ £Udnd It ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RIVER CHAULENGE, Bnllad to Juat ana outing aarfy on bBtsaann resopeared after 
14 months to beet; the won-money tnaoulM LombartSc over fere krtongstess M EseSsr 
a fa t nltf rlaga With the runnsr-up not qulf getting home and the second twountebe- 

3 withdrawn al the start. FBver Chdenga had things made aasier far Km, tat ft was 
a good effort aftsr a lengthy abaance and stamtne won tha day Thta vtp should wit 
him even more. It was only an egg and spoon race Dolce Nona won atussiton but a 
dsanr view of her abWy was shown whsn she stayed on again behind Slowing Rock 
81 over two mtoa at Cheitanham last week, it seamed last season aa H she world be 
more suited by longer dstsncea, than again this to an axtnvna trip and It ramahs to t» 
seen whether aha tee the naesaaary stamina. Ette Governor was al r&d h week sar- 
tyseason races and the btggett danger could eaaly be Royet Pot Black onhisiw- 
ding debut He made the frama in al tour strata h dacart Ptt FUb 
B eeson and shaped Me a stayer each time. 


Selection: RIVER 


company mt 
CHALLENGE 


|q on! GEOFFREY BOND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £\OJOOO 
J \ added 3m 2f IIQvds 

t 58S&-1 'DRLHIKTflfl (FVfcrEnwfy) P Hotta B T1 5 RDtawnody 

2 21TS1 GALAI»SO«JAIC{7)(D)fBLBk»r»MPMchtfc7T10.___ — — APlfcCOy 


tmt- STBONQ CHAUWAN (193) ^ CO (Boonsnouti)) P Nkhota 6 It D.-TJ 

20FM -BLASS HRACLE (149 (MsRGHBntanson)MsRHsndmon5D7 D 

-tdMM- 


ssassfisSsar-Baas 


BETTWO: « Dr Lsuot, 13-fl Satma Chahnwo, 11-2 Qsktotori Jus, 50-1 Btsdng IGrads. 
1996: no correspandng ran 

FORM GUIDE 

if the mirr has got into (he ground, there ia a good chance of Strang Ctwtrann iftsst- 
tlrm DH LEUNT ewer this pxlrems efiatanoa Strong Chobman van unbeaten h freo poM- 
to-pdkrte last seasoa stiowinfl planty c# stamha ond also an ab®y to rpiefcan M the 
and oi N« rwasa. Orty sbt. hate reproving as ha strengthe ns and Is a horae with a dafr 
Wtofutuo. The world was Dr l^rrtk oyster as a JuwrBehiirrfar only for hM total vlc- 


1.50 


. O sail mil ‘SHE’S FINALLY GONE’ HANDICAP HUR- 

««53aSS5sss 

SAM ROCKETT sS 


_AF McCoy 


o5« I 

PS0S3 ffORTW™J®r 


.* 

■r 

m 

A 

Jf 


js* • 

,J. 

■r*. 

lA 

: ,.x _ 

I*-' 

is- 


V 


199fcnotsw«8pondngrac8 foMW 1 !*, hashadaritebraakrtwifln. 

iViMm haul 


afra a year oft He did. however, put in some fair ruts, notably at CheltBftiarn and Ain- 
tree, and onlha aridshca Swuld haw Ihe necessary Man**. Time was planty to Bra 
about his chasing debut at Exetor a fortn^ftagoh even <f he had Rtle to beat GaM*- 
sod Jana won four ttmea over huUas test season and recently added a fbulhBuesasB 
over fences to her nema She has more than earned har com but migfn stnngto in Hits 
mrwi»racaesperraiVlf^tP>uteAtera . SatocUon: OT L&JNT 


13.50 


WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £8,000 
added 2m 61 

8111-3 DflHAUDAHCSt(W)TOJW)fflECaBiMftaB71l B- 2 A P McCoy 

ED33- mUBKEPM (F8(5P)(«nS aknMJ0M4H5 MA~ ' 

2KN- 5TVILE (158) (C) (□} etibzh Rachg) R Buddar 11 OB 

05-Rn imFoiiana|teiBawa)Pt*mB»7 


m ™iS 


^"^HANPK^CHASElCLASS^OAX.a^ 

an 2f 1 1 W* „ nw .«! asaaSSr !»■ a 1 ™?® 


FOB.G1KK 

tmund often leads to an upaet in ft hon* form, but then wa* a Rtte bit of 
Hi! whwnfoAL FORCE won the second of Kb two races war a futandand a half less 
at Chepstow and ha should be abb to copa if the rah afara ihe going. Tidal ferae has 
mora tSnrwle up for putting Rlcterd Dumsoodytimighfts rata* Exsar In Sep. 

hteSsrrw&ton ol Drasaminarn^ by teatntf UsuOtiTut 

Kr by fl« lengths off 8 BbftWernwH- Ateatfi ioj anotterWj, hr wiMmes^ 
Dfinfl Dwcer b a tnudi genuine psrftnner won thras ion the ires Intha spring 
raid the run came to an and only when he was tried over fences at littMter in Jura, 
The no doubt hare h*h ft ond weB after* break but hcouU be asking slot 

fj U. to concede 20(b to an Improving novice BtattdMFome.Tkm has shown that In- 
dgnt pwaar M a bit on hte pte» whan orfr third bMM Klmeacash and Tlutche* 

ataiaassK 

5Std ItSSSsnMW^ SefadfcraUQAL FORCE 


450 


J C MILTON TVE FOUND LOVE AT HIGHBURY OPEN 
N.H. FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m ff 




56- C0SYRC6 
■EA9TD0NI 


ST MBJJOk STREAM (3 Msfcn Estates UdJM Pips 5 T1 4. 

• TUDOR 8LflWEfDP«tMPP«JJBt)J3 . 


^AP McCoy 
.SBunoogh 


BCTTWR M*Mon Scram. 7- 2a»el MhMls»ra8, 1 1-2 Cray Rtds, w atdos OcW Oust. 

SIBSSSSBSfesw— 


KEMPTON 


HYPERION 

1^0 Yet Again SLO MENESONIC (hap) &30 Mor- 
gans HID 3.0 Monymoss 3.30 Shekels 4.0 Fly- 
ing Fiddler 


04- BRESPRAY (319) Its S Snflh B 0 D.. 


.R Guest 

031 FP/ FOR JOSH (S13) U5P1b«nfilByBl0tl. — MrPTbwnsiey 

3F JOUyJAIES (18) l*sM Jones® DByms 

aeOU KMGHIBBRDGESCOr(B21) MnVIWsro6 Vt>. — 

D IrJinw nn 

i l- _ j- « -l- » l r W jauraidl 

JOsbtsna 

■LAapsip) 


GOING: Chase cousa - Good; hude oourae - Good (Good to 
Firminptecm) 

• Right-hend course. Practically fiaL Ruvln of 200yti_ 

• Racecouse to on A306tf Snibury. Katiptan Parit rdway ata- 
Bon ac|okn coma AD4MBSSION: CUiandlteiBraafacorTtinad 
endosira EU SMnr Ring C& AccompanM chlrkon under- a Bee 
CAR RARK: Rea. 

• LEADING TRAlfERS: D Mchotson a-fiB (Z7S%) K BaBoy D- 
SO |MU M Pipe twa (204%) R Alnar 943 (03%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Oabome 27-99 (273%) A Maguire 25- 
95 (2R3%) 14 A Fttzgeraid 17-96 (173%) A P McCoy B-CS (13B%) 

• FAVOURfTES: 111-278 (402%) 

BUMKBtB> FIRST TME: None 


7 MORGANS HU. OShraod 5 ««- 

8 QIXS- H&MG MAN (23Q J Gtferd 8 D D — 

9 DO40- 5C0RMG PSMGfS (1*) J •**« 5 13 D — A Thcmtol 

* IP000- YOUNG TYCOON (N^p8(Q A JMson 810 tl—LHanny 

11 SWHG0ANCSl(Pt2} 3Dow5«5 DBrtfgsMar 

-11 dactend- 

BBTWG: 1 M Scoring Fsilgna, 4-1 Morgans HB, S-1 Shining Dancer, 
11-8 Kn^Nsfarirtga Scot, 8-1 RWng Han, 10-1 Braspray, Jody James, 
HMothan 


3.00 


1 on | BONFIRE PARTY CONDITIONAL JOCK- 
, *■ 1 EYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£3,000 added 2m 

218- YET AGAIN (FBI) Gay Knfanay 5 8 D Rltwraton 

8BP4- NOPKnBtN(1B4)QLMxse5l13— MBMcbskir(q 

3054* SPfWIFAimE (S) {D) J Long B Til Pfantiy 

31/ IQMBBfi (IT2U) (D) G Nntm B t)5 LAspal 

-toa TANGO MAN @ (D) J 09*>5 DO J Mngsa 

flBP- A1XA MTEHMATIONAL (209) 1*3 P Tcwndsy 5 13 0 

; . XAtrywu 

SQO 0IGmsrnp)JBndgv7D0 ^SopNsMREhat 

-Ti ‘ 


GUY FAWKES HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

22F4-1 MONYMOSS (15) (D)lksSSnihB CO JIGunt 

MMl SOU) GENT pB) (p) A P Janas 8 II 8 SMcNal 

/E22- HKH L£ARE (217) (BF) A H Harwy 7 fl 3_J A McCarthy 

W253 BAYBTOfl5)W(BF) JOShes BT1 D R Thornton (3) 

1PF1F/ SAN FERNANDO (B29) J Gttfcrd 51 C 13 PHMe 


54+64 LAKEOFLOUQHREA03)KBBlBy7tn3_JtTborTeDoB 

-edaefarad- 

BETTBIG: 3-1 Manyawsa, 114 8oio Gsrt, W BayenL 1 VSI Lsfcn Of 
Loughrm. 6-1 Son Fonando, 13-2 High Lswla 


weigtt TOtsL Tiuo hanticap wagtts: ’Bmgo Man Bit 122b. AAa bh 
anatamf JW % /Xgpaa Bar Ul 

KTTWttW YWAgMa, M NoRMtem. K SpiMfayi*B-1 tago Man, 
19-1 Ata toteraadonaL 14-1 Ktotesra, 1S-1 Ugriast 


2.00 


GUNPOWDER PLOT NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

3S3-1 MB48SOWC (18) (D) R Aher 711 A Ifimkai 


O on! PARLIAMENT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
- - I D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

•1 5 m- WHO AM I (17B) [D)fl Ahar711 B. A Thornton 

2 P/221- BOUHBaNCOUHlYptl] liras Wtan 711 0..Rfanart 

3 180- LETS BE FRANK (2*8) (D) (BO N Chance 6 11 OR Jofnson 

4 48229- OPBtErrO(nB)MraSNock71IO JRKanmtfi 

5 m P- ROYAL RAVB4 pSS) (D) J GHotd fl 71 0 PHkto 

8 340P SHKHS p8) CEtoateB 11 0 GBraday 

7 281 P- SntMQ BALE (204) m 0 Staraead 8 11 D_~JOsbarat 

-7tfsdarad- 

BETTING: 54 8prtng QMs, TI-4 Lata Ba Frank, 5-1 vno Am 1,7-1 Op- 
•rsttn, Ro«M Rawm, H Slwkalt, 12-1 Botrtoo County 


PRMJP BBBULBM(13) JUNre71l 0. 


.P fanNy 0) 


340P- BTS HARBOUR (251) 0 Sherwood 8 11 0 JOstaras 

4 4JQSS- KUflNGTON pl9) J GHxd S 11 0 PMk 

-ArJsciarad- 

BETUNa 11-10 M —e cnl c, 116 KWngtorLS-l Bfe fatho m 33-1 Ben- 
brdUi 


4.00 


2.30 


FIREWORK NIGHT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 5f - 

BALLAD ROCKET MJ Roberts 5 i)0 .J>fanfsy(» 

00- CHARUE BANKER (2B4) KBute5DD__RThonilm(^ 


CATESSY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5,000 added 3m 110yds 

1 G83P41 SMITH TOO (11) (D) UrsJRnjsnBTI t) RFtefBrt 

2 408-1 RWG FDDLS (18) (C) 11 JRobVbfi V 9P Hodsy B 

3 23331- ROKAL PIPB) (NZ) (217) (D) AJWfccnDH 8—Lfansy 

4- 4035- SMUGGLHTS POMT pB4) J ftidger 7 11 1 

SapNeUBctaeaffi 

5 3P-340 JOVIAL MAN (1^ R OSlMvan 8 1) 9 JOsbcnw 

-SdnAnd- 

BETraiQ: »6 Rytag FWcflar.3-1 Snlhlba. Roys! Pte 7-1 aougMoris 
PataLB-1 JovfalhBi 


HAYDOCK 


HYPERION 

1.10 Ftoundry Lane 1 M Mithraic Z1 0 Suas Leat 
2.40 TTirower 3.10 Foreign Ride 3.40 Bayllne 
Star 4.10 Bramblefilll Duke 


O 40 1 GERARD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
— I D) £3,750 added 2m 


mae- PHZBiQnER pr^ (C) (Bf^ b ubmAd o fi o_ 


GOWG: Good 

• Left-bend cowee with impoWng drop fsnees end na+ki of two 
Askings. 

• Racacoune Is near Junction of A580 and M& Newton station 
aa ADMfSSfON: Candy Stand TMtoraals £9; faWBn Stand 
E4 (OAFa hatt-prica in'dltErsals and Newton Sttnd) CAR PARK: 
Rea. 

• LEADfiG TRAINBIS: U Pipe 25-114 (219%) G ffidwds 23^7 
PIM%) NIMstonAniaa 17-62 (274*4 Nfa «« RaveMy 1268 [214%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: C UowaHyn n-42 (262%), A Dobbin 71- 
83 (173%) A Magufra KM3 (233%) P Nhen 7-58 ftS£5%). 

• FAVOURITES: 123-299 («U«l 
BUNKB&D HRSTTWE TWo For One (340) 


-MrJLUmnflgn 
.1D30- CatUW EXPRESS 04^ (OJA Snsetor 5 nil — TEkqr 

K»- QUA NGO (2C3 ) J FtoGaraidB Tl 2 PCartwny 

52*5- REN TERNBI (195) (b) F MiWi 5 f) 13 A Dubbin 

S603 rMADREAMm(18)Dnkfa>Mfa«M7D71 


9444/1 THKJWBK 
00456 SABfTI 
330*1 


BETTING: M Thrower; 3-1 
7-1 PrtatelghtK 8-1 F4u 


>Hdgtoy K 


|61)V. 

I F Jordan 9 S B—JI M*juto 
|(D) JEmrS TOO- J Supple 

•1 Orwigo, 5-1 Stent Oal, 8-1 CantaurEsprass, 
Tkrrfal Pm A Draenw; 28-1 Gaoerafa Ordera 


3.10 


If ini THOMSON LOCAL NOVICE HURDLE 
LllirJ (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

-CUtantya 


81 PRINCE K3N8KY (T3) (D) J CU4T1 4.. 


22 CULDESAppC) (IS) SBnteatiBr6 VC SWynra 

46025/ CUHBirHOmrr 


rps^ U farnmand 6 82 . 
2259- FnSTUGHTC253)JJQ*iri5Y>e. 


.RGntty 

.Alfalfa 


HXMSRV LANE Ruby SAC PMvsn 

0*2- LANDLHt (FI38) P| J tartar 4 1) 12 E CNtaghKi (3) 

OCEAN SnEAM(F21l)L Bertel 4 t)B DGsasgfwr 

Of 0RAN6E PLACE > V 6 B Lfanfasi S 1? tLMr J L Lte wte Nn 

05/ PENIREfTYNNOR (511)JBtny5D tt DPtetar 

60863 RUNFORTHEMa(11)JJtelstaon5 0aJLKSnMl(7) 

W SHBMZ.(P12) NTHfarSU* A S Smtt 

4- TROUBLED MAN (214) GRcfanfe 6 012 ADobbta 

DAINTY DAMSa. (IB R Woodmen 4 * 7 WDwi 


B1RCHFIELD JUVENILE NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 3YO 2m 


* LEVITICUS (21 ){Bf) Tirana jcrararai 

23 BBT/LLUM f!3) M Hpa If 0 MrGBkttfi) 

BO DAtffiBl K Hogg 11 0 DBmitin 

82 DUNSTON BEL @3} G Boned B 0 ADobbta 

TORBGN RULE (FlOJJJBnktaB 710 Afanfca 

0 HDCHHBCER (aq R Mbodhtua 71 0 WDwn 

MPS8AL m METBC (F22) J J OM B D R Mc&altl (9 
INGLmOROUGH {F14) D Moffat 11 8 DJ” ” 


5 NOHTtHM FLAffli (K® J HtynBS 7! D Dftrtar 

033 NORTHSMIUBino (Si) MsM Rnetay 11 D~_P Wna 
RUSSIAN ASPECT (FIS) M W Eratarty 11 OP Udgiiy P5 
SANDBAGGHUGAM FB3) M IN Eratarfa 11 0 PcSny 

AAOOX JVE f12fl) U Hanroond * R GwiSty 

LDCH4i8#l LADY (Ff^ KHaggDB N Rxtar 


StSIT VALLEY (F14J Ifag LSUdte *9.. 
-Udactarod- 


■~S Wynne 


0 DAINIY DAMSa. (1^1 
FUNKY (F2B) PJsRtan4 107. 


KTTPiaa-l LateUnw, 136 Ss ntfM BB Wte ate n . 7-1 Fortegn Rrfa, 6-1 
Bsr yBm. ft nsbrn Aspect, faksbmi Jhe, 12-1 Narthern Ratei. North- 
•rn Mafatro, 14-1 ultras 


_P Carter* 


UEADOtf BUJ* (Fm) Un L Sddal 4 D 7 C Metes 

-iBdeefaad- 

BETTINQ: 186 Fuuntky lam, 7-2 Priam IQnsfcy, M Cal ds Sac; 8-i 
FHt U^t, 181 TrtnUod Man, 1M Crsrsnl Moay, Lnrlar, 16-1 attars 


\3A0 


1.40 


PRESTON AMATEUR RIDERS' HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3£50 added 
2m 4f 

1 1-2344 NORDIC BREEZE Mlfat 5 120 MrGBU<0V 

2 30342 MITHRAIC (42) W Cmfa^wn 5 IT 0 — Mr S Dura* p) 

3 5494- CAJHERWE1J CHOKE pH) M farm«nil4 106 

— — Mr CBumar (^ 

'4 F32E* CARLISLE BAMXR78 08^ J8vry 8 104 

„MtasPRubsr»(^ 

G &SF- QRCUAnON (328) (C) D McCBh 11 100—1*0 Lflta (7) 
6 00U0P- IBCKLEJOE{m(D) M'6toflt)0™J(rOlkf J bNI(7) 

-Bdadarod- 

Aftanrin wsfeit 1C* True hancksp wo(>Str CtaArtn M 71b, MsUe 
Job M2 (x 

B6TT1IG: 2-1 wunic, >4 Nordic Brans; 7.2 Csdbfs BsntBn's, 4-1 
Crinritfs Wteca, 1M OraANfcM.aM McttiJoa 


GLENGOYNE HIGHLAND MALT 
WHISKY NOVICECHASE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 3m 

1 3KKP TWO FOR ONE £) (D) MBs LftaaM 8 11 tt .PCartary B 

2 83225- ALASKAN HBB (183) (Bf) A SUaetar 811 2 TBwV 

3 IP2S2- BAYUNES1Mi(17a MraHKrM|7712 JQdotY 

4 5W- THE PWBIS P3a R NTtestarvOBfas 6712. CUraefan 

-4dadared- 

BETTWG: 66Tha Plans, W Beyflne Star, 14-1 Alaslan fair, 18-1 Tmt 
Ft* One 


4.10 


2.10 


GAMEKEEPERS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 2m 

1 2S-33U SPAMSH LIGHT (5) (CD) AJEtarimBtS CO — PMven 

2 TOM- HONYHAN (IflB) pfl (BF) M Hramond 7 it D„ 

R Sanity 

3 22333- BAHHA^HIAB0Y(S4)(P) WJorfoSfl B T Junto 

4 frPSH REGAL BCSflP£H^)(D) (W) MnSSndhBD B 

™QFRjw® 

5 06111 SUAS LSD (Z^p^JJgfiEBBl 7107^— E Cs fa flhan fll 

-Stfsdnd- 

reTTWG: 6-4 Sues Uat, 3-1 Mmyawi, 4-1 Spstetei Ujyt, 86 Rfate 
fanp«;7-l Barrage*™ Boy 


WEATHERBYS ‘STARS OF TOMOR- 
ROW OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £1,550 added 2m 

ffi®®i®7lW pD »fcn571 n .C Maude 

5 B 6 -A Roche 

«■ **5^ c Hf , 60) Jfatiy47i4.„ .^PRubetsH 

K» U« SSMh 5 11 4 rTryS § 


- MW3DEN D Mchckon 4 U 4 , 


.PCartmy 


«■ ^ c ™*°P«)JRtiGerted5Ti4 rumany 

AAZAM C tent 4 71 4 _ JlZb 2 

M^JgWDMeffat4ll4 _DjSS 

THBteicTu8SRnba>njEa4ll4 WDm 

**■ ]^^C^J6rih5fl4_-^ZIw!*S 

► SSEH^fflSSJtrzi-s: 

^ssfaS&aasaBra 




Maguire is 

upstaged by 
Flagship 


Viking Flagship got the better 
of old partner Adrian Maguire 
at Exeter yesterday. The 10- 
year-old won the Haldoo Gold 
Cup Chase in the hands of 
Richard Johnson, beating by 
five lengths Maguire's mount 
Mulli g an , the better fancied of 
the two stablemates. 

David Nicholson, who trains 
both, said later “Adrian did not 
pick to ride Mulligan - I told 
him to. I wanted him on Mul- 
ligan as it was important to get 
him jumping as he'd been on 
the floor on his final two runs 
last year.” 

Dues ‘unlucky’ 

Early bunching which forced 
Harbour Dues to come from 
well off the pace may have cost 
him victory, the jockey Ray 
Cochrane said after the British 
challenger’s fast -finishing 
fourth in the yesterday’s Mel- 
bourne Cup. 

“There was a lot of scrim- 
maging in the straight the first 
time round," Cochrane said. 

Frankie Dettori, rider of 
the Queen’s Arabian Story, 
who finished sixth, said the 
grey could get closer to success 
if he ran in the Cup in 1998. 

RESULTS 


EXETER 

1.20: 1. KING OP THE DAWN (C 
LtaMlyn) 9-2; 2. Htaanonto 4-1 ; X FBI 11* 
BIB 3-1 jttev. 11 ran. 3-1 jt tav VlagsKlng 
(4th) 5. 4. (N Michel. Pkfdtotranthida) 
Tote: £580; CTSft SMRQ £150 DF: £2090 
CSF: £2238. Trio: £2290 

ISO: 1. THE BREWER (R Befamy) 
Evens far; 2. Wtetor** Dosflny 7-2; 3. Queen 
of The Suk 50-1 6 ran. B, cist (J Tuck, Did- 
merton)Tbfa: £170; £140 £240 DF: £390 
CSF: £457 

22ft 1. VIKING FLAGSHIP (RJohnscn) 
9-1 ; 2. Mulligan 2-1 ; a Gates Cavalier 7-2 
8 ran. 7-4 lav Ask Tom (piteed up) 5, dtet 
(D Nchobon, Temple Guting) Tote £980; 
£230 £200 DF: £1150 CSF: E282L 
250: 1.ABAVARD (J FrasQ 5-1 ; 2. POo- 
go Ufaring 7-2 2 Shining Ugh! 3-1 lav. 0 
ran. a 12 (fl Frost Buckfasduigh) Tote 
£770; £330 £220 DR £1330 CSF: £S75. 

32ft 1. GROUND NUT (R DLIMOOdy) 
7-1; 2 Ambfankfa 9-2 2 2Abndi 10-T1 fai 
6 ran. a 4. (R Bucktn Bridpon).Tbte £130; 
£350 £2X1 DF: £890 CSF; £3232. Nun an- 
ner Giosvenor HeaDv 

2S0: 1. HANDSON (D Stefa) 5* 2 Vb 
Utu 3-1 ; 2 DtcJran 'B-BtaK E ran. 1 '/•, test 
(B R Mnsi, Culompion) Ibte £290; £140 
£180 DF: £470 CSR EB33 

420: 1. POTTB1 AGAIN (R htassey) 94 
far; 2 Daisy 9-2 3* Brty Lira 7-1 14 ran. 
7, 27>. (D Kfichobon, Tempto Guibng) ftte 
£350; £120 £180 E3.7Q DF: £880 CSR 
£040 Trio: £3100 Mt Indan LBgand- 
Ptecepat £14250 Qundpot £4140 
Place B: £7079 Place 3: C4802 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Smith Too 
(Kempton 4.00) 

NB: Influence Pedler 
(Newton Abbot 3.50) 


REDGAR 

120: 1. GYPSY PASSION (J Fortune) 
14-1; 2 Dog Watch 3-1; 2 Free Option 
'0030 18 ran. 9-4 lav Knsamba pth) 2 
rtt (M Jotnfitari. Uddtetwn) Ibte £2U0; 
£340 £180 £140 Dual Forecast: £3730 CSF: 
E5331 TflK £2120 

20ft 1. BAWS1AN (T VWfams) 5-1 fac 
2 Pub da Uemofane n-1; 2 Ocean Una 
14-1;4.HarefwllacMne8-l27reaBlit- 
hd. 4, t (J L Eyr* ThWk) Ibte SXBO; £140 
£290 £830 £250 DF: £2BSO CSF; £5727. 
TricesC £73707. Tito: £57800 

230c 1. PRMO LARA (T Quimj 10-1; 2 
Double Bpieodotn 12-1; 2 Always ABgftt 
T2-1;4.CadaeuK Cher 2S-72S ran. 5-1 Ira 
Tier. thd (P Harris; Berktamstecf) Ibte 

enoft E230 £080 «x; rntn. df: £22270 

CSR £lZ36a THcoat CWS348. Tiia: E2J3328Q 
200c 1. FAHTAIL |D Btopa) 7-1; 2 
Night Mirage 15-2 2 AeoBna 12-1; 4. 
Pradeata 16-1. 17 ran. 9-2 lav Ajayto foth) 
2 1*A, hd. (M TbrnpHna, Newmarket) TS*te 
£070: £230 £240 £290 £5 lOQ DF: £8130 
CSF: £5840 Tttawt £59933. Tito: E244BO 
320: 1. AFAAN (TG McUijgtfnJ 4-1;2 
NotaeBno 5-1; 2 Bejan R»bq 3-1 8 ran. 71-4 
fw Just Bob («ft) a Vh {R Harm. Don- 
caster) Tfate £390; £2.10, £l£0 EUO DF: 
£1100 CSF: £2100 

4.00: 1 . JED1 KNIGHT (L Clwmock) 7-1 ; 
2 ri e e y tfta aa M tav; 2 Cfaaelc Find B-l; 
4 NaWbiMoa Boy 14-1 17 ran. Ifa, '/., '/t 
(M W EestorbK Sheriff Hutton) Tbte £070; 
£190 £150 £260; £430 DF: £1200 CSF: 
£3895 Tricast £25263. Trio: £4890 
Jackpot: not won (pool of £6851202 car- 
ried forward to hkydock today) 

Pfacepot £22350 Quadnot £7020 
Plaea 8; £38a35 Piece 5c £20007. 

WARWICK 

1.4ft 1. GRAY PASTEL (A P McCoy) 1-3 
fra; 2 Blue Cheeee8-1; 2 Lfaiea-G 7-1 5 
rg- lV^fc ^Pipe) 'ttfaB £130; CUO, £150 

210: 1. AUBURN BOY (AP McCoy) 7-1; 
2 AKandne 7-2; 2 Fifod 5-L TO ran. 5-4 
far Brambles Way. 2 4 (I VURtams) Tate 
£920; £820 £130 EUO DF: £950 CSR 
£2864 Trio: £1370 NR- My BBy Boy. 

240; 1. GOWEH-SUVl/E (IN MsatXi) 
H-4; 2 LitUa Tincture evens tav. 5 ran. 8 


-F: £592 Only bun Bnishad. 

2Hk 1. RCMU. ACTION g Otejoma) 8-13 
tor, 2 Maramet n-B; 2 Rocky’s PraOes 
2S-L.3 ran. 18, cast (O Sherwood) Ibte 
£150 DR £111 CSR £170. NR: EfaMeriL 
240it.C0MM AH CHECREBt(APMo. 
Coy) 8-0 far; 2 Wtiat la The Pfan 7* 3 
iwl shHid. (M Pipe) Tbte £MO DR £2tL 
CSF: £277! Orty two finished. 

410:1. GOLDMGO (Mr S Durack) n -6 
far; 2 Robert'* %y 5-2; 2 Squtre's Oo- 
cwtoi 3 ran. 2‘A, hd. (C Prica)Tbte 
£260 DF: £230 C8F: £232 
Pfacepot £2230 Oirafpot: £490 

Place ft £1437. Place 5: dim 

fLEMINGTON PARK 

0420 GMT. 1. MIGHT AND POWER 
(NZ) (J Cassidy) 7-2 lav; 2 Dorfantii 9-1; 
3. Mflrthm 25-1; 4 Harbour Does 4frl 
«ran. shHMlHiMd. 'k (Jack Oertwn) 
Totfc EMD; £2fl0 Eua £890 
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30/TENNIS 


Smith’s hard labour meets with a degree of success 


...w 


As Britain’s No i 
female tennis player, 
Sam Smith attracts far 
less attention than 
either her successful 
male counterpart, Greg 
Rusedski, or his rival 
Tim Henman. 

Smith, however, has 
a deep sense of 
personal achievement, 
as she explained to 
John Roberts while 
preparing for next 
week's National 
Championships at 
Telford. 


When Sam Smith was a junior, 
the stray goes, she once made 
a point at a tournament by 
climbing a uve and refusing to 
come down. “Well,” Smith 
responds, “if there was [a 
sioiyl- it was a very long time 
ago! 1 can assure you that I'm 
extremely determined and 
very single-minded. I think 
that's all i’m going to say on 
that one." 

There can be little doubt 
that the obdurate side of 
Smith's character rescued her 
career, enabling the 25-year- 
old from Essex to climb to No 
97 in the world two months’ 
ago. 

" “I think when people say, 
•Why aren't you doing bril- 
liantly?’ or “Why aren’t you 
this?’* and “Why aren’t you 
that?' they don’t seem to 
realise that, firstly. I’ve come 
back from four years out of the 
same, which very few people' 
have done, and that secondly 
I've actually beaten a very 
difficult illness as well. So for 
me to even come back was like 
winning Wimbledon." 

Some young people lake a 
year out from university. 
1 Smith took four years out 


from tennis to study. “I had 
post-viral fatigue syndrome at 
the same time, so 1 didn’t 
really have much choice," she 
says. “It all sort of happened 
in one. I didn’t really know 
what was wrong with me. Nor 
did anyone else. A lot of peo- 
ple just thought I was being 
really lazy or unmotivated. 

“I got selected for the 
Olympics in 1992, and it 
wasn’t till I went to the 
Olympic clinic that they 
realised that there was some- 
thing quite radically wrong. I 
wasn't well enough to continue 
in tennis. It was very debili- 
tating, and I just thought, 
‘WelL I might as well do some- 
thing useful’." • 

Would she have gone to 
university in any event, or 
continued with her tennis? 
“It’s too hypothetical to say. 

1 had to fight very hard to keep 
focused on my studies and par- 
ticipate in student life and, 
particularly the first term. I 
was extremely tired all the 
time and always used lo fall 
asleep in lectures. But grad- 
ually I managed to beat it." 

Smith’s reward was a de- 
gree in history from Exeter 
University in the summer of 
1995 and a renewed determi- 
nation to make the most of the 
present and the future. 

“I just thought, ‘Right, I'm 
going back into tennis 100 per 
cent, and I’m going to make 
it work’. I'm not really think- 
ing about falling back on any- 
thing, regardless of what other 
qualifications I have. And I 
can’t think. ‘Oh. it’s okay I've 
lost today, because I've got a 
: degree behind me’. I just went 
r back into it to do well. 
r ‘Everything that I’ve done 
r since then is a bonus. To break 
f into the top 100 was something 
I could have never imagined 

i four or five years ago. People 

don’t seen to realise just how 
t much I’ve had to go through 



Sam Smith: -Phople Just don’t seem Realise just ho* much IV. had to go through’ 'l-V* Victoria Mathers 


just to reach the point I'm at 
now. If they did, maybe they 
wouldn't be so critical." 

In her absence. Smith dis- 
covered. the game bad “got a 
lot faster and the depth had got 
a lot deeper and people were 
a lot quicker and a lot stronger 
and were hitting the ball a lot 
harder. 

“But the good thing about 
being out so long was that I had 


a very clear perspective on 
exactly what I needed to do and 
exactly what was happening in 
the game. I didn’t shy away from 
iL I've made enormous changes 
in my game over the last two 
years to compete. I think a lot 
of them I’ve done successfully, 
and it’s an ongoing process." 

Her endeavours attracted 
sponsorship from a firm of 
. Southampton solicitors, Ensor 


Byfield, and Master Speed 
Press, whose boss, Terry Brady, 
is the father of Karren Brady, 
Birmingham City’s ■ • chief 
executive. 

“Obviously the financial 
backing is really important, it 
takes a bit of pressure off me,” 
she says, “but also the fact that 
people have got confidence to 
sponsor me is a real boost” 

To some, being the British 


No 1 probably seems quite 
glamorous. “I think if 1 was in 
the men’s game and I was a top 
100 man. then the lifestyle 
would be more glamorous." 
she says, “but for the women 
this year, because theyve 
changed the ranking system, it's 
been very tough, and people 
have been in qualifying ranked 
sort of 30 and downwards." 

With five other British 


women now scuffhng in the 

world’s top 200, Smith is no 

longer isolated. “I was untd 
probably the midefle of this 
vear, when a couple of girls 
did well at Wimbledon, she 
says. “Ever since IVe been 
back I’ve been completely 
isolated. It’s only been the 
last couple of months hat 
Fve seen any of the othe 
Brits at any of the tourna- 
ments I've been playing. 

Her health rest °fT“’ 
Smith is keeping busy. “The 
past year I've done a mixture 
Ef things. I’ve played 
qualifying for all the WTA 
events, when I can-' I ve 
olayed main draws for Cnai- 
lengers and S25.000 events. 

*Tve spent a lot of time in 
the States, 12 weeks, maybe 
more. I’ve been m Europe, 
j haven’t really bothered 
with Asia. 1 went to Australia 
earlier in the year. 

“I’ve actually really 
enjoyed all the travelling. | 

It's been a tiring year, but it s 

been so worthwhile and I reel 
I've benefited so much from 
the amount I’ve played. 

“When I came back, I 
didn't know what was going 
to happen from one week to 
the nest. I said within two 
years I’d really want to be m 
the top 100, and that s eractly 
what I did. Unfortunately, I 
was defending so many 
points at that time that I’ve 
■ slipped just outside the top 
100 now [to No 126]. 

“I was hoping to do better 
. at Wimbledon, but that 
i didn’t happen. I’ll concen- 
5 irate now on improving my 
; ranking and getting back io 
: the top 100. which is com- 
a pletely possible. 
c “Hopefully, I’ve got a 
s chance to win the Nationals, 
e which would be great, and 
d have another crack at Wim- 
bledon next year. So I’ve 
h got a lot to play for." 


Cash looks to 
set up league 
in Europe 

A consortium including 
former Wimbledon champion, 
trying to estabhsh 
^European City League. Gash ; 

tablish teams to represent ma- _ 

for cities in Europe. 

J The former British Davis - 

Cup player John Feaver, now. • 

tWe LTA Events and Commu- . 
^cations Oirector.beUevw the . 
idea may be Ul-conceived, how-; . , 
“l would think that play- % 
ers ranked between one and,, 

M would hardlybemterea- _ 

«L- he said. -They are dl. 

gjjdang so much casta lhesed^s>. 
STyire all afler^ rankings. 

rather than money. •-• ! 

Two mouths after reaching 
the fourth round o ^ the US 

Open, Andre Agassi has elect - 
ed to play m a Challenger tour- .* 

nameot Agassi requested and . -. 

received a wild card to phfy • 

the Luxor Las Vegas-USTA. = ... 
Challenger next week. 

Challenger tournament .- 
fields are usually compnsedof 

plavers ranked below No 100 m 

the world. The former world - 
No 1, eighth at the begnnmg ^ 
of the year, is currently No 139. - 
Last week, Agassi received - 
a wild card into the Australian . - 
Open in J anuary , and Paul Me- •=. 
Namee, the Australian Open . 
tournament director, said: “For • 
a player of his level to go back ; 
to the small tournaments, the 
minor league if you like, is 
quite incredible. Andre reals-. - 
es he needs to get some match- 
es under his belt, and hopefiilfy 

that means he will be better for 

it when he gets here." 

Serena Williams, the young- 
er sister of this year’s beaten US • 
Open finalist Venus WiliiaihSi - 
upset the Russian ranked No 27- 
in the world, Elena Likhovtse- J.- 
va, 6-3, 7-5, in the first round fh 
of the Ameritech Cup women's 
tournament in Chicago- She- 
was due to play Iva Majoli late 
last night. 
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United refuse to take Feyenoord win for granted 


: CRICKET 


Everything is rosy in the 
footballing garden of 
Alex Ferguson. Guy 
Hodgson reports on how 
the biggest dilemma 
faring the Manchester 
United manager is which 
striker to leave out of 
tonight’s Champions* 
League game. 


^ CGntUjry 


A happy scene is developing on 
-^Manchester United’s travels 
1 in Europe. Kosice sacked their 
«)ach just before they met the 
English champions last month 
and now Feyenoord approach 
tonight s match in a similarly 
leaderless condition. It brings 
to mind Napoleon's prefer- 


ence for lucky rather than good 
generals. 

Rile seems (o be beaming cn- 
heingfy at Alex Rnguson. He has 
lost his captain, Roy Keane, to 
a. cruciate ligament injury, but 
lhat apart the season could 
hardly be going much more to 
plan. Three wins in the Champ- 
ions’ League, a four-point lead 
in the Premiership and his side, 
bursting with goals - the Unit- 
ed manager must fear opening 
his eyes in the morning in case 
the whole thing is a dream. 

To put his worries in per- 
spective. the biggest headache 
Ferguson will have in Rotter- 
dam tonight will he which of his 
goal-laden strikers he will have 
to omit. Compare that to 
Feyenoord, who had to pul a 
profile of (hull 71 -year-old press 


Handicaps add to 
Dalglish’s defiance 


officer in the match programme 
because there was no coach to 
write about, and you get prob- 
lems on a different scale. 

Like David Heat, AricHaan 
lost bis job soon after the Old 
Trafford defeat, and tonight 
Feyenoord will be under the di- 
rection of Geert Mcijer, who 
played for Birmingham City in 
the 1970s and who will be as- 
sisted by the former Nottingham 
Forest and Tottenham midfield 
player, Johnny Metgod. 

This will be a temporary 
arrangement because the for- 
mer Netherlands and Real 
Madrid coach. Leo Becn- 
hakker, is understood to be ne- 
gotiating a release from his 
directorship at Vitesse Arnhem 
- and it is his imminent arrival 
that concerns Ferguson. 


“A new man comes in," he 


said, "and sometimes lhat pro- 
vokes a response from the play- 
ers. Our concentration will 
have to be very good. At the 
moment we’re playing well and 
hopefully that confidence and 
form will carry over into this 
match, ft won't be easy because 
although we could have scored 
more goals at Old Trafford, 
Feyenoord played some nice 
football," Ferguson said. 

United won the home match 
with last season’s Dutch run- 
ners-up 2-1, but they wasted so 
many chances in the process 
that Ferguson berated his play- 
ers for possessing the killer 
touch of Mary Popp ins. Barns- 
ley and Sheffield Wednesday 
have borne the backlash since 
with 13 goals, which in lum has 


produced a dilemma of a dif- 
ferent kind for the manager. 

Andy Cole, the prolhgate-in- 
chief against Feyenoord, has 
scored five times in two match- 
es since, but his renewed con- 
fidence is not so robust to 
stand rejection now. So the 
choice of who should stand 
down for the fit-again Ryan 
Giggs would appear to rest be- 
tween Ole Gunnar SoIsJgaer. 
who has made most of Cole’S 
goals, or Teddy Sberingham, 
whose best performances since 
his move from Tottenham have 
been in Europe. 

To complicate matters, all 
three strikers scored twice on 
Saturday, but Ferguson is the 
last man to dwell on such tri- 
fles. "The important thing is 
that we pick the right team for 


this match," he said, refisiog to 
be drawn on his choice. "The 
result is the important thing." 

If United win tonight they wffl 
have 12 points from four gfimes 
in Group B and it wfl) take a 
ry wnbtmrtion of flOGBCS tO 
deny them a quarter-final place 
as one of the best two rnnDcrs- 
up at worst Already European 
perception of the tea m has 
changed from one that lost five 


semi-finals lasr year to another 
that has a realistic chaise of win- 
ning the competition. 

"Any player wants to do 
well in Europe,” Ferguson 
replied to a Dutch journalist 
who wondered whether Unit- 
ed are good enough. “It’s a mat- 
ter of pride, of improvement 
and a mark of their ambitions. 


- ‘What happened last year 
was a good thing because even 
a bad experience is good for 
you. Our best performance of 

the season so far was against Ju- 

ventus, and it was because we 
were better aware of their 
strengths. That shows the play- 
ers are young enough to take 
fomgs in and to go even further. 

“We’re not taking anything 
for granted. Ws’re talking there 
of something that is happening 
in May - the priority is what’s 
happening in Rotterdam in 
November, I think we’re sen- 
sible enough to realise we have 
to do a job here and worry 
about other thing? later." 

perguson was talking from a 
position of strength- Ai the mo- 
ment, the worry lines appear on 
managers about to meet United. 


Lewis and 
Malcolm are 
in demand 


^ Vr-stm*r- 


Injuries and suspensions 
have dogged Newcastle’s 
European campaign but 
_ imon Turnbull finds Kenny 
Dalglish in a positive 
frame of mind for 
tonight’s match against 
PSV Eindhoven. 


W 


There are to be no official 
bonfires in Newcastle tonight. 
The city council has delayed 
them by 24 hours. The hope is 
lhat Newcastle United will be 
keeping the home fires burning. 

Not that anyone is expect- 
ing a repeat of Lbe pyrotechnics 
which lit up St James’ Park the 
last time Newcastle played 
there in the Champions' 
.Jteague. For one thing, 
•Fa us lino Asprilia. who sparked 
the spectacular 3-2 beating of 
Barcelona, will be confined to 
a seal in rhe Milburn Stand. 
— That is not the only handi- 
cap with which Kenny Dalglish 
has lo contend as he plots how 
to bring about the downfall of 
the Dutch champions, PSV 
Eindhoven. Alan Shearer is 
also still on the injured list, 
David Batty and Robert Lee are 
suspended, and his defence is in 
apparent disarray. 

There was a hint of the 
bunker mentality in Dalglish's 
pie-match press conference. 
-There's a defeatist attitude 
that seems to be banging round 
the place like a bad smell, " 
Dalglish said, "but we're going 
„ into the game in a positive 
• " frame of mind." 

ft is difficult not to sympa- 
thise with Dalglish's plight. He 
. has been deprived of not just 
f Asprilia anti Shearer but of 
Stuart Pearce and Alessandro 
Pistone loo. 

Newcastle have, as Dalglish 
felt obliged to remind the crit- 
ics, still made their mark in the 
Champions’ League, beating 
Barcelona and drawing against 
Dynamo Kiev. They were 
rather tame 1-0 losers in Eind- 
hoven a fortnight ago but they ■ 


did beat PSV 3-2 in the pre- 
season Dublin International 
Tournament. 

Thai, however, was at a time 
when Dalglish had an embar- 
rassment of firepower at hs dis- 
posal. Even with Asprilia away 
of World Cup duty, Les Ferdi- 
nand and ftjter Beardsley were 
confined to bench duty as Jon 
Dahl Tomasson struck up an in- 
stantly profitable striking part- 
nership with Shearer. 

The Dane was razor-sharp 
lhat night, scoring twice and set- 
ting up Newcastle’s other goal 
for Keith Gillespie. His finish- 
ing has been blunt ever since. 

He did Open his Premiership 
account on Saturday; albeit by 
brushing Des Hamilton's goal- 
bound header with his chest. 
And be will be the focal point 
for Newcastle’s attacking again 
tonight, most likely with Thrnir 
Ketsbaia rather than Ian Rush 


in support. 

At the other end, Pistone 
could make his long-awaited re- 
turn, and Newcastle are likely 
to need the Italian’s assured 
presence to deaj with the thre at. 
posed by Luc NiUs^wfao scored 
against Shay Given ai Lans- ■ 
dnwne Road a week ago. and 
PSV’s other Belgian striker, the 
volatile Gilles de Bilde. 

The Eindhoven squad suf- 
fered a jolt before they even 
arrived on Tyneside, when then- 
plane was struck by a truck as 
it stood on the runway prior to 
departure. 

In the 21 European ties 
staged at St James' Park only 
three visiting teams have 
avoided a loss: Southampton (in 
1969), Bastia (in 19 77) and 
Monaco (in March this year). 

Bastia and Monaco were vic- 
torious but no continental team 
has drawn on Tyneside. In the 
absence of fireworks, parity 
tonight would, at least, be 
something never before seen ar 



French post times 
for World Cup 


Graeme Sou ness, the new coach of Portugal’s Benfica, leads his team in a training ses- 
sion in Lisbon yesterday. Martin Pringle (left) and Nuno Gomes (centre) keep a respectful 
distance from the former Liverpool manager Photograph: Luisa Ferrara/ AP 


Those football fans who like to 
book tbeir favourite armchair 
well in advance might like to 
know that next summer's Wield 
Cup final at the Stade de 
France in Paris wEQ kick-off at 
8pm British S umm er Time. 

However, settling down to 
watch the opening game of 
the 32-nation tournament - 
featuring England, Scotland 
and possibly the Republic of 
Ireland -on 10 June will mean 
kicking the cat off its favourite 
cushion before 430pm. 

The workers will not miss 
out entirety, with all 10 World 
Cup stadia, apart from the 
Stade Lescure in Bordeaux, 
staging at least one after-din- 
ner match because of the prob- 
lems the setting sun causes TV 
cameras. 

First-round matches wfl] 
kick-off at 130pm. 3pm, 
430pm and 8pm. Second- 
round and quarter-final match- 
es will start at either 330pm, or 
Spm, wide semi-final action win 
begin at 8pm. 


The Scotland midfielder Paul 
Lamb ert should complete a 
£1.7m move to Celtic from 
Borussia Dortmund tomorrow. 
Lambert will end his career in 
Germany after tonight's Champ- 
ions’ League match against Par- 
ma. David Hay, dismissed as 
Cdtic manager lOyears ago. has 
been sacked as the dub’s assis- 
tant general manager. 

Colin Hendry, the Black- 
bum defender and a key mem- 
ber of Scotland’s World Cup 
squad, is to see a specialist 
about the knee injury he suf- 
fered in the 1-1 draw at Barns- 
ley last weekend. 

Peter Beardsley’s unhappy 
spell at Bolton may lead to an 
approach from his former Liv- 
erpool team-mate Kevin Kee- 
gan, now at Fulham. John 
McGinlay’s move to promotion 
chasing Bradford City is off af- 
ter Bolton refused to lower their 
£620,000 valuation. 

Nottingham Forest have 
made an offer for the Evertoo 
striker Graham Stuart 


Chris Lewis and Devon Mal- 
colm have emerged as targets 
for counties searching for re- 
inforcements for next season. 

Leicestershire and North- 
amptonshire have taken ad- 
vantage of the 1 November 
deadline, which allows counties 
to approach out-of-contract 
players once 14 days notice has 
been served 

Lewis is wanted by Leices- 
tershire. where be played from 
1987 until 1991, although 
Surrey officials are also hoping 
to negotiate a new deal. 

Leicestershire’s chief exec- 
utive. David Collier, said: “We 
are in discussions with Chris and 
he is interested in joining us. We 
will be having further talks 
with him wben he returns from 
New Zealand {where he is on 
tour with an England one-day 
squad]." 

Malcolm is being chased by 
Northamptonshire and Hamp- 
shire after becoming disillu- 
sioned with events at 
Derbyshire this summer. He has 
promised to speak to the new 
captain Dominic Cork, cur- 
rently on holiday, before as- 
sessing his options. Chairman 
Vic Brownett confirmed: 
"Devon has asked for a few 
more days to think about it." 

Pakistan’s captain Wasim 
Akram was named as Lan- 
cashire’s new captain last night. 
He has already been awarded 
a testimonial next season. 
Wasim made his debut for the 
county in 1988. 


MOTOR RACING 


Muller moves 
into Biela’s 
seat at Audi 


Away goal enough for Twente Jackson’s recovery aided by Parkhead goal 


Twente Enschede have moved 
into the third round of the Uefa 
Cup thanks to the away goal 
rule after drawing 0-0 with 
Aarhus in the second leg of 
their second-round match yes- 
terday. 

A goal in Denmark tn the 
first leg’s 1-1 draw was enough 
to see the Dutch side make 


St James’ Park. 

Nw c ant ta U«*«l 

Rsforrat AtoeqPBBCOCfc. Beres fatt me - 
son, GftespiQi Barnes, Barton, Ketaboa. 
Tomasson. 

PSV Bndhowen (probable): Wgwreus; 
Vampera, Siam. Faber, Human, Petroute, 
Jonfc, Cock. Nfe De Bfcte. Aran. 


progress. 

- Allan Resse almost broke 
the deadlock for Aarhus in the 
55th minute, but his curling 
nght-foot shot crashed into 
the bar after beating Sander 
Boschker, the Twente goal- 
keeper. • 

However, TWente had the 
best chance of the first half 
when Ansar Ayupov beaded bn 
a corner from the right by 
Theo Ten Caal, onty to see 
Michael Nonbo clear it from 
the line. Aarhus, desperate for 
a goal, wasted their best chance 


in the 21st minute, when Jes- 
per Sorensen . split open 
Tvente’s defence with a long 
pass, but Boschker beat Lars 
Lambaek in a race for the 
balL 

Tbni scored the onty goal to 
ease Braga of Portugal past Ety- 
namo Tbilisi in their Uefa Cup 
second-round, second-leg 
game. 

The Georgian dub led the 
attack in the first half, but 
were unable to break through 
Braga’s defense. After the 
break, Braga went on the of- 
fensive and Tbni scored in the 
49th minute. 

The Portuguese club wast- 
ed several other scoring op- 
portunities in front of a crowd 
of around 15.000 in the Na- 
tional Stadium, Tbilisi. 

In the first-leg game two 
weeks ago, Braga demolished 
Dynamo Tbilisi 4-0. 


Celtic’s Darren Jackson was 
back on target yesterday, just 
two months after undergoing 
brain surgery. 

Jackson, making his first 
appearance at Parkhead since 
his operation, equalised for 
the reserves in their 2-2 draw 
against Dunfermline. He put 
Celtic level after 72 minutes 
when he steered home Tommy 
Johnson's knock-down from 
six yards. 

Jackson had earlier shown 
no reservations about heading 
the ball when he powered an ef- 
fort against the crossbar. He 
played for the full 90 minutes 
and coach Wim Jansen, watch- 
ing from the stand, must have 
been impressed with his play- 
er’s third comeback match, al- 
though Celtic's first Old Finn 
derby of the season with 
Rangers at Ibrox on Saturday 
raav be loo soon for him. 


However, Jackson was de- 
lighted to get back on target 24 
hours after be was named in the 
Scotland squad to face France 
in St Etienne next Wednesday. 

Jackson said: “I am feeling 
a lot sharper now and my fit- 
ness is coming hack. I feel fine 
and my progress is OK. It 
meant a lot to get a goal today 
as we had been trailing 2-0. It 
was a striker’s goal I am not 
usually renowned for getting 
them in the six-yard area. 

“The result was important as 
we bad a lot of young beys in 
the team." 

TWo goals from David Bing- 
ham - one from the. penalty 
spot - put Dunfermline ahead 
against a Celtic side fielding sev- 
en first-team players. 

In Italy, the former Queen’s 
ftrk Rangers striker Danny K- 
chio is hugely popular after 
guiding Lecce to tbeir second 


victory of the season, a 
2-0 borne win over Brescia, on 
his debut last weekend. 

Dichio, greeted with the 
headline “Former Male Mod- 
el Scores Goal" by the Italian 
press, is delighted with his 
move to southern Italy, and 
with coach Claudio PrandellL 

“I couldn’t have made a bet- 
ter start,” said Dichio, who had 
a short and unhappy spell with 
Sampdoria earlier this season. 
"I’m particularly pleased for 
Prandeffi, because right from the 
start he’s worked hard to help 
me fit in. Before moving to Lec- 
ce, I bad the chance to go back 
to England, but wanted to take 
.ray chance in the toughest 
league ra the world.” 

Dichio had predicted be 
would score on Saturday morn- 
ing. “Now I’m hoping to score 
a few more,” he said ‘This team 
deserves to stay in SerieA 


Frank Biela has gone back to 
Germany as part of an Audi 
touring car shakc-up which 
runs far deeper than merely 
switching their works drivers 
from country to country. 

Biela, who won the British 
Touring Car Championship at 
his and Audi's first attempt in 
1996, and finished second last 
season, will pilot the new. front- 
wheel drive Audi A4 in his 
home competition, with the 
Frenchman Yvan Muller taking 
the German's seat here. 

The 2S-year-old Muller 
joins John Btmcliffe who, along 
with Biela, made Audi such a 
formidable force with the four- 
wheel drive Quattro, which has 
new been banned from louring 
car racing worldwide. 

Audi's dismay at what they 
perceive to be the outlawing of 
a piece of technology simply be- 
cause it was too successfid has 
forced them to severely curtail 
their involvement in touring 
cars for 1998 and hand over the 
development of the A4 to Audi 
Sport’s long-standing partner, 
the French-based ROC-Auto. 

- Nick Duxbury 


S Q.UASH 

Nicol beats Meads then 
predicts victory in Malaysia 
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Scotland's world No 2, Peter 
NicoL launched his quest for 
the men’s world open title in 
Kuala Lumpur with a straight- 

- games victory yesterday -and 

then said be was confident of 
lifting the crown. 

Nicol, who moved up to No 
Si ^behind Jansher Khan in the 
" « ’ rankings on Saturday, beat 
1 England's Stephen Meads 
M 15-7, 15-8, 15-7 in 32 minutes. 
■ The 24-year-old Scot, wbo 
v plavs David Evans of Ukfcs in 
j.y the second round tomorrow, 
said: “I've been doing really 
well lately and I believe 1 will 
return home with the title ” 

-• F Ntcol’s rise, in the rankings 
. comes in the wake of three vic- 
tones over Jansher, the latest 
/\ being in the. Kuwait Open 

„ V semi-finals last month. 

Nicol, 24, is one of the 
1 favourites to take the title left 
vacant tw Jansher, whohasebo- 
, ..-sen not to compete in the 

^ jWorldOpenwMehisfonn^ 

■Mvifc attempts to dam £20a0UU 

. in child - maintenance m 

- Malaysia. Jansher fears that ar- 
"jfi'vai in Malaysia could result 
Et his arrest for alleged non- 
payment- 


Evans staged an upset yes- 
terday when he outplayed the 
world No 15, Craig Rowland of 
Australia. Evans, the world 
No 36, put on an impressive 
display to win 9-15. 15-11, 
15-13, 15-10. 

“This is a good win for me. 
especially after facing a huge 
hurdle in qualifying round and 
I will try hard to go as far as I 
can m this tournament," he 

^ Evans acknowledged that- 
faces a tough challenge to- 
morrow. "Nk»! is the No 2 
player in the world now, and of 
course it'will be a very tough 
oiatch against him, but I will by 
my best to beat him.*’ 

The last time the two played 
was in June this year, when 
Nicol won in straight sets. 
“Evans has shown an im- 
provement in the last three 
months and I am expecting a 
tough match against him, 
Nicol said. 

There was another British 
victory, when England's Mark 

Cairns beatthe host country s 
sole representative, Kenneth 

Low, with an easy victory, 
15-8,15-H, 15-9 victory. 


BASKETBALL 


England coach 
breaks his 
arm playing’ 


The enthusiasm of Laszlo 
Nemeth, the England 
coach, to practice what he 
preaches has cost him a 
broken arm and the 46- 
year-old Hungarian has 
returned home for surgery. 

Playing for City of 
Leeds in the local league, 
Nemeth adopted die cor- 
rect defensive position to 
block an opponent’s drive, 
but on taking the charge, 
crashed to the floor and 
fractured an elbow. 

Watford Royals, bot- 
tom of the Budweiser 
League after losing ail 12 
games, hope to have new 
American Philip Powe for 
Saturday’s visit to Derby. 

, They have also applied 
for a work permit for the 
American Cleave Lewis, 
who has been playing for 
National League Division 
One dub Guildford. 
SAiNSBURVS CLASSCXOIA 
NATIONAL CUP Quarfar-flnal 
dnwK 'nwwsWiBy v Greater Lon- 
don- Bria ta nh am v Wanning; 
StatMd v tifcsBtan landon^jiwra 
vifencnstoc 

- Richard Taylor 
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Boxing 

A former Yugoslav boxing champion, 
who received a controversial goid 
medal In tire 1984 Olympics wee shot 
and seriously injuraci yesterday In the 
Bosnian Serb town ot Banja Luka. Arv 
lun JoGjpcwic was awarded the ooH 
for Yugoslavia in Los Angetes, whan 
the current heavyweight champion, 
Evander Hoiyfield, was dfequalfied In 
the semi-final round for knocking out 

his opponent after the fetal bet 
josfpovfc further created a stir when 
ha invited Hatyftekl to stand beside 
him at the awards ceremon y . 


RNL 1-342-55 
Did not ban hzamarfrtf-Haq, tMotn Khan. 
-Wten Atom, AzharMWvnoad,RnNd late. 
Satiate Uushteq. VStejaj- Ybunfe 
BowBng: VttWi 84-1-13-1 (n&3; Rose 7-1- 
<1-0 (rb4); PBot 7-1^37-0 | 

l-OiSj^JrmionsaSoW). 

Pakistan won t* ataM wfcfcot*. 

IMn of 9 m roatefr Swod Anwac 
Nato maicb: today; Pafdstan v Sri Lanka. 


BflAZa. SQUAP (Wande r yWMaa, BraaHa, 


(AMadco Mneto), 
da GwnaJ, Catu 
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Athletics 

HezstfeJ Sepena the Olympic 800 
metres slver-medafet, end free oth- 
er South Afrfc^niYiere are pfenning 
an attempt on the world 4x800m 
record nert yeat The foursome vrffi 
try Id smash IhaiTte mafluri stancard 
of 70*1 3 lS9ssc set by BrttaMs Se- 
bastian Coe. Peter Qfctt. Steve Cook 
and Stave Gram h 1962. 


Cricket 

inzamam ii-Maqand a I 
both arrested after a fight _ 

match In ■foronk* Sahara Cup i 

have dropped assah charges egarist 
each other. Inzamam was cleared of 
two courts of assartt and one court 
of assault wfth a weapon, whia Shiv 
Kumar TfAxt was cleared of assart 
with a weapon 
GOLDEN JUBILEE 
QUADRANGULAR TROPHY 
Lahore 

WEST INDIES _ 

SCWUenbAzteUahnttOd —79 

S L Campbet c Rasfttf Lstf 

OWSqar’ittrt 6 

B c Lara b Wsqarlbu* 7 

C L Hooper e SwNd /M* 

S CtawtenSSSb sSffUohttqTn 
PV Sterna* fil RastAJLaBf 

b Saqtate ttattaq .70 

ID WHsma c and b Axtnr Mahnnod ...IS 

I R Btohop notout ® 

FA Rose not out -7 

Extras fb6 &Tt w5J 2\ 

total (tor 7, 60 owre| » . 7 13 


Drugs in sport 
TWO carxfdates far Australsfe Writer 
i team for Nagano hare test- 
Itive for steroids, the AOC 
ildent John Coates co n firm e d 
Coates said two bobsled 
had tested positive lor 
standzotot the steroid used by Cana- 
dafe Ben Johnson at the 1988 
Otympica The tests were taken at an 

September 

under curant point the AOC wl not 
name the two urn a decision over a 
sanction is taken 


liters! 

Ftevto Cnncntrlo 

doc*JTSS 

R*M Donfate (CatWWraL 

FA-CABUMG PREMIERSHIP: F U s nany d 
ttdWiK Son 11 Jan: Darby vBtecttum (fain 
TOJtof 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: R*. 


OH Thoms, Lphoofc. Hampshire or 
11 November, with details avaflablt 
from Peter Nash on 01892 S45696 u 
fax 01892 511602. 

BT/YJA YOUNG SAILOR OF THE YEAf 
AWARDT ‘ ------ 

HI 

L Lennon i 

a- (Seal THefcibert (S Ease. J Deal (5 West; 
C Byrne (South l S tyton (Thames Wdtey] 


!. Cfiead. C Wsbber (E MOanda] 
n (N U1X B Vials [N Hash P Wfek 
THebbert (S Eaa}. J Deal (5 Weai 


mart fhaureK tee ia Non BnrfoniCRy PeWtoiQ .leye. Malay) F 
vSMMIUuflfon Iraqi. MS JtoEltev feco) bt 3 Meads (Bwl 
mere vWtet atyrmSch ffmm igjyil. Son 11 Evans (Vttd) bt C Rwrtm 
— i fP-Avtf.Sunie 


Squash 

MOTS WORLD OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
' alng Jews. Malm) Flm nwntfe P Mcoi 
I) bt S Meads (Bn) s-7 is-B e-7; D 


Jan: Crate v Swindon „ 

Jan: toay * Sockpert (Horn 17 JWd. Sun 1 
Rate S«*b vMkMwfcratfi (tan SI M Sui 
8 Fab: MHtord v GSngham (tram 7 Fob). 


(MM) M C Rowland (Aie^MS 15-11 


8-1315-V; A Barada 

12-15 15-8 15* 15-7; 


Football 

The Walsh international 
Andy Legg has joi ned Ips wich on g 
monthis ran from Birmingham. The 

3i -year-old Legg le on the transfer Ssi 
at St Andrewh. 

RA CARLSBERG VASE Sacontreund 
(far Corrected Mag A r ir n) na pe Wsttara 

or Mfest Alobnent CbUb v Deratyt North 

Ferrtjy v ifertn; Ratortoe Naw town v 
Brigg: Mtertepton v PoJton Victoria; KSda- 
grow vBtttemhtThKkley v Bomweah 
Hebbun or Chestsr-le-Sfreet v 


Golf 

Wck Dougherty, a ISyear-old from 

lancashte confirmed frs gowkig rep- 

u tafion a s one of Britain's most 

at the Hertfordshire Qub yesterday. 
Dougierty produced rouxta of 68 and 
70 to tie with the Vbish youngster 
Adam Delves, but denied the title at 
the flrethda of the sudden death play- 
off Delves had ear ler set a new 
course record wfth his opening six< 
under-par 64. 


13; A 
15-13 


ss 

Math ISA) 6-14 e 
(WN) bt P Gregory (Gr) -6-9 


M Heather fScriSS 11-5 «-l3 S 
(Engjw cyan Dor Warn (SA) 6-14 6- 


Ctatoner 


Etegham -fcim; Uverton v MangotefieM; 
* tt»ptoystf22 


Ice hockey 

KSf 8 ^ncouver ft Montreal 6 

SStfi®'*’"'* 


itorton v Hungeriord. Tiaeto be 
Nbwrnbac 
ENGLAND W®Ef«1 SQUAD 
peenUndep£1 


FWk 1-a 2^51 3-54 4-S85-O0 5-166 7404 
DM not bet M Dfcn. *C A Ytebh 


Basketball 

Shaq^eONeel the Los Angetes Lak- 
ers 1 centra, -was suspended without 
pay for last game at Sacra- 
mento and fined SlOflOO for 


dfrig eettootarcMfid bsfFrid af. 


5-1-20-0 (wlj; Azhar Uahmood 9-1-254 
PAKISTAN 

SvhtoAMdbWbbh it 

Sartd Ararer not ow— 1» 

te Ahmad tow bBWwp .... S 

bn * Sohal not out 71 

Extras (U3 *6 ft^ » 



Rugby Union 

touts Luyt, S with Africa^ controver- 
s™ ftgtv supwnot was re-elected 
praadert oi the South Mricrei ftjg- 
PMtbal Union for the fifth con^ 
S0 cutive yearyeaterday. 

gwjDgTtao Round ft NofiMtontto 35 


Tennis 

Goran Ivanisevic said 1 
he wi« no longer play Davis Cup te 
nis for Cream because of interr 
squabbles wltrtn the Croatian lera 
AssocSaticn. 

WIATOUWIAIient (Chicago) Stagh 
fire, J2Hr? LCaxtofa l Bei )WAMart 
5-4; A R92ter (USlbUh 
Jody {& Rap) 5-3 6-3; N fauzat ffr) bl 

ATP CUWCOURT TOURNAMENT (Si 

7-6; M Qraca (Go] bt j Mam [S 
1: J Alonso (Sp) bt D Pesearu i 

6-7 6-1 : G afoentti iqm u c u**, » 

6-2 5-4; M Puerto (Arp) WG Blanco << 
M 6-3. 

SFOCKHpUl OPEN MW*sngtet;f 
round: M Larsson (Sue) bt FJaras 
B) 7-5 7-5; M GufiafiSon i 


Saifirtg 

* day for the John Manfoks 
Mwnortal Truss Rjnd b to be had a 


•t w v > \ru, u KTUiun fU 

w e - - Seraerinlf (Ns 

bt F Bergp (Sia)3-66-1 &a 

rataiUN CUP HEN'S TOUHNAME 
gtoKsraiiJHw rand: H Oreekmam (G 
«A (ft») 7-5; K Carl* 

* Safin (Rus) 7-5 B-7 7-6; 




n P Portia (Gr Rep) bt J u-™ 
7-5 6-3; W ftadt (Zkn) b 
Haarhua (Noth) 6-7 6-3 ft4 
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The steam rises over a swimmer at the Steiner Aquatic Center in Sait Lake City, Utah, in the morning cokL The heated outdoor pool stays open until next week 


Photograph: Steve Griffen/AP 


Taylor to take no further action over Under-2ls 


Despite allegations of 
drinking and bad 
behaviour, the England 
Under-21 coach, Peter 
Taylor, says the incidents 
have been blown out of 
ail proportion. Phil Casey 
reports. 


Peter Iky lor, the England Un- 
der-21 coach, yesterday dis- 
missed newspaper reports 


alleging drunkenness among 
his players in Italy. 

Five players were banned 
from attending England's 
World Cup qualifying match in 
Rome on 11 October after al- 
legations about their behaviour. 

However, Taylor said yes- 
terday the matter was settled 
and no farther action would be 
taken over reports surrounding 
the players 9 conduct after their 
European Championship qual- 
ifying victory over Italy. 

He added that an article in 


a Sunday newspaper which de- 
tailed allegations of a drinking 
binge could be subject to action 
from the Football Association. 

The incident in Rieti, where 
England had beaten Italy 1-0, 
involved Rio Ferdinand, Frank 
Lampard, Darmy Murphy, 
Jamie Carragher and Ben 
Thatcher, but Tkyior has named 
three of those players in his 
squad to face Greece in the first 
leg of their qualifying play-off, 
while Thatcher and Carragher 
miss out through suspension. 


*Tve gone on record as say- 
ing as far as Tm concerned the 
matter has been dealt with. 
There was a problem I was un- 
happy with and the five players 
didn’t see the senior game in 
Rome. As far as Tm concerned, 
that was sufficient punishment. 
It’s certainly been exaggerated 
quite a lot as I see it” 

Taylor said the incident in 
question was not drink-related 
and added; “The players’ lug- 
gage should have been ready to 
go at 4.00 but that was ignored. 


“It was something they 
didn’t particularly want to do so 
[ had to show a bit of strength. 
Tve gone on record as saying it’s 
not drink-related. 1 sent them 
back to the airport It had 
nothing to do with drink. The 
players know I was disap- 
pointed. They have phoned 
me and apologised.” 

Thylor’s unbeaten side were 
top of Group T%w> after com- 
pleting the double over Italy, 
which saw them become the 
first visiting team to beat the 


Italians for 12 years. But points 
dropped against Georgia and 
Poland meant they finished 
outside the top seven group 
winners and they need to win 
their two-leg play-off to reach 
the last eight 

The first leg will take place 
on 13 November in Crete, with 
the return match at Carrow 
Road in early December. 

“To me, the winners of the 
groups should have qualified,” 
Taylor said. “It's a bit disap- 
pointing that you can win a 
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Tuesday’s Solution 


HDHfaldDB SBBQH0Q 

anunuraaa 

[0D1UHB EBQESQIIHBB 

□ BnaBEiBia 
□DL3BBQDBB BOBBB 

a a a 0 0 

QEH 0 B EHnnODBEB 
B Q a U 0 0 „ 
aDQBBBOBQ BQBDE 

□ Q B HE 
BEI3C3Q mnanBDBIDB 
HHHUlBnBGl 
O0I2BBQI3BS ODOIDB 
QB 10 UQ 0 D 13 
HDHHB0EI HPBHCTBB 


Coaches’ jobs may be saved 



ACROSS 21 

1 Settling the score? ( 13) 

10 Tea-time’s set about 23 
ooon in Continental bar ^ 

H Daggers produced by 

Nobel industrialists, early 25 
on (5) 

12 Contented pair (retired 26 
musical pair) (5) 

13 To«d target of River Au- 
thority (9) . . , ^ 

14 One of twin air-intakes 

below a bridge (7) 3 

16 False smile snows ap- 
prentice’s contract not 4 

18 ?huntitans oddly dian- 5 
dined to move in this 
state~(7) , . 6 

20 -this month, everybody 
is in station (7) 


In his study, things are 
highly spotted (9) 

Old master plays delicate 
golf-shots (5) 

In the past, exhibitor in a 
market-place (5) 

One can be tapped in the 
Thrsus area (54) 

Loses new press release, 
being in feeble state (13) 
DOWN 

Like a beak, turned up in 
new English trousers (9) 


No lady’s eomingout of 
church council (7) 
Soldiers, fatigued, gave 

E id (7) 

•rformers on them 
to sliding-scales? 

(9) 


7 Fidelio, for example — 
work taking a long time 

(5) 

8 From April, Prudence 

9 llcmoves oe n tral^strata 

15 helping of food bitter, 
sometimes, in grounds? 

17 & a union paid out at 
one (9) 

19 A large drink called for a 
lady’s maid (7) 

20 Papular scenes pho- 
tographed in ventilation- 
shafts? (7) 

22 Rings to acquire book of 
architectural moulding ' 

23 SL. tlun note on top (5) 


The collapse of the 
British Athletic 
Federation led yesterday 
to 21 staff being made 
redundant. However, as 
Mi ce Rowtxjttom reports, 
their jobs may yet be 
saved. 


Eight of Britain’s national 
coaches - including ihe man wbo 
guided Sally Gunnell’s career, 
Bruce Longden - were made re- 
dundant yesterday in the wake 
of the British Athletic Federa- 
tion's financial collapse. 

The coaches’ jobs, and those 
of 13 office staff throughout the 
regions, were cut by the ad- 
ministrators who have been 
called in to help pay off the fed- 
eration’s creditors. 

But fresh hope emerged 
yesterday as the Amateur Ath- 
letic Association, which hand- 
ed over many of its traditional 
powers when the BAF was 
formed in 1991, committed it- 
self to saving the jobs. 

“I don’t think we’ve much 


choice,” Geoff Garke, the 
AAA!s treasurer, said. “We want 
athletics to continue and at the 
end of the day we are talking 
about grass-roots development.” 

The AAA, which has finan- 
cial reserves of dose to £2m, win 
discuss the predicament of the 
21 employees at a management 
board meeting on Sunday week. 

This summer, the AAA 
stepped in to guarantee two 
monthly payments of £45,000 
to keep the national coaching 
programme going while the 
BAF attempted to son out 
what it then believed was a 
cash-flow problem. 

Only one of the payments 
was made before the BAF, 
with an immediate deficit of 
£500,000 and running costs of 
£130,000 per month, was oblig- 
ed to call in the administrators 
on 14 October. 

There are now just 13 BAF 
employees remaining, including 
the newly installed chief exec- 
utive, David MoorcrofL They 
have been told to carry on re- 
prating for work, although their 
situation is far from certain. 

Carl Johnson, mentor to 


Britain's world triple jump 
record holder, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, is also on the list of those 
coaches who have been laid off. 

The others are the North 
West coach Peter Warden. 
David Lease in the West, and 
the North East’s Brad Mc- 
Stravicfc, as well as Brian Hall, 
Andy Vince and Phil Banning 
- national coaches of North- 
era Ireland, Scotland and 
Wiles respectively. 

A BAF spokeswoman, Jayne 
Pearce, said: “We are hoping 
that the coaches will be able to 
cany on with their roles in 
some shape or form, perhaps 
with funding from the regions. 
But we are not able to fund 
them. It is obviously a very sad 
day for everyone at the BAF." 

The BAF has not ruled out 
selling its premises - valued at 
about £450,000 - in a bid to avert 
bankruptcy, while the immedi- 
ate future of domestic showpiece 
events remains unclear. 

Pearce added: “These are 
the issues that the administra- 
tors are looking at” 

Prospect of a new dawn, 
page 30 


Robson 

declines 


group including Italy by seven 
points and still not qualify au- 
tomatically. I didn't find out 
that was the case for definite 
until three days after we beat 
Italy so it was a bit of a down- 
er. But we’re playing Greece 
now and Fm pleased we’ve an- 
other couple of gomes at least 
“I saw them in January when 
they played Italy in a friendly 
and they won 1-0 that day. 
They have very tricky players.” 
U2I squad, Sporting Digest, 
Page 31 


FRED 


under two weeks ago as 
em Ireland’s manager,!? 
on the job. *Tve got to! 
terested,” he said. “Lwasvefy :. I 
disappointed to see David lose 
his job. We’ve been goba ^-LJ 
friends for a long time- tariff •“ 
only spoke to him on Sunday vj 
morning. He seemed quite uj> _ 

beat despite the pressure bfewat wtt: 
under. We talked aboot WecpjS^' 
nesda/s problems andthea^v.j 
eas of concern and. he felt lie' v - 
could put things right.” .- . 

JoeRoyleandtheFbotixffl 
Association’s technical directs^ .. '' j 
Howard Wilkinson, are also " : i 
amnng the favourites to succeed : . 
Pleat Royle bad no comment 
to make yesterday. Neither' - 7 , 
bad the FA spokesman Steve 
Double when asked about the . ; - 
position of Wnkhisortvthe for- ' \ 
mer Wednesday manager. An- * ~ 
other contender is the Queen's - . 
Park Rangers assistant manager^ 1 , j 
Bruce Rioch, who is wratog - ,. 
without a contract 

Wednesday's caretaker 
manager, Peter Shreeves, 
has seen his side win two of 1 / 
their first 13 Premiership- - • 
matches, was none the less in 
upbeat mood yesterday.’ “We 
are bottom of the league, we ' ' 
haven't got a manager - the 
only way is onwards and up- \:-.- 
wards,” he said. y r 

West Ham are to give their ; - 
players a lecture fotTowing the 
third drink-related episode at 
the deb this season. The latest - 
allegations regard John Hartsoni. 
who was arrested after ah ind- 
dent at an Essex hotel last week. 

“The manager and I wilt at . 
down and discuss tins with the 
players,” the managing dxrectoif .. 
Peter Storrie said. “I would 
think we will be reminding play- 
ers of tbeir responsibilities, but ; 
no more than that” 

Champions* League - 
previews, page 31 - 







Board to check ‘Good and Evil' poster for bad taste 


c™d> ^ jn;blc ^ ^ tww*, s«om 


i Road. Wtahri 


Hi rim -■-[ f Mow aba IW 

Rt8 g^a« uL . )^rT «ihi»*ol*a»Oin°= 


Boxing officials want to see 
the “Good and Evil" poster 
advertising Hcrol Graham’s 
clash with the “Panzamani an 
Devil" VInnic Pazienza at 
the Wembley Arena on 6 
December. 

John Morris, secretary of 
the British Boxing Board of 
Control, said: “I have not 
had an opportunity to see It, 


but it sounds like an exercise 
in bad taste.” 

The poster, headlined 
“The Taming of the Devil", 
shows the former world 
champion Pazienza emerg- 
ing from hell with the severed 
heads of two women in each 
hand dripping blood, and 
running through fire. 

Graham, the World 


Boxing Councii international 
super-middleweight holder, 
is naked, depicted as the an- 
gel, complete with halo 
floating through the douds. 

The promoter, Frank Mal- 
oney, cited economics, saying; 
“I'm investing £500,000 in 
this show. If the Board want 
to subsidise me, then I’ll take 

it down.” 


The New Millennium Watch 
(PRICES START FROM £650) 

Alfred Dumhill watches are available at : Selected 

BRANCHES or THE GOLDSMITHS GROUP. ■ 

ONE OF THE LEADING QUALITY JEWELLERS; IN THE COUNTRY ^ 
WITH OVER 120 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE. ‘ ■' 

G O-L D S M-r-T H S W-A LKE’R & HA LL 

THE. MARK OF A RtK JEWBUBI 

• -'Y 0 , 

Call Free On 0800 G-O-L-D-S-M-i-T-H-S (0800 4653?^) 

TO FIND YOUR. NEAREST STOCKIST. ' ' -V- 
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